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The light dispels the darkness of

Ignorance,
Thus, Amida is called “Buddha
off e Light of Wisdom,”

(Jodo Wasan— Hymns of the Pure Land)

FEEON
Shinran Shonin (1173-1263)

(12017 FEEAHLU VY -] Dharma Words from the
Japanese translation of Hymns made by Shinran
Shonin / ERYE:ESHIKD)
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* Mr Ryo Obe (Thailand)
* Ms Ayako Mitsui

* Mr/Mrs Matsunaga — Special contribution ($212.54)
* Mr Roy Cooke — Membership contribution

* Ms Tomoko Mitarai (Japan) —
* Mr Shigeki likura — Special donation
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude
BEEOEMNEESZE LR, BOESTINELUR,

In the past month, donations to the amount of 8,810.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

- Special Donation (600,000 yen)

— Membership & Donations, Saisens (§615)

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution (6 months $600)

* Mr Michael Clonaris — Memorial service for his wife Etsuko Nagashita.($500)
* Md Chieko Hartono — Membership contribution ($300)

* Mr/Mrs Iseo & Kazue Kamiya (Japan) — Special donation (20,000 yen)

* Ms Akiko Minami (Gold Coast) — Memorial Service contribution
Membership contribution (1 year)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Rev Watanabe made a courtesy visit to
the Hongwanji International Centre

During Rev Watanabe’s
visit to Japan, he went to
pay a courtesy visit to >
Hongwanji International Centre
(HIC) on 22 December 2016. It
was his honour to meet Rever-
end Tokiko Hikida, the Bucho of the International
Centre. Rev Watanabe presented a short report since
HBMA started to receive extra subsidy from Kyoto
Hongwanji. They also discussed the future of HBMA.
All of the HIC members warmly welcomed Rev Wata-
nabe which made him very happy.

With all HIC staffs. (-R) Rev Itaru Nozaki, Rev Gene Sekiya, Rev

Kyoya Imai, Rev Masako Sugimoto, Rev Watanabe, Ms Tabitha
Kobata, Rev Bucho Tokiko Hikida, Rev Clifton Ong and Rev Yuko

Deguchi. (22/12/16).

Rev Watanabe and family visited
Tsukiji Hongwanji in Tokyo

While Rev Watanabe and his family were in Tokyo
for three nights, from 17 to 19 December 2016, they
stayed in Tsukiji Hongwanji and were able to meet
Mrs Tomoko Mitarai, and Mr Iseo Kamiya. They are
strong overseas supporters of HBMA.

We also need more support from local members! We
always welcome any contribution from all of you!
Which is very much appreciated. In Gassho,

anji with Mrs Tomoko

Mitarai.(Left) and with Mr Iseo Kamiya. (18/12/16)

Rev Watanabe’s family in Tsukiji Hon;
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NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE 2017

To all HBMA Members and friends ~

To all my nembutsu brothers
- and sisters:
: My warm regards and best
- wishes for the coming year
In Gassho,

i Rev George Gatenby, Adelalde
T EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER '3’%/
Wishing all members

the very best for the
festive season. May the new N

- year bring Amida’s lightZ¥
~ deeper into your hearts.
In Gassho,

Rev John Paraskevopoulos, Canberra
IllIllllllllllllllllllllllllll;‘i
Another year is begin-

ning and our unre-

peatable lives will go

on with the inevitable

succession of joys and

- sorrows that time brings. Each
~ of us needs to realize that when
- we entrust ourselves to Amida
- Tathagata to save us in the afterlife, the

~ Tathagata sends forth His light and receives

~ us within that light.
I wish each and everyone who reads this the
_ very best this year as you are held within the
- Tathagata’s light, and as you say the Nem- -
- butsu naturally, with deep and abiding grati-
~ tude.
In Gassho,

Rev Mark Healsmith, Canberra
%&,}%,»MMM,»PMMMMM%

Obituary: We are very sorry to learn Rev John’s mother passed
away at the end of 2016. May Amida’s compassion will soften his
family’s sadness and sorrow. Namo Amida Butsu.




(From page 2)

Minister’s New Year message

vice on 14 August and com-
memorated all the loved
ones who had gone before
us. It was wonderful to
have 12 delegates from
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii g
Betsuin on 25 August.

In September, we once
again supported Matsuri
(Japanese festival) in Wil-
loughby (17/09/16), then
we observed Spring O-
Higan service (18/09/15). 1
was invited to attend and
share my chanting for peace
at the Uniting Churches in
Parramatta (21/09/16) and
in Dee Why(25/09/16).

It was wonderful that the
first ever Shomyo-chanting
and Shakyo-brush writing
class was held at the Japan
Foundation Sydney
(24/09/16) with 24 local peo-
ple attending!

In October, I was invited to
join the 6th Annual Kagyu
Monlan Australia (3/10/16). Shomyo & Shakyo class was
I was invited to talk about held at Japan Foundation.
Buddhism for all Year 4 (24/09/16) w= 2
Students (over 100) at the Lindfield
East Public School (13/10/16). On 17
Oct, I represented Japan to attend
the Memorial service of the King of
Thailand in Darling Harbour.

In November, we observed our an-
nual Hoonko service with Rev John
Paraskevopoulos (13/11/16).

In December, I was honoured to be
invited to attend the Japanese em- Talked about Bud-

dhism for all Y-4
peror’s birthday party at the Consul Students at LEPS

General’s residence (13/10/16).
(06/12/16). Then, we

v were all involved with the Matsuri
Japanese festival (10/12/16), and did
annual Omigaki — Alter clean up
(11/12/16). Finally, in December, I
went to visit Kyoto Hongwanji and
had a fruitful meeting with Rev
(Bucho) Tokiko Hikida and other
" members of the Hongwanji Interna-
tional Centre (22/12/16).

Of course, we continue to
hold our regular Sunday ser-
vices at the HBMA, to which
we always invite as many
people as possible. Please
keep inviting your friends to
¢ our services!

Volunteer work is very impor-
tant to keep connecting with
our communities. First of all,

“Service of Respect” at the
Cowra POW cemetery (05/08/16)

12 Hawaiian members visited
HBMA. (25/08/16)

Ka; Monlan Peace
ceremony (03/10/16)

I chanted in front of 20,000

Thailand related people
(@17/10/16),

I help as a hospital chaplain
every week — mainly at the
Royal North Shore Hospital.
I also visit nursing homes
and other aged care facili-
ties. 2016 was my ninth
year as a volunteer Bud-
dhist
nese emperor’s Birthday party scripture __
teacher at Lindfield East Public
School, and I am looking forward to
starting this task again from next
month! For our Japanese commu-
nity group called “Japan Club of
Sydney”, I volunteer as one of the
directors and mainly help with pro-
ducing their newsletters.

With Adam Liaw at the Japa-

Buddhist scripture
class in LEPS

We had more activities, meetings
and special ceremonies during 2016.
I believe the year 2017 will be another busy year!

Amida Buddha’s boundless compassion always reaches
each one of us, with no discrimination or distinction.
Once we realise Amida Buddha’s supporting arms,
which are always trying to embrace each of us, we will
discover a life of appreciation. The life of appreciation
is the way of life as a Jodo Shinshu follower. Let us
live our faithful daily lives appreciating Amida Bud-
dha’s wisdom and compassion reciting Namo Amida
Butsu, and try to help those who suffer. I wish all
readers of the bulletin safe, happy and meaningful
days throughout the year.
In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

VY

HBMA News

Omigaki - Year End \
Shrine Clean up Day - &r*
successfully completed!

On 11 December, we once
again held Omigaki day when 2=
we had last Sunday Service in
2016. The HBMA shrine be-
came very clean as we polished
all the ornaments in the shrine
and wiped all the chairs in the

HBMA shrine became very

shiny and clean! (11/12/16)

room, and enjoyed
sharing our lunch to-
gether! Thank you

Mrs Ayako Mitsui, Mr

Leo Wong & Miss Aki

Chan, plus my family

members Yukimi, Yu-

shin, Ami, Rin and
Sho for your help!

We cleaned shrine up and polished all

In Gassho, =i

ornaments.




and welcomed the New
Year (2016) with devoted
members and friends. )
In February, we observed
the Nehan-e (Nirvana [
Day) service (14/02/16). 1R

was also once again in-
vited to attend a New Year

Blessing at the Buddhist attended the New Year Blessings
Compassion Relief Tzu- atTsu-Chifoundation. (21/02/16

Chi Foundation in East-

wood (21/02/16).

In March, we once again
joined Australia’s biggest
community volunteer
event, “Clean up Austra-
lia day” (06/03/16), Then,
I officiated at the 5th year
memorial service of the
East Japan Earthquake
at St Mathews Church in
Manly (11/03/16).

= In April our biggest joyous
service, Hanamatsuri took
place with Rev Mark
? Healsmith present
(10/04/16), then I was in-
| vited to participate in the
Anzac Day Peace Cere-
mony in Lismore
b (24&25/04/16).

“Shin'nen Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu (Ha New Year!)”
from Rev Watanabe and family in Suzu Ishikawa Japan.

D I T e S e

Minister’s New Year Message 5th year memorial service for the
3.11 Japan earthquake in Manly

As we welcome the New Year 2016, on behalf
of Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia, I would
like to express my most sincere appreciation to each
and every one of you who have supported HBMA, and
its activities and services, during the past year.

I will always treasure and appreciate your continuing
support this year as well especially during this finan-
cially challenging period. Since the rent fee for the
HBMA office and minister’s residence was raised by
25%, we have received extra support from many peo-
ple and we really appreciate this. We also received

Annual Hana matsuri service
good news from our mother temple that Kyoto Hong- (10/04/16)

wanji has decided to increase the subsidy to HBMA, so
we were very fortunate to start re-vitalising all of our
activities.

In May we observed Annual e 4
Gotan-e, celebrating Shin- .
ran Shonin’s birthday, fol-
2016 was a successful year and a time from which we | lowed by the Annual Gen-
can draw wonderful memories and can recall precious | eral Meeting (15/05/16).
encounters and challenges. I would like to highlight | Then I attended several Ve- Lis
some events during the last year. sak ceremonies in Sydney.  Anzac Day Peace ceremony in
In June, I was again invited Lismore.(25/04/16).
by the Most Reverend An-
thony Fisher of St Mary’s Ca-
~ thedral to attend their IFTER
7" dinner (8 Jun). then it was
ﬁr!gy, also my honour to be invited
by  Honourable  Malcolm
Turnbull MP Prime Minister
of  Australia to Join
the IFTER dinner held at the
Kirribilli House on 16 June.
On 5 August, I officiated at
the Cowra Prisoner of War
Breakout - 72nd Anniversary
With Honourable Malecolm Service of Respect. We ob-

. eSS | Turnbull MP Prime Minis- -
Group photo of the Clean up Austraha Day at the Lane Cove ter of Australia(16/06/16). served our Annual Obon ser

National Park (06/03/16). (Continues on page 3)

Flrst of all on New Year s Day, we observed Shu-Sho-e
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New Year’s Greeting

At the beginning of this New Year, I would

like to extend my warmest greetings to you.

This past year, we have been observing the
ceremony known as The Commemoration on the
Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition since
last October. This service will be continuing un-
til the end of May over 10 sessions and a total of
80 days. The participation of the many dele-
gates from both domestic and overseas districts
has revitalized the atmosphere of all of our tem-
ple activities, and for that I am truly happy and

grateful to each and every one of you.
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Omigaki Altar clean up day

Rev Watanabe had a meeting with Bucho Hikida

HBMA News (meeting supporters in Tokyo)
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Australian Ministers’ New Year Messages

Through holding the service together with
you fellow Nembutsu followers, I am able to
personally experience how the Jodo Shinshu
teaching has not only been passed down to us
over the span of nearly 800 years, but also
how it has been delivered to many regions of
the world beyond national borders. I believe
that we have the Jodo Shinshu teaching today
precisely because it served as the spiritual
foundation for all of the preceding Nembutsu
followers.

Shinran Shonin revealed his understand-
ing of the Dharma known today as Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhism. It is a teaching for those of us
who constantly struggle with various worries
and hardships in life. Let us continue to lis-
ten to the teaching and share our own appre-
ciation of the Dharma with family and friends
in the hope that we can follow the Nembutsu
path together with them.

January 1, 2017

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




