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sJan 26 (Fri)  Australia Day Holiday / Z#—X +S U PEESEE (@A) -
10 28 (Sun) 11:00 am BE%L#EF / Sunday Service H
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01° 1 8un) 77.00am F#2£2 /Nirvana Day Service (Potluck Lunch!) H
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In the past month, donations to the amount of $5,834.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $15.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Ms Erika Wildy — Mother (Sachie Baba)’ s funeral

* Mr Yuji Miyata — Sister (Taeko Smith)’ s funeral

* Ms Ayako Mitsui — Membership, Shotsuki register & Donations, Osaisens

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution

* Rev George Gatenby — Membership contribution

* Ms Kaoru Morioka — Membership contribution (New)

* Ms Dianne Oyama — Husband (Takeshi Oyama)’ s memorial

* Mr & Mrs Michio and Toyo Ochiai — Membership contribution

* Mr Roy Cooke — Membership contribution

* Ms Akiko Minami (Gold Coast) — Grandmother’ s memorial

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership contribution

* Tzuchi Foundation — Year end special donation

* Ms Janelle Sasaki (Japan) — Oversea membership contribution (New)

* Mr & Mrs Fujita — Special donation for New Year

* Ms Miyoko Horide — Membership contribution (New)

* Ms Masako Sugimoto (Japan) — Special donation (2018 Calendars)

* JCS / SSSJ — Print reimburse
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Rev Watanabe was invited to join appre-
clation breakfast at the Lmdﬁe]d East
Public School (LEPS) | THESS

On 28 November, I was in-
vited to join appre01at10n
breakfast to LEPS as an-
other year of volunteermg
as a Buddhist scripture
teacher was completed for N ‘ .
the year 2017. School Rev Watanabe with Mr Ste-
changed to have breakfast venson, Principal of LEPS

instead of morning tea! @81117)

, Rev Watanabe was invited to join End
of Year Blessing & 25th Anniversar
of Tzu-Chi Foundation on Sunday 3 December

Mr Stephen Kan, CEO
of the Tzu-chi founda

attend their End of Year §
Blessing service which
was combined with their
25th Anniversary!

Jo-va-e (NYE service) and Shu-sho-e were
observed at HBMA

We concluded the year 2017 conducting Jo-ya-e and
welcomed New Year 2018 having Shu-sho-e service!

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
» 34 Rev Watanabe joined :
=g RNSH Chaplains End |

“‘V of Year Party

All the volunteer chaplains gath- §

ered at the Chaplain’s depart- KgEs"
ment office in Royal North Shore Rev

and

Watanabe
Hospital to celebrate the Year other faith chaplain

End of 2017. volunteers (11/12/17)

We all supported & Enjoyed

On 9 December, at the Tumberlong Park,
Darling Harbour, Japanese community hold annual
festival which attracted
more than 50,000 people!

Haiku - The Art of Priest Issa”

. came
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NFE W YEAR ’S ME’SSA GE’ 2018
To all HBMA Members and friends

To all my wonderful Nembutsu
friends at HBMA

My very best wishes for this New
Year to you and all your loved
ones.

In Gassho,
Rev George Gatenby, Adelaide

I would like to wish our HBMA
# members a fulfilling new year in
8 the Dharma. While it is often diffi-
cult to stay fully focused on the
& Buddhist teachings in view of our
distracted lives, I urge you all to
take time out of your busy schedules to create, al-
beit briefly, opportunities throughout the day to
hear the 'calling voice' of Amida and reflect on its
message with deep attention and devotion. In doing
so, we will be sure to find a safe harbour
as we navigate the stormy ocean of life'

In Gassho, "D

l
. la

Rev John Paraskevopoulos, Canberra | e ‘
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

that surrounds us".

I've been reading a book called “Pure Land A

- by David G. Lanoue - and just
across this haiku -
‘tomokaku mo anata makase
no toshi no kure’ - which
Lanoue translates as

come what may
trusting in the Buddha...
the year ends

Well, that was a great thought to end 2017,
and if we change the last line we have the way
we should live our lives this year and every
year.

come what may
trusting in the Buddha...
the year to come

All the best for the New Year to Sl
all HBMA members and friends.

In Gassho,
Rev Mark Healsmith, Canberra
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(From page 2)

Minister’s New Year message

on 20 August we officiated
the first service, Obon at the
new Hondo with many new
faces in the congregation. \
During resettling of the new _
Hondo, I was invited to join &
the Royal North Shore Hos- |
pital Volunteer appreciation = 1} M| { Y
fiqy (23/07/17), and also Obon service was conducted at
joined a lecture made by Dr the new HBMA Hondo(20/08/17)
Lobsang Sangay, the de-
mocratically elected leader of the
Central Tibetan Administration
(05/08/17).
In September, I was invited to attend
the Dana Ceremony at the Phuoc
Hue Buddhist Monastery (06/09/17).
We once again supported Matsuri
(Japanese festival) in Willoughby
(09/09/17), then I m
run Sydney W g
Marathon for the world peace and sl
the future of HBMA and was able [§
to complete 42.195 km (17/09/17).
Then, I officiated at the Cowra Sa-
kura Matsuri - Service of Respect -
73rd Anniversary of the Cowra
breakout (24/09/17).

Rev_Watanabe com-

I was invited to attend 500th Anni- pleted to run his first
. 3
versary of the Reformation Marathon. (17/05/17) L7/09/17

Commemoration Inter-

With Dr ILobsang
Sangay. (05/08/17

at the St Mary’s Cathedral
' which was
a very
rare occa-
sion
4 (11/10/17),
and also joined the Spring Tea
] Ceremony organised by Sydney
» Urasenke Tanko-kai (15/10/17). It
was my honour to be invited to at-
Share chanting dur- tend the official funeral service for
% the Great Well Beloved King of
Bhumibol (13/10/16). Thailand, His Majesty King Bhumi-
bol (26/10/17).
In November, we observed our annual Hoonko service
with Rev John Paraskevopoulos (12/11/17). And I was
invited to join an appreciation breakfast by Lindfield
' | East Public School
_|as I am volunteer-
J ing there as a Bud-
dhist Scripture
teacher (28/11/17).
‘ In December, I was
> i honoured to be in-
Avited to attend the
Japanese emperor’s
birthday party at the Consul General’s residence
(05/12/17). Then, we were all involved with the Ma-
tsuri Japan festival (09/12/17), and did annual Omi-

With Tanko-kai members

gaki — Altar clean up (17/12/17). Finally, we observed
Joya-e / New Year’s Eve service (31/12/17).

Of course, we continue to hold our regular Sunday ser-
vices at the HBMA, to which we always invite as many
people as possible. Please keep inviting your friends to
our services!

Volunteer work is very impor-
tant to keep connecting with
our communities. First of all, I
help as a hospital chaplain
every week — mainly at the[.
Royal North Shore Hospital. I

other aged care facilities. 2017
was my ninth year as a volun-
teer Buddhist Scripture
teacher at Lindfield East Public School. For our Japa-
nese community group called “Japan Club of Sydney”,
I volunteer as one of the directors and mainly help
with producing their newsletters.

We had more activities, meetings and special ceremo-
nies during 2017. I believe the year 2018 will be an-
other busy year!

Amida Buddha’s boundless compassion always reaches
each one of us, with no discrimination or distinction.
Once we realise Amida Buddha’s supporting arms,
which are always trying to embrace each of us, we will
discover a life of appreciation. The life of appreciation
is the way of life as a Jodo Shinshu follower. Let us
live our faithful daily lives appreciating Amida Bud-
dha’s wisdom and compassion reciting Namo Amida
Butsu, and try to help those who suffer. I wish all

| readers of the bulletin safe, happy and meaningful

days throughout the year.

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
4y R e D R L [
HBMA News

Omigaki - Year End Shrine Clean-up
Day - successfully completed!

De-

we
again [
L heLd! O(;ni- P 4)
g o gaki ay p

#.+ when we had ' *7
F“ last Sunday We cleaned shrine up and
Service in polished all ornaments.
2017. The HBMA shrine became
very clean as we polished all the or-
naments in the shrine and
wiped all the chairs in the
room, and enjoyed sharing our
lunch together! Thank you Mrs
Mitsui, Ms Roslyn
Ashbolt, Ms Fumie Takahashi,
Ms Miyoko Horide, plus Yu-
kimi for your help! In Gassho,

§ On 17
cember,
once

N

R

- -

HBMA shrine became very

shiny and clean! (11/12/16)




New Year!)” from

“Shin’nen Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu (Ha
Rev Watanabe family!
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¥ Minister’s New Year Message

As we welcome the New Year 2018, on behalf of
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia, I would like
to express my most sincere appreciation to each and
every one of you who have supported HBMA, and its
activities and services, during the past year.

I will always treasure and appreciate your continuing
support during the year.

During the year 2017, we encountered another big
change for HBMA. We had to move again as we re-
ceived a notice from the house owner to vacate prem-
ises. Fortunately, we were able to find new and more
convenient place for Amida’s home in Gordon and re-
started the missionary work here.

2017 was a successful year and a time from which we
can draw wonderful memories and can recall precious
encounters and challenges. I would like to highlight
some events during the last year.

My family and I were in Japan at the beginning of the
year 2017 and were able to greet Hikida Bucho and all
the Hongwanji International Centre staff in Kyoto,
and also met some devoted HBMA supporters from
overseas in Tokyo.

Group photo of the Clean up Australia Day at the Lane Cove Na-

tional Park with Mr Ian Kiernon; the founder of CUA(05/03/17).

In February, we observed
the Nehan-E (Nirvana Day)
service, to commemorate |
Shakyamuni Buddha’s pass-
ing (12/02/17).

In March, we once again |4
joined Australia’s biggest =
community volunteer event,
“Clean up Australia
day” (05/03/17). Then, I offi-
ciated at the 6th year memo-
rial service of the East Ja- J/
pan Earthquake at thei / I
Daugherty Centre in Chats- /
wood (11/03/17). We also ob-
served autumn O-Higan ser-
vice (19/03/17). -
In April our most joyous ser- 6th year memorial service for
vice, Hanamatsuri took the 3.11 Japan earthquake in
place with Rev Mark Heals- Chatswood

mith present(02/04/17). Then our two children, Rin
and Sho, and I attended the
Dento-Hokoku Hoyo / Com-
¢ memoration of the Accession
of the Jodo Shinshu Tradi-
tion, and witnessed the new
4 Gomomshu’s will to continue
™\J spreading the teaching of
Nembutsu in all part of the
| world. T also had a meeting
with Rev Kido Onoi, the
Head of the Policy Planning
Office.
Our
meeting
lasted an hour (16/04/17).

In May we observed our annual
Gotan-e, celebrating Shinran |
Shonin’s birthday, followed by
the Annual General Meeting

(14/05/17). Then I attended sev- WlthRevKldoOnm the
1 Vesak ceremonies in Sydne Hoad of Policy Flanning

eral Vesa . JY Y- Office.(16/04/17).

n June,

was again invited by the Most
Reverend Anthony Fisher of St
Mary’s Cathedral to attend
their IFTER dinner (29/05/17).
Our family were also invited to
join a family IFTER dinner in
Preston hosted by one of the
Islamic family (12/06/17).
In July, we received notice from
thony Fisher of St Mary's Rouse owner of 31 Woodlands
Cathedral (29/05/17). Rd, Lindfield to wvacate the
premises, but fortunately we
were able to find a new place in a week, and we relo-
cated our centre to 732 Pacific Hwy on 30 July. Then

On Clean U, Austraha da;
fortunately met Mr Ian Klernan
the founder of CUA. (05/03/17

Annual Hana matsurl service

(02/04/17)

With Most Reverend An-

(Continues on page 3)
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New Year’s Greeting

At the beginning of this New Year, I would

like to extend my warmest greetings to you.

From October 1, 2016 until this past May
31, the Commemoration on the Accession of the
Jodo Shinshu Tradition was conducted at Hong-
wanji in Kyoto, Japan with attendance of about
one hundred fifty thousand people from
throughout Japan and our overseas sang-
has.

Shonin, for nearly 800 years, the Jodo Shinshu

Since the days of our founder Shinran

teaching has been cherished and carefully
handed down to us today by our predecessors.

Reflecting on this, I am truly grateful to have
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been able to recite the Nembutsu together
with many of you who took part in the ser-
vices whether it be in person or through the

internet.

Being enabled to hear the working of
Amida Buddha’s voice calling to us, we be-
come aware of our true self, in which we have
the difficulty of accepting things just as they
are, and being caught up in our own selfish
mindset. That is why it becomes all the more
important that we continue to listen to the
teaching of Amida. As we appreciate the Bud-
dha’s great wisdom and compassion, we are
naturally guided to care for and aspire to live

together with one another.

In this New Year, let us continue to listen
to the teaching while following the Nembutsu
path together with everyone.

January 1, 2018

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




