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14 (Sun) 11:00 am

14 (Sun) 11:00 am =AfHZEE/March Shotsuki Memorial Service @BCNSW
21 (Sun) 11:00 am B#E%LIF / Sunday Service @BCNSW

22 (Mon) ( REEF3RFE1T / New Bulletin Issue )

* JS'%J)T ﬁ

Calendar *

wFeb 7 (Sun) 11:00am —B#¥HZ%EE/February Shotsuki Memorial Service @BCNSW
JF425 /Nirvana Day Service @BCNSW

21 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE*LIE / Sunday Service @BCNSW

28 (Sun) 11:00 am BBE£L#F / Sunday Service @BCNSW v
“Mar 7 (Sun) DU—=YPvT-F—=+SUP
11 (Thu) BEEAXESOFELEZE 7N/ /2021 10th Commemoration of the

T« / Clean up Australia Day

East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Disaster of 2011 @NSW Teachers Federation
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The working of the Buddha
manifests itself as the Nembutsu
whenever I say

“Namo Amida Butsu”

(by Cho’on Matsuno’o)
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[CT(11/05/19)

(F2021 HF3FE KFBAHLYYF—] “2021 Calendar
with Dharma Words ” | ERHEESTI)
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COZ7 BET, FEeDFIRKDH#ET 2,332.00 FILDCEEZE SEMBE X LI, BDEDSCSVFIUIEZ, F2 3'0%
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u In the past month, donations to the amount of $2,332.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $15.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
d fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations

.}

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution

* Ms Kaoru Morioka — Membership/Building fund contribution

* Ms Yumi Sadleir — Father’ s 49th Day memorial

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Membership & Donations, Osaisens
* Ms Akiko Minami (Qld) — Grandmother’ s Shotsuki memorial

* Mr & Mrs Michio and Toyo Ochiai — Membership contribution

* Ms Tomoko Mitarai (Japan) — Membership contribution

* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Mr Victor Davidson — Membership contribution

* Dr Andrew Fisher (SA) — Membership contribution

* Ms Masako Sugimoto (Japan) — Special donation (2021 Calendars) Q
* BCNSW Chaplain Fund S ¢

Thank you very much in Gassho %@é?:\
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Omigaki - Year End Shrine Clean-up Day -
successtully completed!

On 27 December, we once again |1
held Omigaki clean up day. The ;
HBMA shrine became very clean A7y 3 :
as we polished all the ornaments Aol SN
in the shrine and wiped all the G¥ &
chairs in the room! Thank you Mrs | @® SGgb
Ayako Mitsui, Mrs Hiroko Oku-k
yama, Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi, Yu- —
kimi and our children for all of All crnaments in the
shrine room became
your help! so_clean after Omi-

In Gassho,

aki. (27/12/20

Get well soon Rev George!

HBMA received a news from Mr
Roy Cooke and Rev dJohn
Paraskevopoulos that Rev George
Gatenby suddenly hospitalised to
Calvary Hospital in Adelaide early
morning on Friday 29 January. All
dharma friends are thinking of
you and wishing for your speedy Rev George Gatenby
recovery! In Gassho,

Welcome to HBMA !

Dr Andrew Fisher
(Munno Para, SA )

We are so happy that you joined HBMA as a sup-
port member | We all hope you enjoy the life of
Nembutsu, appreciating Amida Buddha’s wisdom
and compassion. In Gassho,

SR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

We did “Kakizome” W [l G
on 2 January 2021 .

On the second day of
new year, as our ritual
activity, we all wrote
Shuji/calligraphy with a |
Fude (brush) and sumi |
(black charcoal paint) .

By writing these letters 2
we are promising to act
like we write through-
out the year. It is like
each one of our New
Year’s resolution. So we
are hoping we can
achieve what we wrote.

In Gassho

[
A

" chanted a sutra together and hit a bell 108
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In the evening of 31 December 2020, we
observed Joya-e/New Year’s Eve service,

= = = =K e 0 =X 1:~§7§§

times divided by all attendants. In Gassho,
7 - .

In the morning of New Year’s
day of 2021, we observed
Shusho-e / New Year’s service
celebrating the first day of Year |&
of the Ox. We hope this new [
year will become a wonderful |
year! In Gassho,

Online study sessions of Shoshin-ge and

General Buddhism are going on!

%%g BE re Despite this pan-

; 3-8 demic period, oversea
>4 ministers are now
;; 2 & connected and study-
@ ing together more

about Jodo Shinshu
and general Buddhism. Regarding Jodo Shin-

e =0t =0t =0t =0t =0 =0 =0 =0 X0 =0 X0 =0 0 0 =0 <30

shu, we are studying about Shoshin-ge.
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(From page 2)

Minister’s New Year message

However, since the World Health
Organisation (WHO) on March 11,
2020, has declared the novel coro-
navirus (COVID-19) outbreak a
global pandemic, our lives have
been changed drastically.

With big regret I had to cancel 45
many observances such as Ohigan
in March, Hana-matsuri and

Peace Ceremony in Lismore in |
April, Gotane in May, Obon in Au- 9th year memorial ser-
gust, Cowra service in September.
However we called our

vice for the 3.11 Japan
earthquake in (6/3/20).

Annual
y | General Meeting on
Sunday 17 May and

online AGM, where
we welcomed the
new president, Mr
Graham Ranft and

! Sl new board member,
We hold our AGM using Sk; e(17/05/20) Mr Norman Fung.

In May I was invited to join a nationally-organised
online event, called “eVesak” organised by the Federa-
tion of Australian,
Buddhist Councils
Inc. Then, I also
joined BCNSW’s
AGM in July andE
Phuoc Hue
namese  Temple’s
eVesak in August.

Viet- Rev  Watanabe j§!
national

joined

eVesak (10/05/20)

g Tow Thic Phsde Hub

(Left) BCNSW’s AGM and Phuoc Hue Temple’s eVesak (Right)

*h Phude Tan tai 76 Dink

We were not able to observe

a service with big number of
people but started regular
Sunday service since the be-
ginning of July at the Bud- #
dhist Council of NSW in St
Leonards. I have also re-
started to attend scripture
class from 22 July

Scripture Class re-started at
Gordon West Public School

Sydney Marathon for the world
peace and the future g
of HBMA. The race
was not held by face
to face but it was
done virtually, so
each participant ran

i :
Shlgcnobu
Watanabe

03:53:50
s
Rev Watanabe completed 'the route they de-

to run for his forth Mara- cided to go for
thon. (27/09/19) 42.195km.

In November, we ob-
served our annual
Hoonko service com- | g
memorating the foun-
der of Jodo Shinshu,
Shinran Shonin with
Rev John

Paraskevopoulos
(15/11/20).

In December, we organised to do the
annual Omigaki

k 3
— Altar clean up, ! . \

shrine so shiny =
once again!
Thank you to all
participants who
helped out!

Omigaki took place after a 1 3
short service. (27/12/20) Amida’s shrine area

. . became so clean after
Volunteer work is very impor- 411 the work done.

tant to keep connecting with

our communities. First of all, I help as a hospital
chaplain every week — mainly at the Royal North
Shore Hospital, although I could not visit patients dur-
ing restricted period. I also visit nursing homes and
other aged care facilities by request.

I also have been serving as a vol-
unteer Buddhist scripture class
teacher at Gordon West Public
School for three years, and from
this year, I will start to teach at
Killara Public School which I am
really looking forward.

For “Japan Club of Sydney”, I vol-
unteer as one of the directors and :
mainly help with producing their Buddhist

class  students
newsletters, and some office works. Gordon West PS
I also give my support for
“Japanese Society of Sydney” as a president of their
swimming club, again some swimming lessons were
cancelled last year but now that we are back to almost
normal lives, I hope it will continue as usual.

scripture

in

It was a challenging year as we had to follow the
guideline decided by Australian Government Depart-
ment of Health to minimise the infection. Therefore,
we were not able to finish all events during the year
2020. I hope the year 2021 will be busy and successful
year!
Amida Buddha’s boundless compassion always reaches
each one of us, with no discrimination or distinction.
Once we realise Amida Buddha’s supporting arms,
which are always trying to embrace each of us, we will
discover a life of appreciation. The life of appreciation
1s the way to live as a Jodo Shinshu follower.
Therefore, let us live our faithful daily lives appreciat-
ing Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compassion reciting
Namo Amida Butsu, and try to help those who suffer.
I wish all readers of the bulletin safe, happy and
meaningful days throughout the year. In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
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“Shin’nen Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu (Happy New Year!)” from

Rev Watanabe family!
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A\ Minister’s New Year Message

~ As we welcome the New Year 2021, on behalf of
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia, I would like
to express my sincerest appreciation to each and every
one of you who have supported HBMA, its activities
and services, during the past year, in spite of the pan-
demic period because of COVID-19 which we all hu-
man fight together.

I will always treasure and
appreciate your continuing
support throughout the jy
year, and strongly hope the
pandemic period will end %
soon and we can ____
return to our|
normal lives in
world-wide.

Looking back the
previous year
2020, we were
still able to do
the annual regu-
lar events for
first few months.

In Januaryf 'I Rev Watanabe made a courtesy call on Bishop
was able to visit Mitsuoka (left) and Bucho Masumi Ishida of HIC

Kyoto Hongwanji (right). (20/01/20)
and was able to

make a courtesy call on Bishop
Rigaku Mitsuoka and Bucho
Masumi Ishida of Hongwanji In-
ternational Centre, and was also
privileged to meet with Rev
Kido Onoi, the Head of the Pol-
icy Planning Office to report on
the present situation of HBMA.

Al.so, I was able to see Dharma g, watanabe also made a
friends/oversea supporters

of courtesy call on Rev Onoi,
he Head of the Policy

BULLETIN

When I was in Kyoto, I
was able to meet my old
Uni friends, Rev Hitoya
Sakow (Fukui pref) and
Rie Oyama (Hyogo pref)&

and renewed our old

friendship. k‘ )

Then, in Yawata City Rev Sakow and Oyama
(Southern Kyoto), my

family were all pleased to
see Rev & Mrs Senmo and
Sakiko Yamamoto at
their temple, Gansho-ji.
In Tokyo, my family met | ghat
with Mr/Mrs Iseo & Ka-
zue Kamiya, and Mrs To-
moko Mitarai (Chiba pref)
at Tsukiji Hongwanji and
had wonderful catch-up

With Rev Yamamoto’s family at
Gansho-ji, Yawata city. (22/1/20)

tea time.

In February, we ob-
_ served the Nehan-E
"' (Nirvana Day) service,

. Jto commemorate
Shakyamuni Bud-
dha’s passing.

l‘ (09/02/20)
- In March, we once
“ again joined Austra-
lia’s biggest commu-
Kamiya and Ms Mitarai (28/1/20) nity volunteer event,
“Clean up Australia day” at Lane Cove National Park
together with other volunteers from Japanese Society
of Sydney and Japan Club of Sydney.(01/03/20)
-It was my honour to officiate at the 9th year memo-
rial service of the East Japan Earthquake at the Syd-
ney Mechanic’s School of Arts in Sydney City

Rev Watanabe ’s family and M/M

(06/03/19) As we moved this event up to 6th March
because of the availability of location, we were able to
observe this event.

(Continues on page 3)

-

Group photo of the Clean up Australia Day, Australia’s largest mo-

HBMA in Japan during my stay. the H
Planning Office. (20/01/20

bilisation event, at the Lane Cove National Park (01/03/20).
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New Year’s Greeting

Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning
of this New Year, I would like to extend my best
regards to you all.

Throughout the last year, the world suffered
from the pandemic of COVID-19, which brought
tremendous hardship to many people, and we
still are not able to see when normalcy would re-
turn to our world. On this occasion, I would like
to offer my deepest condolences to those who fell
victim to COVID-19 and express my sympathies
to those who are currently undergoing treatment.

When social activities have been largely re-
stricted as measures for preventing the spread of
infection and protecting people’s lives, many tem-
ples have been struggling for continuing their
propagation. It concerns me that many people
have been left isolated in the midst of hardship.

‘Dependent origination’ is a universal truth
that Buddha Sakyamuni presented. This funda-
mental Buddhist principle expresses that every
thing, matter, and phenomenon arises from vari-
ous causes and conditions. None of us lives by

Volume 22 - No. 1
10 February, 2021

anji Buddhist Mission of Australia
PO Box 292 Lindfield (Sydney)
N.S.W. 2070 AUSTRALIA

Phone : (02) 9403-1256

Mob: 0412 - 396 - 014
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ourselves. We are living being interconnected
and mutually supported by one another.

Here in Japan, a new type of lifestyle called
the ‘new normal’ has been introduced to protect
people, their loved ones, and communities from
infection. Considering the reality that we can-
not even fathom when the pandemic will de-
cline, it is important that everyone deeply re-
flects on the principle of Dependent Origination
that represents the true state of the world.

Even though having been introduced to the
truth by Buddha Sakyamuni, ordinary people
like us are still not able to accept it as it is.
Therefore, to guide us to cope with the suffering
caused by our own ignorance, Shinran Shonin
clarifies Amida Buddha’s compassion that al-
ways embraces all of us. When the world is fac-
ing this unimaginable crisis, it is crucial that
each of us experiences Amida Buddha’s great
compassion ourselves, and live each day to the
utmost, having that joy and sensation in our
hearts as the basis of our life.

It 1s my hope that your temples will continue
serving as your spiritual home, and therefore, I
sincerely ask for your understanding and coop-
eration to allow them to be so. With my heart-
felt appreciation for each one of you, I would
like to conclude my new year’s greeting.

January 1, 2021

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




