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6 (Mon) [ AEEFEHRFET / New Bulletin Issue J
927 [EEfR —i51%E / Rev Watanabe - Out of office ]
CARUREESE ABEFEEEYSY—HR/Rev Watanabe visit HIC. H
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“Tb encounter a true teacher
is difficult even among
difficult things.”

Hymns of the Pure [ and Masters (Master Genku)
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Please note
Next month's bulletin will be combined with the January
issue which will be published on Monday 6 of January
2020. Please enjoy the holiday season. In Gassho
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d In the past month, donations to the amount of $1,780.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
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* Mrs Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations

* Ms Akiko Minami — Grandfather’ s memorial
* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Donations

* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Special donation

* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund subsidy
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $15.00 in the donation box which deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building fund.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincerest gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Rev/Mrs Takashi Miyajima — Membership Contribution

* Mr/Mrs Hiroki Nagao— Donation for shop renewal dedication service

* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Father’ s Shotsuki donation
* Art Gallery of NSW — Donation for the Groundbreaking Service

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing honorarium (Oct & Nov/19)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA News
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Jigoku f#ll at Japan Foundation
24 October 2019

AND THE NEXT WORLD

OCTOBER 24 (THURSDAY), 2019
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On 24 October, Rev Watanabe was invited to
share a lecture titled “POSSIBLE AFTER-
LIVES - THE BUDDHIST CONCEPT OF
HELL AND THE NEXT WORLD” at the Japan
Foundation, Sydney
office. He introduced
the book “Ojoyoshu”
and talked about the

ideas why Genshin
had to talk about
Jigoku/Hell in this

book.
-IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Rev Watanabe officiated Groundbreaking

Ceremony for Sydney Modern Project at the
Art Gallery of New South Wales

on 7 November 2019
1oy
i

Art Gallery of

New South
Wales cele-
brated ground-

breaking for Sydney
Modern Project, took
place at the Roof oil
tanks (Sydney Modern
Project site) on 7 No- \
vember started at 11 Rev Watanabe shared his chanting for the
am. groundbreaking ceremony (07/11/19)

Rev Watanabe per-

formed Buddhist chanting as the main part of this cere-
mony and it was well accepted.
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(top) With SANAA archi-

Many people came to Rev Wata
nabe expressing words of appre- i bt and Ryue Nishi-
ciation towards his chantlng We zawa (eft). They came to

all look forward to seeing a new aflten; thlsdceremonyd on
the day and returned to
buﬂdlng in 2022. Japan on the same day.
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Celebrated 25th Anniversary serving
as Jodo Shinshu priests !

L-R) Mr Ken'ichi Inagaki, Rev Ichido Tokunaga, Rev/Mrs
Esho Sasaki, Ms Bettina langner-Teramoto, Ms Masako Sugi-
moto, Mr George and Rev Joko John Paraskevopoulos, Rev
Jokyo George Gatenby, Mr Roy Cooke, and Rev Watanabe at
Minokichi, Shin-Hankyu Hotel, Kyoto (16/11/19)

Congratulations to Rev George Gatenby
B (Adelaide) and Rev John Paraskevopoulos
 (Canberra) for their 25th Anniversary since
they became Jodo Shinshu priests. They
made this special trip to Kyoto Japan visiting Ni-
shi Hongwanji as their act of appreciation.
Rev Esho Sasaki g
(TABC) organised a &
welcome dinner on
Wednesday 16 Oc-|
tober. Rev Wata-
nabe happened to
be in Japan visiting
his hospitalised §
mother in Kana-
zawa during this
week and he also
joined this dinner.
In Gassho,

(L-R)Rev

Watanabe,
George Paras, and Roy.

George, dJohn,

16/10/19
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(From page 2)

2019 Ho— On-Ko Dharma Message by Rev John Paraskevopoulos

liant than the sun and the moon.
This leads one to think that Amida
and his Pure Land are, in fact, differ-
ent aspects of one and the same real-
ity. The most significant thing to un-
derstand is that, ultimately, Amida
Buddha is actively seeking to bring us
‘home’, back to His realm of Nirvana,
an objective that is common to all
schools of Buddhism. The renowned
scholar, Edward Conze, beautifully
captures the essence of this awakening as follows:

Edward Conze

We are told that Nirvana is permanent, stable, im-
perishable, immovable, ageless, deathless, unborn,
and unbecome, that it is power, bliss and happiness,
the secure refuge, the shelter, and the place of unas-
sailable safety; that it is the real Truth and su-
preme Reality; that it is the Good, the supreme goal
and the one and only consummation of our life, the
eternal, hidden and incomprehensible Peace.

Can there be any doubt, then, that Amida and the
Pure Land as described in the sutras refer to any-
thing other than what has just been described above?
This is what ensures that Shin is an orthodox Bud-
dhist path as its goal is , essentially, personal trans-
formation through contact with this reality and noth-
ing else. Many masters have made this important
connection between Nirvana and the Pure Land:

The land of bliss is the realm of nirvana, the uncre-
ated... Undefiled by passions, unarisen, it is true re-
ality (Shan-tao).

Contemplating the features of the Pure Land, I see
that it is infinite, like space, vast and boundless
(Vasubandhu).

Nirvana has innumerable names ... It is called ex-
tinction of passions, the uncreated, peaceful happi-
ness, eternal bliss, true reality, oneness and Buddha
-nature (Shinran).

It is important to realise, however, that the reality of
Nirvana is not only something we experience after
death. Of course, becoming a fully-enlightened Bud-
dha is not possible for us ordinary people while we are
confined to our troubled human state with all its
problems and limitations. And yet, one can still ex-
perience our indwelling Buddha-nature (which is the
potential, within all of us, to eventually become fully
awakened) while still bound to this life of ignorance
and delusion. We can see the fruits of this realisation
in the transformative impact this has in our everyday
lives. For example, when flawed ordinary people take
refuge in Amida Buddha—exactly as they are with all
their doubts and difficulties—they are bestowed with
peaceful minds and loving hearts which provide deep
consolation, especially when we are afflicted by un-
predictable misfortunes. This is a gift that cannot be
earned by our own merit or ability. Indeed, even when
things in life are very rough, we are given access to
the Eternal while living in this perishable world with

its impermanent and unsatisfying seductions. This is a
source of genuine well-being that remains unshaken
even when our lives are in the midst of great turmoil
and uncertainty.

The very presence of the Buddha’s light within us con-
firms, beyond any doubt, what we really are —
namely, beings of blind passion in need of Amida’s lib-
erating activity that seeks to embrace us with wisdom
and compassion. Awakening to this presence, also
known as shinjin, is possible because the Buddha’s
light shines everywhere and is not just limited to an-
other world, far away from this one. It illumines us
right here where we find ourselves. Shinran says:

Buddha-nature ... pervades the countless worlds; it
fills the hearts and minds of the ocean of all beings.
Thus, plants, trees and land, all attain Buddhahood.
Since it is with these hearts and minds of all sentient
beings that they trust themselves to the Vow of
Amida Buddha, this shinjin is none other than Bud-
dha-nature.

The radiance that shines throughout the Pure Land of
bliss is the very same Nirvana which also pervades all
things here in this precarious condition in which we
find ourselves. Amida Buddha, who is the ‘personal’
face of this reality, gives us the ability to entrust in
Him and to know that we are embraced by His light.
In this sense, once can say that although this world is
certainly not the Pure Land, the presence of its light
can be experienced here and now in the turbulence and
adversity we find in this ‘‘mpure’ land which is how we
largely experience our everyday world.

Once we have ‘tasted’ this light for ourselves, there can
no longer be any doubt as to the truth of what count-
less faithful have testified to regarding the reality of
Amida Buddha and the Pure Land in their lives. This
is no longer wishful thinking but the most compelling
of proofs. When you find yourself bathed in the warm
loving embrace of the Primal Vow, the sting is taken
out of our fear and suffering and there is no more room
for uncertainty. So seek refuge in the only thing that is
‘true and real’ as Shinran says — the light and life of
Amida Buddha — and let it change your life by giving
you the abiding joy and serenity that you have always
longed for but which the world has never been able to
give you. In Gassho,

Rev John Paraskevopoulos

Learning about the teaching of
Sakyamuni Buddha at GWPS

dha, and will be learning
about the day when he [EE
— was enlightened, called 6\ .

Jodo-e. '
In Gassho,




(From page 1)

Ho-On-Ko2019 ™

not have been as successful as it was. Thank you and
“Yo-koso!”

in Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

The following message was delivered by Rev John Paraskevopoulos
at the Ho-On-Ko service on 10 November 2019

HOONKO 2019 DHARMA TALK

Rev John Paraskevopoulos

Today I want to talk about a matter
that causes some confusion to people
who encounter Shin Buddhism for
the first time. One often hears about
this place called the Pure Land and
imagine a distant realm that we go to
after we die but which isn’t very rele-
vant to our everyday life or helpful in
addressing our daily problems. In
fact, many modern people are often
embarrassed by such talk and tend to dismiss this idea
as an escapist fantasy that has nothing to do with Bud-
dhism; that it is simply wishful thinking or too similar
to the Christian notion of heaven to be taken seriously.

Before considering this rather common reaction to the
notion of a Pure Land, it is important for us to get
‘back to basics’ and think about the original sources for
this belief which has had, it must be said, a profound
spiritual influence on the lives and aspirations of mil-
lions of people for over two thousand years and which
still remains today, the most vital and widespread
faith in all of East Asia. Of course, when you read the
sutras at face value, it does indeed seem that they are
talking about a paradise located far away. For exam-
ple, one often encounters passages such as the follow-
ing:

In that Buddha-land, the earth is composed of jewels
which have appeared spontaneously. The land itself
is so vast, spreading boundlessly to the farthest ex-
tent, that it is impossible to know its limit. All the
rays of light from these jewels intermingle and create
manifold creations, producing a dazzling illumina-
tion. Those pure, superb and exquisite adornments
are unsurpassed.

When we reflect on this description, we can see that
this is but an attempt to indicate a sense of the bliss-
fulness of that realm by the use of highly imaginary
symbolism. It is not to be taken as a literal description
of what this place is like; neither is it describing a
physical location in the universe billions of miles from
earth. Rather, it is an attempt to suggest a mystery: to
indicate, through reference to experiences that we
value in our world, something of the inconceivable
splendour of Nirvana which can never adequately be
captured in words. For example, jewels’ represent the
permanence and indestructibility of Nirvana in con-
trast to the changeable conditions of our world. The In-
dian master Vasubandhu says:

H
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When I consider the features of that world, I see
that . . . it is infinite, like space, vast and boundless.

We are limited creatures bound by language and,
when ordinary words inevitably fail us as we try to
describe the indescribable, we must use words and
images that are out of the ordinary, which force us to
suspend the habitual thinking that dominates our
lives, so that we are jolted into a radically new way of
seeing things.

Therefore, and more importantly, the Pure Land is
the aspect of Nirvana representing ‘Utmost Peace and
Bliss’, a phrase used in the sutra to describe the ex-
perience of those who are born there. This is not a
realm distant from our world; it is an active force that
is deeply connected to our lives and which is con-
stantly seeking to wake us from our spiritual slum-
ber. We read that:

The Pure Land is vast in extent, unsurpassed and
supremely wonderful, always present and subject
neither to decay nor change.

The Larger Sutra of Immeasurable Life, the most im-
portant scripture of the Pure Land tradition, also de-
scribes the Pure Land as the ‘Land of Immeasurable
Light’. It clearly tells us about the nature of this light
and what it means for our lives when it touches us:

Sentient beings who encounter this light have their
defilements swept away, and they become soft and
gentle in body and mind. They dance with joy, and
the good mind arises in them. When those suffering
pain and travail ... see this light, they all find res-
pite and are freed of afflictions. After their lives
have ended, they all gain emancipation. The light of
the Buddha of immeasurable life 1s resplendent ...
pure and immense; it brings joy and happiness to
sentient beings everywhere.

The Pure Land, being a realm of spiritual light, is
precisely where such peace and happiness can ulti-
mately be found and perfectly fulfilled. The sutra also
describes it as the ‘Land of All-knowing Wisdom’.
Therefore, it is also a place of enlightenment and lib-
eration from the anguish caused by spiritual igno-
rance.

One must not forget that the Buddha to which the
Pure Land tradition is devoted, Amitabha (or Amida
in Japanese), is also called the Buddha of Infinite
Light and Eternal Life. Elsewhere we read:

The light of Amida Buddha is surpassingly good; it
is luminous and wondrous among all that is good. It
is pleasing beyond compare, boundlessly excellent.
Amida Buddha’s light is pure, without the least de-
filement or diminution. Amida Buddha’s light is su-
perbly beautiful, a hundred million times more bril-

(Continues on page 3)
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A Successful 2019 HO-ON-KO Service
Observed on
Sunday, 10 November 2019

Members and supporters once again gathered at HBMA and commemorated
Shinran Shonin’s memorial day observing Ho-on-ko service. (L-R): Ami Wata-
nabe, Mr Leo Ho, Rev Watanabe, Mrs Aki Chan, Mr Jonathan Shearman, Rev
John Paraskevopoulos, Ms Silvia Viaggio, Mr Bede Draper, Mrs Ayako Mitsui-
Browne, Mr Norman Fung, Rin and Sho Watanabe. (Photo taken by Yukimi
Watanabe on 10/11/19)
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On 10 November, we once again
observed the annual Ho-On-Ko
service, commemorating Shinran
Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu.

For this year’s service, we decided to use
Meeting Room of Gordon Library.

HBMA members and supporters gath-
ered there to show our appreciation to
Shinran Shonin, who passed away on 16
January 1263. Thirteen people gathered
to participate in this important annual
observance.

Shinran Shonin
1173—1263

Ho-On-Ko literally means, ‘A gath-
ering to repay our debt of grati-
tude”. Our tradition started when
@ the third Hongwanji Gomonshu,
% Kakunyo Shonin, officiated the
~| 33rd Memorial service for Shinran
; ™ Shonin, and wrote “Hoonko Shiki
Ms Ayako Mitsui (Top), Mr (style)” in which he described how
J]‘;;‘;tha“ —Shearman 0 oo followers of Jodo Shinshu,
om), paying respect to .

Amida Buddha by offering Observe the founder’s memorial ser-
incense. (10/11/19) vice, - praising the virtue of Shin-
ran Shonin and repaying the debt

of gratitude to him.
Ever since that time, the memorial
T service of Shinran Shonin has been

 called “Ho-On-Ko”.

| For this special observance, we
were very fortunate to welcome
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Dharma message by Rev John Paraskevopoulos

Reverend John Paraskevopou-
los from Canberra as a guest
speaker. We also welcomed Ms
Ayako Mitsui-Browne, Mr Nor-
man Fung, Mr Jonathan Shear-
man, Mr Bede Draper & Silvia
Viaggio, Mr Leo Ho & Aki
Chan. After my welcome mes-
sage, we all sang “Hoonko no 8
uta”, then chanted “Shoshin
Nembutsu-ge” in the “Gyofu”
style and the “wasan”. Then we
offered incense in front of the
shrine one by one.

Rev Paraskevopoulos
sharing the Dharma

message. (10/11/19)

After listening to the very meaningful and powerful
Dharma talk from Rev Paraskevopoulos (Please find his
Dharma message on the next page.) I talked in Japanese

about “How we should understand ‘ON’( &)”.

We concluded service after we
sang “Ondokusan”. After the
service, we took a commemora-
B .
% tive group photo in front of the
'shrine. Then, we had a deli-
< cious potluck “Otoki” lunch.

Norman shows his respect. Thank you very much to the
to Amida Buddha.

following people who shared
the food: Mrs Mitsui-Browne,
- |Mr Shearman, Mr Fung, Mr/
Mrs Leo & Aki, Mr/Mrs Bede &
Silvia, and Yukimi. “Arigato
B8 Gozaimashita” for all of your
= _ generous contribution.

Sil Aki (b ¥ 1t was also so nice to see chil-
via (top), i (bottom) . - . _
aving their respect to Q€0 Ami, Rin & Sho. The pres
Amida Buddha. (10/11/19) ence of all of guests, members

and children made our service a
. very special one!

,_@ Once again, without the atten-
S dance of each and every person
= at our annual Ho-On-Ko Service
1 for Shinran Shonin, it would

(Continues on page 2)




