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.Feb 26(Sun) 11:00 am EIHE?L?% / Sunday Service
Mar 5 (Sun) Q am ~DU—YP v A= S5UP-5« / Clean up Australia Day
@Lane Cove National Park [ BEE*LIESIAEE/No service at HBMA]

BEOTER 1 11 (Sat) 2-6 pm EEBFXAAENCAFERZIE AR ~ / 6th Year Memorial Event \

AADZ LI 3 for East Japan Earthquake @ Daugherty Centre, Chatswood ]
) 12 (Sun) 11:00 am =AFARBARARENMEEEREE

A7 VUTF ¥ — 4

77 A 19 (Sun) 11:00 am MFRES/Autumn O-Higan Service

STABITRA R 4 20 (Mon) ( REEF#H;RFETT / New Bulletin Issue )

s =T v T 4 26 (Sun) ¢ K EE /No Service i

F—=ARNFYT = Apr 2 (Sun) 11:00 am FBEDVDEE / Hana-matsuri Service £l

Foza— hE 4 % F5E58ET/Guest Speaker: Rev Mark Healsmith

HED T AE— R 9 (Sun) 11:00 am WAFAZEE / Aoril Shotsuki

[ 11(Tue-23(Sun) BEIFIE AU TORISSEEBHRBOED—BRE 1
Rev Watanabe off to Japan to attend Dento Hokoku Hoyo
\ 16 & 23 (Sun) < K EE / No Service >
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Shinran Shonin
(1173 - 1265)

Tathagatas none
otherthannirvana,
and nirvana is called
Buddhanature
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* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne
* Mr Michio Ochiai Membership (One year)

* JCS Printing Honorarium (Jan & Feb /2016)
* Chaplain Fund  Buddhist Council of NSW
* Rev Watanabe —

* Rev Masako Sugimoto
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

CO—7 BET, FEEDHBREIDHET 1,135.00 FILOCEEZE SEMUVEIEEE UL, BDESCSNEUEZ. B2

In the past month, donations to the amount of 1,135.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

Memorial service and donations

2017 Dharma Words Calendar 20 copies

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA NSWS Scripture Class at Lindfield East PS "™ &
) Buddhist Scripture Class
& resumed at

L"%&{f}?{ﬂ}fﬁ“ Lindfield East Public School.

Buddhist scripture class re-
started on Tuesday 21st Febru-
ary, at Lindfield East Public
School where I volunteer as a
scripture teacher. 2017 makes
my 11th year of continuous com-
munity volunteer service at this
school!
At the first lesson, there were 36
students this year including 10
new faces, among them 6 were from kindergarten
classes. This is the second largest number of stu-
dents in the last 11 years! After
mmtroducmg all the new stu-
= dents, we learnt an important
varatoity changes
nothit g resains and famous message of the
woteet che i Buddha, which was
Euiﬁa et f O0Everything changes nothing
A ¥ remains
Dp" uk\t‘*\’}fr ;. #$ § without
ﬁﬁ%” change
: L & I explained
that by ¥
me s skh§wingd "
and under-
standing this message fully, we
know our life can not be re-|
peated and each moment is very
precious so we have to do our
best in our everyday lives. Then (Top) All students write
or draw what they
I explained what BUDDHISM jearmt (bottom). then
stands for - B for Buddha, U for watched cartoon about
Buddhads Ul t i maBuddhads aleff
which is Dharma, then one of -
principals is 0

This year once again
Buddhist scripture class
will be taught in library

(Top: sign for Buddhist
scripture studnets.)

Buddhads

white board

(o}
which 1s Dukka, then by believ-
ing Buddhist teaching, we can
have  Happy life, Inter-
dependent with each other, lead g
by the Sangha (Monks) who do
Meditation as one of their daily
practices.

It 1s a very important task for
adult to teach children about the

@+ Buddha Dharma from their young
™ age, and this scripture class is giv-
ing me a wonderful opportunity.
ll We all believe Australia has a very
good education system and we

_.II BULLETIN |

Officers from Agency for

 mm—

Cultural Affairs visited HBMA

We welcomed a couple of Japanese government offi-
cers, Mr Koji Osawa and Mr Minoru Hayashi from the
Religious Affairs Division of the Agency for Cultural
Affairs on Tuesday 14 February. They came to Aus-
tralia to research how Japanese religions are develop-
ing, our relationship with Australians, and how we
are registered with the Australian government, etc. I
hope the information I shared with them will help the
Japanese government to understand how Jodo Shin-

shu is developing in Australia. In Gassho,

w =g
4 |

The Agency for Cul-
tural Affairs the ser-

. . i blis
(L to R) Mr Minoru Hayashi, Rev Wata- vice pu -
" gi
nabe, and Mr Koji Osawa (14/02/17)) Book of Reh’ ons n
Japan. o6

/S5 Please use the HBMA tennis

/ “ cqurt and support HBMA!

TGy
As our new HBMA location has a tennis court. Since

u fafseér iyre@d 6s big cl ean
renting to the people who wish to practice tennis.
To support HBMA you are most welcome to hire the
court. The hiring cost is very minimum as $10/hour
for HBMA members ($15/hour for non-members). So

please use the court as

much as you wish and

. support HBMA!

' In Gassho,

up

This tennis court -
always has some
shade where you [

can rest during a
break!

hi nc¢



(From page 2)

2017 Nirvana Day Service

At that instant, his happy
thought of rice were all gone,
and all he could think of was
how he could get out of this
situation.

After Kozo-san had finished
his chanting, the old lady

to be done, I had better do it now and should not
procrastinate;

I should not postpone something important for per-
sonal reasons. Another thing is, when we have to
accomplish a task, try to do it with a heart of appre-
ciation. Because I always feel that anything that
occers to me is trying to teach me something new. I

told him that the rice was Dicecookedbyatraditional | g on gt believe in fatalism bu
ready. But, Kozo-san no bo? portant I should try to accept or overcome the
l onger wanted to eat t he]| dithation,andslouldnet trg te éschpet o0 her |, ol
am sorry, but suddenly | gJTlee bipggest isaue & thonma bding has htee faca nsd
I donot t hink I can eat | dedtlgdoIbelieww.e. 6 Wi t h thi s, He
quickly packed his belongings and went back to the | As Buddha said, nothing can escape
temple. the dissolution of the body, as long

) as we |live in thi .| 04
- A few days later, Osho-san asked him to go to | ¢ i p g we candt es. vle n
that old | adyds house agalbi BRdha 208 Lt Sboid Si€ By
this time, Kozo-san had completely forgotten what | when we seriously face this most
happened on his last visit as Kozo-s an 6 s qnﬁ)!)r{aﬂt issue, we can find the real
schedule was very busy. meaning of our life. Then, we will be
When he arrived at the house, the old lady an- | ;116 to find the most important
swered at the door and s@ahifsidQrlife! Wwhich i€-Q Rhoutds
welcome! It is so nice to see you again. I knew you say Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu.
are coming today, so I made some Amazake (a In the teachiné of the Nembutsu, we
Swee t, rrce  wi i€ : f, or o !sagr we are receiving Shinjin/True .
Once again, Kozo-san was [B% // heart, precious gift for salvation Amida Buddha
very happy because he was ’/ { from Amida Buddha: the Buddha of infinite life and
gong to ha\{e Amazake! Af s ' light, the Buddha of wisdom and compassion. In
ter the service, the old lady g C . our teaching, Shinjin is not something we have to
served Kozo-san a cup of —_— create and present to somebody else. Because
hot Amazake. Kozo-san — Amida Buddha is sharing his Shinjin with each and
drank this rice wine an‘d Amazake every one of us. It is a free gift, yet a very precious
told her how delicious it gift. Shinran Shonin chose Shinjin as the word
was. which most adequately carries his intended mean-
It was then that the ol d i'nagdyofsabghéotphf“h AP0 oHeWB s
remember the last time you came here for the ser- clear and pure way.o6 Therlefo
vice? | cooked rice for |y dba“tBu36QiLha%QUIfﬁ’%‘~étg??i,iéh
wel I, | di dndt wan tto wagsbige Nadhng Anrlida(Bﬁts_uaHpoglr d¥ify fives with 91 d -
ndt want to eat it beca“&ptﬁrecatioﬁt%ﬂd‘d&hg. it for you. $o0,
made this Amazake from tha rice you couldnot eat
the other day! o

You could imagine how Kozo-san reacted!

I love this story. In our daily lives, there are some
things we cannot avoid. For example, aging, illness,
and death are inevitable and we cannot escape from
them. In our daily life as well, there are a lot of
things we cannot escape.

Those who are working have to meet people/
customers whether they like them or not. I have to
write articles for the Bulletin every month, which
cannot avoid. I also volunteer for the Japanese com-
munity as a chief Bulletin editor. These jobs make
my office a chaos every month! My wife has to feed
our children three times a day, seven days a week.
There are many things we cannot avoid in our eve-
ryday lives. The above story of the Kozo-san re-
minds me that when I have something that needs

= Thank you very much
™% to the following mem-
bg bers who participated
for the Nirvana Day
Service and also shared
- delicious food: Ms Hi-
Mr/Mrs
D " Victor and Gill David-
&~ |son, Ms Ayako Mitsui-
; Browne, Mr Norman
Fung and his son,
Laszlo, and my family members, Yukimi, Yushin,
Rin & Sho.

Thank you for your attendance.

In Gassho
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe




(From page 1) 2017 Nirvana Day Service ™)

the school entry exam,
and number three was|
embarrassing experiences.
Other interesting answers
wer e; 0o my I
nowo, oi I I ne
Oheartbreako,
to give up s

falling apart | i ke a dil api
. : oMy disciples, my | ast mome
? (L; f b 3 2 :j ]? (S,) a : (top) Sho and (bottom) Mr | not forget that death is only the end of the physi-
Norman  Fung  offering | cal body. The body was born from parents and was
If someone 1nvented 2 SP¢ incense in front of the shrine | nourished By food; just as inevitable are sickness
cial eraser which will B and death. 6
erase everything, I believe 0But the true Buddha -itsis not
the many people would Enlightenment. A human body must die, but the
buy it. Wisdom of Enlightenment will exist forever in the
truth of the Dharma, and in the practice of the
Dharma. He who sees merely my body does not
truly see me. Only he who accepts my teaching
truly sees me. o
O0After my death, t he Dhar
teacher. Follow the Dharma and you will be true

To blow out an actual fire
1s very easy but it is diffi-
cult to blow out both their
past or their heart and
mind. But Amida Buddha
knew it beforehand and to me. 6

prepared his Vow to save o | oDuring th eivelyasstof nfydife,tl have
all of us who are repeating false actions. Amida withheld nothing from my teachings. There is no
Buddha is accepting all of us as we are, just watch- secret teaching, no hidden meaning; everything
ing us equally, with no discrimil}ations. So sponta- has been tau g]zt,,‘ openly and clearly. My dear disci-
neous I, y we say othank you C ples, this is the end. In a moment, I shall be pass-
Butsuo. ing into Nirvana. This |

3

I would like to introduce an old but very famous
Japanese story which goes like this:

- A long time ago, there were an Osho-san (Head
monk) and a Kozo-san (apprentice monk) in a tem-
ple. One day, Osho-san asked Kozo-san to go to the
house of one of temple members to observe a me-
morial service. So Kozo-san went to the house to
conduct the service.

He was greeted at the door by an old lady. She
sai d, O0Wel come, we |l c o nsan [
that you are coming. I was expecting you and am
so glad to see you. You can stay for supper, right? I
wi || cook some rice f~" yYou!

Devoted members offered incense one by one. (12/02/17)

Then I shared my English message for the adults

as follows, Kozo-san was very L

We are gathered here today to commemorate ‘{’hfm happy, because he 1
Shakyamuni Buddhaos passi #H hadnot haao ricp f
curred on the fifteenth day of February some 2500 1 ‘« “ a long time. White rice was

years ago in Kushinagar, in northern part of India. very rare and very expensive

I would like to food at that time in Japan.
‘share Buddh While he was chanting the
! moments by intro- | sutra, all he could think about was the bowl of
‘ t ducing the story | rice. From the place Kozo-san was sitting, he could
®4from 06The ~peek atthe kitchen. At first, he was the old lady
' d0f Buddh as . washing rice with water and at her side, there was
aMy disciples, my | her grandchild. The next time he peeked at the
end is approaching, ' Ki t chen he coul dndt bel-ijleve
our parting is near, A San saw was the little boy piddling into the rice pot
but do not lament. = While the old lady was doing something else!

The Parinirvana of the Buddha. Gand-
hara 2-3rd Century

Life is ever chang-

(Continues on page 3)
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HBMA .m'e;ml.)ers observed

Nirvana day / Nehan-e
on 12 February 2017

Membersand friends gathered to commemor a
away observing Nehan-e Service. Back row (I-R) Rin, Sho and Rev Watanabe,
Hiroko Okuyama, Norman & Laszlo Fung, Yushin Watanabe, Ayako Mitsui-
Browne, Front row: Victor and Gill Davidson. (12/02/17) photo taken by Yukimi

On 12 February, we held our annual Nir-
vana Day service. With devoted Dharma
friends we commemorated the passing of
Sakyamuni Buddha, the founder of Buddhism.

After the sutra chanting, we all offered incense.
Then I shared a message about “Ni r v awith dhe
children. We first made sure of the literal meaning
of ONi rvanadé which is
duced an account of question in a questionnaire that
was circulated by a Japanese company which pro-
duces pencils and
do you wish to erase the
The company ran-
domly picked 1,000
people to answer
this  questionnaire
and there received
many different an-
swers.

(@ The most popular
¥lanswer wa s
to erase an embar-
rassing experience
which | ha
More than 100 peo-

When Shakyamuni Buddha passed ple wrote about this
away, all disciples and animals in the answer-both men
forest gathered together and lamented.

0t ¢

eraser sj.

]

u

m

and women. Some embar- ‘g % @ AL

i i z: ST
rassing experiences were as 17 ¥ “oty g,
follows; £ . /o5 2
OWhen | fell 38 tixsina By
the class and talked in my | # %
sleep, everyone laughed at i : ;b:,s;:«;;ﬂ-&nl
me . 0 '
0OWhen | was chosen to bg
in front of all the school students, I found my fly
was open. 6
O WHk@amunli Bwadsasswahsksinyg i n {
into manhole. Many peopl
Among the mends answer s,
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lar answer was a wish to erase all of their debt,
and number three was
to erase evil politi-
clans, etc.

For women, the second
most popular answer
was to erase their
acne and freckles, and
| number three was to
1 get rid of their body
fat. The number one
I answer for school kids
was bad school results,
and number two was

(Continues on page 2)

NIRVANA=2#82 (Perfect Tranquillity)

Literally, Nirvana means, 8t o b | oThis & the
state where all human defilements and passions
have been completely extinguished through certain
practices and meditation based upon Right Wisdom.
Those who had attained this state are called

Buddhas. Gautama Siddhartha had attained this
state and became a Buddha at 35. However, it is
thought that it was only after he had passed away
that he reached such a state of perfect tranquillity,
because some residue of human defilement would
have continued to be present as long as his physical
body existed.
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