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27 (Mon) 5:00 pm Ifter Dinner @ St Mary’s Cathedral House
BRBEAEIZ A T 4 28 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE#LIFE / Sunday Service — Cancelled
iﬁT%IK%

« — — ¥ »* * There may be alteration to the dates * »* »* — —

s May 3 (Sun) 11:00 am BEB#HZEE/May Shotsuki Memorial Service @ BCNSW
10 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE%LIF / Sunday Service @ BCNSW
17 (Sun) 11:00 am [EFHI=E & FRMB=/Gotan-e & HBMA AGM @ BCNSW
25 (Mon) ( AEEF#RFTT / New Bulletin Issue )
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Rev Watanabe with Venerable Thay Thong Phap who is attending Rev

Gatenby’s Dharma session in Adelaide. He comes to Sydney time to time to teach
one to the Chaplain Course sessions at the Buddhist Council of NSW (20/02/20).
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“When we don't understand
the real thing,
We take the unreal
for the real.”

ZBEZE / Rijin Yasuda
(1900 - 1982)
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In the past month, donations to the amount of 60000 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA have also deposited $ 3.00 to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building Fund.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:
* Ms Hitomi Miyamura — Father’ s first year memorial
* Ms Akiko Minami — Autumn Ohigan Donation
* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations
* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Special Donation
* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Donation
* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honourarium

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Another Successful
Clean Up Australia Day!

at Lane Cove National Park
on 1 March 2020

2 year, on 3
ll March, HBMA
’J members and
2 friends partici-
pated in the
30th  Annual
Up

- : Day”, at Lane
Cove National Park, together with Japanese commu-
nity groups, such as the Japan Club of Sydney (JCS) -
where Rev Watanabe volunteers as a vice president-,
and the Japanese Society of Sydney (J SS)

Lane Cove National 4§
Park at 9:30 am §
and a person who
is in charge of the
Clean Up event and

rangers explained &
how and where to w= 3
collect rubbish in -

the park. Then Mr {on) Participants
Kiya, the Consul-
General of Japan in
Sydney welcomed
everyone to this
event, then the representa- |
tives of the Japanese Society -
of Sydney and the dJapan |

Club of Sydney shared their ™4
greetings. ‘

athered together at
the Park and listen to the speech from

Mr Kiya, Consul General of Japan.
(bottom) We made Lane Cove National
Park even more beautiful park takin
away this many rubbish! (01/03/30)

~ After taking a s
& group photo, we
¥  grabbed garbage

bags and scattered
into the park. -
After collecting much rub- {
bish, we gathered once

all enjoyed a delicious lunch
together and had fun talk-
ing about each of our own §
personal clean up day ex- s

periences.

This event was an another great success with over
110 people taking their part.

volunteers across 7000 locations have removed an esti-
mated 16,500 tonnes of rubbish from their favourite
parks, beaches, bushland, suburban streets and water-
ways across nation.

We all hope this event will grow every year. Australians
have taken a very simple idea and run with it. All we
need to do is just get out to one of the sites or we can
create a new site to clean up. Anyone could do this and
make a difference rather than just sitting back and
thinking about it.

Clean up Australia chairwoman Pip Kiernan, the
daughter of founder Ian Kiernan, said she is proud of
the movement that has grown over three decades.
“Australians are frustrated with the amount of waste
and plastic we are creating,” she said.

“So Clean up Australia gives them a great way to band
together and do something practical to make a differ-
ence.”

Thank you for those who participated in this
meaningful event.

In Gassho,

it's time t
nUCka

Group photo was taken after the meeting. (24/02/20

Rev Watanabe joined the Interfaith

roundtable of nuclear disarmament
@Uniting Church in Australia Head Office (Sydney CBD)
24 February 2020 I

On behalf of the chairman of Buddhist
Council of NSW, Rev Watanabe at-
tended this meeting to discuss what |
we, as religious representatives could |
do on this 75th anniversary year of :
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. In Gassho,




Dharma Talk by Rev Mark Healsmith

After some discussion of the distinction between the not a moment, not an instant, when his practice
meditative good practices, the distractive good prac- in the three modes of actions was not pure, or
tices and the practice of the nembutsu, Honen Shonin | lacked the true mind. With this pure, true mind
writes: the Tathagata brought to fulfilment the perfect,

‘If one carefully ponders the intent of the | unhindered, inconceivable, indescribable and in-
[Meditation] sutra, however, one will see that it is not | explicable supreme virtues. The Tathagata gives
these various practices that were entrusted to An- | this sincere mind to all living things, an ocean of
anda for future transmission. Only the one Nembutsu | beings possessed of blind passions, karmic evil
practice was so entrusted for the ages that would fol- | and false wisdom. This mind manifest the true
low. One ought surely to know that the reason why | mind of benefiting others. For this reason, it is
Shakyamuni did not entrust these various practices | completely untainted by the hindrance of doubt.
to Ananda was that they are completely absent from | This sincere mind takes as its essence the revered
Amida’s Original Vow. The reason why Shakyamuni | Name of supreme virtues.’ ( The Collected Works
transmitted the Nembutsu to him was that it is in ac- | of Shinran, p95)

cord with Amida’s Original Vow. There are so many statements in Shinran’s writ-

As ever, our teacher Shinran Shonin clarifies every- | ings that teach us how to understand that the
thing. In his Kyogyoshinsho he writes: mind that is single is shinjin and that saying the

‘...the three minds that beings awaken are all | nembutsu is the right act with which our birth in
minds of self-benefit that are individually different | the Pure Land is settled. We need to understand
and not the mind that is single, which arises from | that ultimately the teachings of the three minds
[Amida’s] benefiting of others. They are roots of good | need not confuse or disturb us, because within the
with which to aspire for the Pure Land that | mind that is single - which Amida gives to us as
[Shakyamuni] Tathagata taught as a distinct provi- | shinjin - the sincere mind, the deep mind and the
sional means.’ (Tbe Collected Works obejman’ p2]2) mind of aspiration for birth and directing of virtue
are included. Our practice is the mind of Amida

That 1is, the teachings of the three minds are self- and the mind of Amida is shinjin.

power provisional teachings that should lead us to
the other-power of Amida benefiting each of us. *
Whatever degree of accomplishment we may achieve
of each of the three minds will be incomplete since we
bonbu are incapable of the moral and spiritual disci-
pline that could make them otherwise.

This Dharma Talk was to have been delivered at
the Hanamatsuri service in April. As things
stand, none of us can know when there will next
be an HBMA service. HBMA continues though in
In the 18th Vow of Amida Tathagata - the Primal | the hearts of its Sangha - all of you who will read
Vow - Amida declared that sentient beings are to | this bulletin, the Australian Ministers and Rev.
‘sincerely and joyfully entrust themselves to me, de- | Watanabe. In this difficult time please each one of
sire to be born in my land’. This seems to be, again, | you do your best to stay well and to live your un-
the three minds, but Shinran Shonin clarifies this | repeatable lives in the compassionate embrace of
too. Amida Tathagata, saying the nembutsu.

‘...the three minds are the mind of truth and real- | I enjoy reading and thinking about the Buddhad-
ity, free of any taint of falsity; they are the mind right | harma, and I value the opportunity to share this
and straightforward, free of any taint of wrong and | ‘talk’ with you, but as I have said almost every
deceit. Truly we know, then, that this is called shinjin | time I am given the opportunity, there is one
because it is untainted by the hindrance of doubt. teaching I live by.
Shinjin is the mind that is single. The mind that is SR ‘As for me, I simply ac-
single is shinjin that is true and real.’ ( The Collected J’ cept and entrust myself
Works of Shinran, p94) to what my revered
teacher told me, “Just
say the nembutsu and be
saved by Amida”; noth-
ing else is involved.’
(Tannisho 2)

And again:

‘...reflecting on this [threefold] mind for myself
alone, I find that all beings, an ocean of multitudes,
have since the beginingless past down to this day,
this very moment, been evil and defiled, completely
lacking the mind of purity. They have been false and
deceitful, completely lacking the mind of truth and
reality. Thus, when the Tathagata, in profound com-
passion for the ocean of all sentient beings in pain
and affliction, performed bodhisattva practices for in-
conceivable millions of measureless kalpas, there was

In Gassho,
Rev Mark Healsmith

Rev Mark Healsmith




(From page 1)

East Japan Earthquake Memorial ‘

he introduced

Rev Watanabe.
|Rev Watanabe
~ 1 delivered a
X | message and
2 chanted a sutra.
Then he lead a
minute’s silence,
called “Mokuto”.

- During the
We watched a documentary Movie called “Not ceremony, we

alqne”, and ‘Iife - The” unt(?ld story of Fuku- all extended
shima Evacuation Zone”, which showed us how d
affected people recovered from the disaster. our eepest

sympathy to
the victims of the earthquake and tsunami, and we
sent our thoughts to Japan.
This ceremony was followed by watching movies of the
affected areas. During this event, there was home-
made Mochi, noodles and
soup sale, fundraising mar-
ket of traditional Japanese

=< craft items, etc.
& 55 .
o This event was a great suc-
= cess and was supported by
many Sydneysiders and

also students from Japan.

u,k
S5 o

Home-made Mochi and soup for

fundraising towards market. In Gassho,
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Dharma talk by Rev Mark Healsmith

DHARMA TALK FOR HANAMATSURI 2020

a1 !/ ‘The ‘threefold faith of Other Power’ as
~J¢ taught in our tradition, is described in
" the Eighteenth Vow as ‘sincerity, joyous
faith and aspiration for birth in my land.’
Although we call this ‘threefold faith’, it
E%:Vv()’ is simply the One Mind with which fol-
lowers take refuge in, and entrust them-
selves to, Amida. For it is with the awakening of
the one thought-moment, in which those followers
whose past good conditions have been unfolded
take refuge in Amida Buddha, that Buddha with
his mind-light embraces those who have thus taken
refuge.’

LIVING WITH THANKS, The Gojo Ofumi. The Five
Fascicle Version of Rennyo Shonin’s Letters, Transla-
tion and Commentary Kemmyo Taira Sato, p283

I am slowly and carefully working
my way through Sato Sensei’s new
translations and thoughtful com-
mentaries on Rennyo Shonin’s col-
‘“ lected letters. The translations are
clear, concise and consistent, very
much clearer than the only other

B version I have in the old

Rennyo Shonin ‘Shinshu Seiten’ book. The letter

from which the passage quoted above comes - ‘On
Shinshti Nenbutsu Followers’- like all of Rennyo
Shonin’s letters, is a brief but profound exposition
on important matters. Here I will consider just a
part of what is raised in this letter.

When first encountered, the concept of the three
minds / threefold mind / threefold shinjin can be
confusing and disturbing. Confusing because there
1s a lot of discussion of the various aspects and true
meaning of these terms in the sutras and the sutra
commentaries, and disturbing because if we con-
sider the three minds as attainments we should
strive for and achieve in order to be born in the Pure
Land - as the 18th Vow of Amida seems to say - then
surely we will fail and not be born.

What are the three minds? In his Senchaku Hon-
gan Nembutsu Shi’ Honen Shonin devotes a chap-
ter - “The Three Minds’ - to this. He quotes exten-
sively from Master Shandao’s commentary on the
Meditation Sutra. Firstly there is the sincere or au-
thentic mind. There are many aspects discussed of
what constitutes the sincere mind, but the essential
part is that ‘one should not outwardly appear to be
wise, good and diligent while inwardly nourishing
falsehood.” Secondly, there is the deep mind. This is
essentially the mind of deep faith in the Pure Land
teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha arising from the
deep realisation that one is ‘an ordinary sinful hu-
man being who has been for countless kalpas al-
ways sunk in the stream of cyclic births and deaths,
unable to find the karmic conditions for escape.” The
third mind is the mind that awakens desire for re-
birth in the Pure Land.

The discussion in the Commentary of how one can
cultivate and perfect the Three Minds makes the
whole path seem very much out of the reach of we
bonbu at first, but then Master Shandao introduces
the parable of the ‘White Path.” We will all be famil-
iar with this story which makes it clear that it is by
entrusting ourselves to the teachings of Shakya-
muni Buddha and to Amida Buddha’s compassion-
ate heart that our birth in the Pure Land is assured.

Honen Shonin makes it clear what we actually need
to do in a later chapter - ‘Only the Nembutsu Was
Transmitted to Ananda.” At the end of the Medita-
tion Sutra it is taught -

“The Buddha said to Ananda, ‘You must hold fast
to these words! To hold fast to them is to hold fast to
the Name of the Buddha of Immeasurable
Life.”
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The Ninth Year of
the 2011 East Japan Earthquake,
Tsunami and Fukushima
disaster Commemoration

JCS Rainbow Project Event TSU_ NA- GU

on Friday 06 March 2020

Dedicated people gathered for the commemoration ceremony event

held at Sydney Mechanic’s School of Arts, NSW. (06/03/20

Nine years have |
passed since the huge
earthquake and tsu-
nami struck north-east
of Japan on 11 March
2011.

This tragedy left more

than twenty one thou-
sand and seven hun- |
dred people dead or
missing. I can never
forget the images 1
saw on television that
day of the black, wall-
like tsunami rushing

Chanting before the silent meditation.

over the Sendai Plain at tremendous speed and cover-
ing houses, farmlands and even cars which are still
running and trying to escape. The images of many fish-
ers bravely heading out to sea in order to safeguard
their vessels are also etched deeply into our minds.

The nuclear
@ power plant ac-
i cident, which
followed the
earthquake and
~ tsunami, has
forced many
people to leave

http://www . hongwanji.com.au
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tive contamina- '
tion. Efforts are -“5
being made to im- ’
prove the situa-
tion, but our

hearts ache to -“

. Mr Peter Gibson, the master of ceremo-
think of the people nies, and myself standing in front of the
who are even now pictures of affected area. These photos
unable to go back Weretaken by Ms Misalki Ito. (06/03/20)

to their own homes, and many of their home towns
became ghost towns.

The Japanese community, Japan Club of Sydney,
where Rev Watanabe gives support as one of the
board members for more than a decade, once again
organised this special commemorative ceremony as
part of the “Rainbow Project”. It was held on 6th
March at Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts in Sydney
City where over two hundred people gathered.

After the opening remarks and welcome message
given by the master of ceremonies, Mr Peter Gibson,

(Continues on page 2)

We are sorry to announce
Hana Matsuri

Service has been cancelled

Because of the spread of the new coronavirus,
we cannot celebrate Buddha’s birthday at the
service but please commemo-
rate his birth on 8 April with
your own way. Please enjoy -
Rev Mark Healsmith’s Dharma
message (in page 2 to 3). Your
continuous support 1is very
much appreciated.
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