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HBEERA(1173F-12635)

“Those who hear the
Buddha’s Name
attain forever the stage
of nonretrogression.”

by Shinran Shonin(1173-1262)
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our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations: :

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donation
* Ms Tomoko Mitarai (Japan) — Membership for 2018
* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honorarium

thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Expression of Dana/Gratitude

ChO—r BET, TEeOBRKIDHET 1,062.00 FILDOTEHE SEMUVZIEEH UL,
I, BEHBIC, FH2RILNBHEUVTSEERIDEBUTES I UL, CORMIIARREFRIIE

In the past month, donations to the amount of $1,062.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express

* Mr Graham Ranft — Membership pledge (One year $200)
* Mr & Mrs Kazushi and Eriko Ishida — Memorial for the late Tokuji Natsume ($200)
* Ms Akiko Hiratsuka — Membership pledge (One year $100)

* Mr & Mrs Shigeki and Mitsuyo likura — Membership pledge (One Year)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Dento Hokoku Hoyo Report ™ .

Dento Hokoku Hoyo Report
The Commemoration on the Accession

of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition
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Kyoto Hongwanji in the morning of 16 April 2017

It was fortunate to be able to
attend this ‘once in a lifetime’
ceremony, Dento Hokoku Hoyo,
at Kyoto Hongwanji. My two
g children, Rin and Sho and I
joined this commemorative
ceremony on Sunday 16 April.
The day was very busy, we got
congregation (bottom) dur- UP 4am to experience striking
ing the official ceremony in Hongwanji Temple-bell. This
Goei-do/Shinran’s hall was the first time ever that or-
g dinary people could strike the
Hongwanji temple bell
(Bonsho). First went to Monbou
Kaikan at 5:00 am to meet
-~ Hongwanji staff, then eight of
us walked to the Bell-tower.
1Then we first listened to the
y explanation and from 5:30 am
‘#l we started to strike the bell for
every 30 seconds and the last
two were struck by the staff.
b We was sleepy but our hearts
<™ and minds became alert and
bt Zreally felt like the day had
Takashi Shin-mon sama truly started.
greeted to evreyone using Then, we attended morning
his skill of sign language 4o yice at Amida-hall at 6:00
p am. We chanted Amida-kyo but the way
: of reading the sutra was different and so
we just listened the chanting.
After taking breakfast at our hotel, we
then visited Hongwanji International
Centre to see all the HIC staff. Then,
Hikida Bucho and Rev Nozaki accompa-
nied me to the Administration building
to let me first greet Governor/Rev Keiichi

tending his message to the
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We all hit the Hongwanji Temple-bell at 5:30 am.(16/04/17
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T Abe. After that we had an hour-
' long meeting with Rev Kido Onoi,
who is Head of Policy Planning Of-
|| fice. Rev Onoi happened to be have
" graduated from Ryukoku univer-
| sity with me, and met first time in
33 years! Besides our old friends’
stories, I reported what is happen-
ing in Australia, and what we have
to expect in future etc. He under-
stood our situation very well and
promised to keep supporting our
mission. Then after lunch we at-
tended the official ceremony in Goei
-do, which was such a moving ex-
perience!

With Governor Keiichi
Abe (Top) and with Rev
Kido Onoi. (16/04/17)

In Gassho,

What is the Dento Hokoku Hoyo / #
Commemoration of Accession?

On June 6, 2014, the Jodo Shinshu Tradi-
tion was transmitted to the 25th Head
Priest, Sennyo Monshu. The Commemora-
tion on the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu
Tradition or Dento Hokoku Hoyo, is con-
ducted standing before Amida Tathagata
and Shinran Shonin to formally announce
that the newly-inducted Head Priest will
take on the responsibilities as Monshu.
He will follow in the footsteps of his
predecessors to spread the Dharma on to
new generations and embrace the oppor-
tunity to share the Nembutsu teaching g
with all people. It is also a festive occasion 4l
to welcome everyone to celebrate the inau-
guration of the new Monshu.

*Dento f=4T literally means ‘transmit
light’ in which the Buddha Dharma is

e

(top) Three of us were

sitting in Yoma (left-hand

side room of the shrine in
Goeido, (bottom) after the
ceremony

be relayed from person to person and gen-
eration to generation. B =

INAANANANANANANANA/
% Welcome to HBMA ! 4 July 2017

Ms Janelle Sasaki &
Eri Kagamiyama (Tokyo Japan/CA USA)

= ]

e J Thank you for visit-
1 | ing  HBMA! Janelle

%
S
q
, Sasaki is a Japanese-g
%
Bi
2

second cousin of Rev
Hitoya Sakow of Fu-
kui Pref. where I be- <G
long to as a Buddhist ;
(J

A 'l priest. Eri is the best
(L-R) Eri, Rev and Janelle  friend of Janelle.
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Rev Mark’s ‘Listening to the Dharma”

tance, because beyond the oral
teaching transmitted in Tan- J
nisho, he wrote a very much to -
the point essay on it — ‘Notes on |||
Once-calling and Many- ii
]
il

calling.” (The Collected Works of Shin-
ran Vol. 1 pp473 — 490)

The first part of this essay is enti-
tled ‘The Teaching of Once-calling |
should not be Considered False.
This is a juxtaposed with the sec p.o Healsmith deliver-
ond part of the essay entitled ing Dharma message
‘The Teaching of Many-calling
should not be Considered False.’

ing Dharma message
durin; Hanamatsuri
service. (02/04/17)

In the first part Shinran Shonin reminds us that in
the ‘Larger Sutra of the Buddha of Immeasurable Life’
it is taught that what is important is ‘even one
thought moment of shinjin and joy’ and that ‘even’ in-
cludes ‘all possibilities, both many and few, a long
time and a short time, first and later.’

He goes on to teach us that saying the Nembutsu once
1s correct, and saying the Nembutsu repeatedly and
continuously is also correct, as is any degree between
these extremes. The point is that it is not the number
of times that we might say the Nembutsu that mat-
ters, but that we say it in the shinjin and with the joy
that is directed to us from Amida’s sincere mind. We
bonbu are not able to cultivate a sincere mind — it is
Amida Tathagata’s sincere mind given to us when we
hear His call — that is shinjin — that accomplishes the
practice that ensures our rebirth in the Pure Land in
the next life.

Returning to Tannisho, Shinran Shonin continues:

‘Those who are convinced that each calling of the
Name can erase the effects of their evil karma are
really trying to wipe them out so as to attain rebirth
by their own efforts. If this were true, since every
thought we have during our lives binds us to birth-
and-death, rebirth would only be possible by calling
the Name without cease up to the very moment of
death.’ (BDK English Tripitaka 105/II. 106/I p15)

Any one of us may die unexpectedly or in distracting
pain or fear. Pain and/or fear will likely distract most
of us so as to interrupt our saying of the Nembutsu,
and no one can predict a sudden death. So if it were
the case that the power of our saying the Nembutsu
were the practice that negated our evil karma, then as
likely as not our practice would be interrupted and we
would not be saved.

It would therefore be absurd to rely on self-power
Nembutsu from this practical viewpoint alone. But
more fundamentally it is worth re-iterating that we
bonbu have no ability to generate the merit that could
negate our evil karma.

Shinran Shonin further teaches:

‘Even though, because of unforseen events, we may
do wrong and die without calling the name, if we place

2017 Hana-Matsuri Dharma Talk

our trust in the Vow that embraces all and forsakes
none, we shall immediately gain Rebirth. Moreover,
even if we are able to call the Name during our last
moments, we shall only be expressing our gratitude to
Amida, placing our reliance all the more on him as the

moment of our Enlightenment draws nearer.’
(BDK English Tripitaka 105/I1.106/1 p15)

Listening to the Dharma includes reading the teach-
ings — the sutras themselves, the teachings of all the
Pure land Masters and especially the teachings of
Shinran Shonin in which our kindly teacher made
clear again and again what is the true heart of the
Pure Land teachings.

If we listen honestly — to the teachings and to our
hearts, we will come to learn that we are full of kar-
mic evil and unable to free ourselves from the wheel of
life-and-death by our own efforts. Then we become
able to hear Amida’s call.

This is deep listening, and can also be called hearing,
taking hearing to be the completion of the experience
of listening. This is the apotheosis of listening to the
Dharma. This is the listening that matters. All other
listening merely prepares us for this and points to-
ward the truth. The teachings we listen to - to use the
classic metaphor - are the moon reflected in a pool of
water. When we look up — when we practice deep lis-
tening — we see the actual moon. Hearing Amida’s call
is the experience of shinjin. We hear or awaken to
Amida’s Primal Vow as the highest expression of com-
passion in relation to the deep crisis - the existential
plight - that each of us is faced with. That is, the fact
that each of us is full of karmic evil and unable by our
own efforts to escape from the cycle of birth and
death. The call is the Nembutsu, and our answer is
the Nembutsu — once, repeatedly — it matters not.

Namo Amida Butsu.
Rev Mark Healsmith

I T,

Scripture Ciass at
Lindfield East Public School
celebrating Buddha’s birth!
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4 April this year was the final day of
Term 1, so we celebrated Shakyamuni
Buddha’s birth %
at the last class §
of the Lindfield
Public

" &/ & /17
ac wnal (s said
o wmis impertantl East

’

g He

a ‘;:5;4\‘(. what s worl rw | School!

" pretach westadd: | Rev Watanabe
Bold \ brought the

statue of Baby

Buddha and

explained what

happened
some 2500 years ago, and

we watched movie of
'the Buddha’s life.
In Gassho,

IIE




(From page 1)

this ritual. Each child was very
intent and serious but came
away with a big grin after he/
she had finished bathing the
baby Buddha!

Then, I talked to the children
about what happened on the
day that the Buddha was born.

When Shakyamuni Buddha
was born in Lumbini Garden,
it is said that the new born
baby stood up and took seven
steps. Then he pointed his
right hand to the heavens and
his left hand to the earth and
said; “Above and below the
heavens, I alone, am the world
honoured one!”

By hearing this story, you may
think it is impossible for a new
born baby to do such a thing.
Moreover what the baby Bud-

dha had said was arrogant and X
even self-centred. Perhaps this RB .
is just a legend which was cre-
ated by his disciples, but what this story really tell us
1s, not that Buddha was the greatest, but that for each
and every one of us, we have only one life and that life
is unrepeatable. Therefore, we have to treasure our
own lives

(top) Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne,

(centre) Ms Hiroko Okuyama,
and (bottom) Rin are bathing
Baby Buddha during the

ceremony. (02/04/17)

After Rev Mark delivered his Dharma message - enti-
tled “Listen to the Dharma”- (please read the following arti-
cle), I continued with my Japanese message. Then, we
once again listened to another :
Mr Ranft’s Shakuhachi piece
in his CD.

After the service, we all en- ™
joyed a variety of food pre- [y

pared by those who had gath- Everyone enjoyed delicious
ered. A big appreciation from Otoki Potluck-lunch prepared

HBMA goes to Ms Hiroko lwwl
Okuyama, Ms Ayako Mitsui- o '
Browne, Mr & Mrs Michael T fes
Chen and Jennifer Hsu, Ms ® g3
Rika Ueno-Wong, Mr Nor-
man Fung, Mr Leo Wong & =
Ms, Aki Chan, then finally to
my wife Yukimi for the deli-
cious food for lunch!

I believe that without all of
these people’s support this
year'’s Hana Matsuri service
would not have been very
successful. Thank you very
much for your support!
In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

2017 Hana-Matsuri message ‘

The following Dharma talk was given by Rev Mark Healsmith during the Hana
Matsuri service on 2 April 2016.

BULLETIN

DHARMA TALK for Hana Matsuri 2 April 2017
- LISTENING TO THE DHARMA -

Strictly speaking, of course, listening means to hear
sounds, and in the context of the Dharma — the words
that carry the teachings of the Buddha and his suc-
cessors. It usually means listening to someone speak.
We use the concept of 'listening’ though, to also mean
‘paying attention’. When we pay attention to our
daily lives we are listening to the people and the
things that we interact with, but we are also listening
to our responses to the people and things that make
up the world. By listening honestly to the teachings
and to our hearts, we can come to know just how im-
perfect we are, and how important and wonderful are
the teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha in general, and
how essential to we flawed embodied beings, driven
as we are by our karmic evil are the Pure Land teach-
ings in particular.

We literally listen to the words of a Dharma talk, but
reading the teachings is another form of ‘listening.’
When we listen to the Dharma the words wash over
us, or our eyes pass over the words on the page. The
words perfume our minds whether or not we fully en-
gage with what is being said or read. The act of
‘listening’ implants seeds that will ultimately bear
rich fruit.

Sometimes we can hear or read something that we
have heard before and that we thought we under-
stood, and find that the meaning hits us like a beam
of light and we are filled with deeper or fuller under-
standing.

I had this experience recently when I picked up Tan-
nisho and opening it at random, read Passage 16.
This passage begins:

‘There are some who insist that one should believe
that the heavy burden of evil karma accumulated
during eight thousand million kalpas is wiped out by

a single calling of the name’
(BDK English Tripitaka 105/II. 106/1 p 14)

I have read this passage many times and each time, I
think, with deeper understanding but this time the
compassionate teaching touched my heart clearer
than ever. What Shinran Shonin is addressing here
is the mistaken belief that the calling of the name —
saying the Nembutsu — with the intention to wipe out
the heavy burden of evil karma will in fact succeed in
doing so. To believe thus is still to be practicing ‘self-
power’ Nembutsu, which is a futile practice, predi-
cated as it is on the false belief that we bonbu — un-
enlightened beings full of karmic evil - could somehow
accumulate the karmic power to save ourselves.

Shinran Shonin clearly considered the matter of ‘Once
-calling and Many-calling’ to be of significant impor-

(Continues on page 3)
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Front row (L-R): Rin & Sho Watanabe, Raszlo Fung, Ami Watanabe, Middle
row: Yukimi Watanabe, Mr Graham Ranft, Rev Watanabe, Rev Mark
Healsmith, Ms Jennifer Hsu, Back row: Ms Rika Ueno-Wong, Ms Aki
Chan, Mr Leo Wong, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne,
Mr Norman Fung, Yushin Watanabe, Mr Michael Chen. (02/04/17

HBMA members, supporters and friends
gathered on Sunday, 2 April to celebrate
Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday, the Hana
Matsuri (Flower festival)/ Kanbutsu-e!

We shared this happiest occasion as Bud-
dhists with seventeen people! We were for-
tunate to welcome Rev Mark Healsmith as
the English guest speaker and Mr Graham
Ranft from Canberra, ACT.

It was so nice to have Mr Michael Chen and Mrs Jenni-
fer Hsu from Maha Bodhi Centre. We also welcomed a
future groom and bride, Leo
Wong and Aki Chan from East
Lindfield. We were also very
happy to have dharma friends,
such as Ms Rika Ueno-Wong,
and Mr Norman Fung who
brought his youngest boy
' Raszlo.

It is always gives me a peace of
mind to welcome our regular
4 : members, Ms Hiroko Okuyama,
HBMA HBMA shrine were beauti- Ms. Ayako Mitsui-Browne, my

fully decollated for the Hana ife Yukimi and children, Yu-
Matsuri service.
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| portant service! We are ex-
4 tremely happy to have children
for this joyous occasion. During
the Hana Matsuri service, we
celebrate the life of each one of
us, therefore each and every
child played an important part
in this ceremony.

Beautifully decorated Ha- After chanting the Homage, Ti-
namido/ Flower shrine  Qaygnga and a sutra “Juni-rai”,
each person took a turn offering incense and per-
formed Kanbutsu (bathmg the baby Buddha with
; sweet tea)! All of

the children and
é also all the grown
,, ups were impa-
tient to perform

Ay
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(Continues on page 2)
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Please attend

GOTAN-E &
2017 HBMA AGM

11 am ~ Sunday 14 May 2016

Please be sure to come to the
Gotan-e service when we cele-
brate Shinran Shonin’s birth-
day. It will start at 11am, and
will be followed by the Annual
General Meeting.

Rev George Gatenby will be sharing the Eng-
lish Dharma message.

Those who plan to attend the service and
AGM, please bring one dish for lunch. We
hope we’ll have a meaningful service and
fruitful meeting. This is a very important
meeting for HBMA so please make sure to
participate on this day.

Shinran Shonin
1173-1263
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