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“Amida’s Original Vow
always envelops us like air
and ceaselessly flows
like spring water,”

Hirano, Osamu
(1943 - 1995)
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SED2H38ME,. FEEDFIRKD#HET 1,548.00 RILOTEHREE EMNEIEETFH UL,

FIZ. 5t 27 RILDKBEFRIIESNEMNSINFLUIZ, BO#ESTXNFLIZ, 8F

In the past month, donations to the amount of $ 1,548.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA have also deposited $ 27.00 to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building Fund.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Ms Ayako Mitsui Browne — Pledge and Donations
* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Membership Pledge

* Mr Fujio Shizuka — Donation

* Ms Megumi Bennett — Membership Pledge

* Ms Akiko Minami — Autumn Ohigan Donation
* Ms Tomoko Mitarai (Japan) — Annual Pledge

* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Special Donation

* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Ms Eriko Ishida — Flowers

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honourarium
* Chaplain fund

Thank you very much in Gassho
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(From page 3)

and converts our evil passions into virtues. And,
at the same time, a pure, real, serene and eter-
nal life will be infused into our own life which
had been miserable, false, finite and unreal.
This true life will be constructed upon a frame-
work of faith which becomes, not only the invisi-
ble foundation of our life, but also an inner
power which enables us to realize purification
beyond the realm of ethics. This awakening re-
sults in our reciting the nembutsu with com-
plete thankfulness and in happiness. This is the
very essence of the teaching of Shinran, a teach-
ing he realized only after a desperate spiritual
struggle.

Kosho Otani (1911-2002)

In Gassho,
Rev John Paraskevopoulos

HBMA NEWS

Future Plan of the
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia

Hongwanji Buddhist Mission was established here in
Sydney in 1993 and since then ministers have been
appointed by Hongwanji Kyoto to serve the people in
Australia.

HBMA’s operation has been based on a subsidy from
Kyoto Japan, with the addition of membership/pledge
contributions and donations from members and sup-
porters.

However, since the beginning of the Covid pandemic
the position of Hongwanji Kyoto in society has contin-
ued to drastically chage, and the way Hongwanji it-
self must now operate has changed. As a result,
Hongwanji has decided to no longer support oversea
missions from this year on, and this means Hongwaji
will no longer provide my salary and 94% of the main
subsidy amount.

Now that we have received this notice from the Hong-
wanji International Centre, we will have to change
how HBMA is managed and run. HBMA will now de-
pend on the remaining accumulated funds and on
membership dues and donations from our members
and supporters. The most recent annual financial re-
port shows donations and membership dues providing
only about 10% of the budget. It is clear therefore
that we will face a difficult period of running HBMA
from this year.

I deeply regret having make this announcement, but
I want everyone to understand our present and ongo-
ing situation and to think about how each of you
might help HBMA.

As the resident minister I believe that continuing to
hold Dharma services here in Sydney is the number
one priority for me and my mission. It is for this rea-

Dharma Essay by Rev Paraskevopoulos ™ .
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son that I have decided to stay here and to continue to
serve the people of this country.
We have to change aspects of the structure of HBMA to
accord with the new budget, but I believe that everyone
who reads this would understand that. Once again on
behalf of HBMA I hope that you can fully understand
our situation and continue with even more close sup-
port of our mission from now on.
Some example of how things will change are:
- Relocation of main shrine to BCNSW office,
- Continuing Sunday services, but every second week,
etc.
In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

g | Rev Watanabe was invited to
attend Premier’s Ifter Dinner at
Parramatta 12 April 2022

:) -
L Rev Watanabe was invited to attend
the Premier’s Ifter Dinner 2022 re-
quested by the Honourable Dominic
Perrottet MP, Premier of New South
Wales on Tuesday 12 April at the
Cumberland Room, CommBank Sta-
dium in Parramatta.

Ifter dinner is a very important celebration event for
Muslim followers. After the completion of the Ramadan
month, all the followers invite many friends to share
delicious dinner after sun set. Other religious leaders or
politician also organise this dinner inviting as many as
people to make harmonious community.

We feel so lucky to be such a peaceful country and our
thoughts goes to the war in Ukraine, hoping the conflict
will end soon. In Gassho,

The Hon Dominic
Perrottet MP

/) ; }
INVITATION | Premier's Iftar
Dinner 2022

Minigter for Seniors and Multiculturalism,

Mr Mark Coure, welcomed all the guests on
behalf of the Premier, Honourable Dominic
Perrottet MP who was sick and unable to
attend for this dinner. (12/04/22)




(From page 2)

Dharma Essay by Rev Paraskevopoulos

Light constant, inconceivable,
speaking,

Light excelling the sun and moon are sent forth,
1llumining countless worlds; the multitude of be-

ings all receive this radiance.

light beyond

— Shinran

Our tradition teaches that Amida Buddha and the
Pure Land are manifested by the realm of Nirvana as
forms it assumes in order to reach out and make it-
self known to us. They aren’t just bloodless symbols
but the powerful presence of ultimate reality that we
can encounter even in our everyday lives. Amida is
the ‘personal’ aspect of Nirvana that embodies its
wisdom and compassion, which seeks to give us joy
and bring wus to our final abode. This
‘destination’ (which obviously isn’t geographical) is
the Pure Land which represents the eternally blissful
nature of Nirvana.

(The Pure Land) is vast in extent, unsurpassed
and supremely wonderful, always present and
subject neither to decay or change.

— Sutra on the Buddha of Infinite Life

The reason why the sutra descriptions of the Pure
Land aren’t just fanciful make-believe is that our
longing for this realm is so intrinsic to who we are
that it’s seen as something permanently grounded in
the nature of things. In other words, spiritual reality
is the core element of our authentic self (or buddha-
nature) as disclosed to us in the experience of shinjin
— the awakening, in our hearts and minds, of the be-
nevolent light that is Amida. This realisation allows
us to partake in eternity itself, despite the anxiety
and confusion all around us.

Although sentient beings are impermanent, still
their Buddha-nature is eternal and unchanging.
— Nirvana Sutra

The fulfillment of our deepest need as human beings
must, therefore, result in the experience of our most
abiding joy. Shinran calls this kangi, which means to
be gladdened in both body and mind, rejoicing that
“one is assured of attaining what one shall attain”;
namely, Buddhahood or perfect enlightenment.

If sentient beings encounter the Buddha’s light,
their defilements are removed; they feel tender-
ness, joy and pleasure, and good thoughts arise. If
sentient beings in the ... realm of suffering see this
light, they will be relieved and freed from afflic-
tion. At the end of their lives, they all reach eman-
cipation.
— Sutra on the Buddha of Infinite Life

How, then, can we come into contact with this tran-
scendental joy in the midst of our workaday routines?
Jodo Shinshu teaches that the initiative behind our
awakening to what is ‘true and real’ comes from the

side of Amida, who seeks to deliver us from our
ego and its torments. This ‘will’ to emancipate all
beings from spiritual darkness is embodied in the
Buddha’s Primal Vow (hongan) which urges that
we surrender to its working.

Entrusting is the mind full of truth, reality
and sincerity; the mind of ultimacy, accom-
plishment, reliance and reverence; the mind
of discernment, distinctness, clarity and
faithfulness; the mind of aspiration and ...
exultation; the mind of delight, joy, gladness
and happiness; hence, it is completely un-
tainted by the hindrance of doubt.

— Shinran

This call to entrust is the nembutsu, which is both
the beckoning Name of Amida as revealed to us
and our response to this summons in the form of
saying Namu Amida Butsu, while keeping the
Buddha in mind.

Sentient beings who solely think on Amida
Buddha ... are constantly illumined by the light
of that Buddha’s heart, grasped and protected,
never to be abandoned.

— Shan-tao

And yet, all this happens as a result of Other-
Power (tariki) when our karmic maturity is ripe
and we're able to ‘hear’ (monpo) this call for the
first time. Only enlightened reality itself can
bring about our enlightenment because flawed
and fragile beings such as ourselves cannot con-
trive that which is ‘true and real’.

Faith does not arise from within one’s self;
The entrusting heart is given by the Other-
Power.

— Rennyo

Therefore, this can only be a gift that is offered
freely, without conditions. If we can accept it, our
lives become uplifted and meaningful. This is be-
cause the forceful sway of the Dharma helps us to
relinquish the futile grind of self-power (jirik1), for
our minds are filled with ‘snakes and scorpions’ as
Shinran reminds us. This is not to end on a de-
spondent note but, rather, to have us see the only
direction where real hope and true well-being can
be found.

Any attempt, based on reason, to sanctify our
lives will fail, no matter how hard we try. Only
when we are led by the power of Amida, and by
aspiration for rebirth in the Pure Land, can we
conquer this life. It does not matter how bad
our karma is; it does not matter how imperfect
our reason 1s. The power of Amida purifies us

(Continues on page 4)
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WHY SHIN BUDDHISM? (Part Three)
John Paraskevopoulos

Nirvana is called extinction of passions, the
uncreated, peaceful happiness, eternal bliss,
true reality ... it fills the hearts and minds of
the ocean of all beings.
— SHINRAN

% This part of our discussion
aims to dive into the very heart
of Jodo Shinshu by exploring
its key message. In doing so, it’s im-
portant to keep our language clear
and accessible. We encounter much
obscurity among Buddhist writings
today, including in our own tradi- [

tion. This vagueness is usually

caused by doubt, confusion or a lack of confidence
in what’s being taught. However, it isn’t enough to
simply be lucid; one must also explain why the
Dharma matters. What does Shinran have to say
that would make any difference to our lives? If
teachers and ministers cannot explain the rele-
vance of this doctrine to our contemporaries, then
they will have failed them with regard to the most
important matters that concern us.

We have previously touched on some of the ques-
tions that might prompt us to want more from life
than just comfort, security and pleasure. In our self
-aware moments, we may sense the need to connect
with a dimension of reality that is consistently ful-
filling and which makes us feel whole, even when
our attempts to discover this prove elusive. The
frustration that’s felt when we fall short of finding
it can be revealing.

The Buddhist seeks for a total happiness be-
yond this world. Why should he be so ambi-
tious? Why not be content with getting as
much happiness out of this world as we can,
however little it may be? The answer is that,
in actual practice, we are not seen to be con-
tent ... Our human nature is so constituted
that we are content with nothing but com-
plete permanence, complete ease and com-
plete security. And none of that can we ever
find in this shifting world.

— Edward Conze (1904-1979)

If the purpose of our lives is simply to obtain what
only money and health can give us, we wouldn’t
continue to feel restless when these goods have
been secured. If we were made only for what is
ephemeral, we'd be perfectly satisfied with perish-
ing everyday things. Our generation, in particular,
can certainly boast of greater material prosperity

[p=———=
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than any before it in human history. But anguish
and unhappiness appear to have never been so
prevalent as they are today. So, what is going on?

The dissatisfaction that we often feel seems to indi-
cate that the needs of our deeper self remain unmet.
What are these needs? Jodo Shinshu would say that
what we hunger for most is /mmeasurable Life and
Boundless Light. In other words, we want to experi-
ence a fuller existence than what this transient
world, with its countless pains and disappoint-
ments, can give us. This is not, of course, to con-
demn or renounce the ordinary joys and pleasures
that help to make our difficult lives a little more
bearable — just that, sooner or later, they too will
fall short of giving us what we really long for.

If we think about it deeply, we may notice that
life 1s simply an endless cycle of birth, suffering
and death, and that most are simply engaged in
a futile struggle not to die. Whatever our life
span, we can choose either to resign ourselves
to existing in the shadow of these inevitable
truths, or to enjoy our lives to the fullest, with
a confidence instilled by knowing the teaching
of the Buddha. This existence is then enhanced
by the brilliance of limitless life, in which death
is merely a rite of passage.
— Jodo Shinshu’ A Guide

Jodo Shinsht offers to take us on a great spiritual
journey in the midst of life’s hurly-burly. It promises
to grant that for which we truly yearn in our very
brief time on this planet. The language of our tradi-
tion speaks about this higher reality in terms of a
supreme Buddha (Amida) and a realm of utmost
bliss (the Pure Land). When cynical people hear
such things, they’ll say that these are fairy tales in-
tended for gullible people to help them deal with
their fear of death. Such mockery betrays a grave
ignorance, not to mention a lost and precious oppor-
tunity for attaining liberation.

All forms of Buddhism believe that Nirvana is the
consummation of human life. The Larger Sutra tells
us that it is “pure and serene, resplendent and bliss-
ful” and the Nirvana Sutra declares that “it is eter-
nity, bliss, true self and purity ... forever free of all
birth, ageing, sickness and death”. Attaining this is
the only reason for our being because it spells the
end of all suffering and brings us to a state of spiri-
tual completeness. Although we cannot enjoy the
full experience of this perfection while bound by a
limited human form, its all-pervading reality still
permeates our world of birth-and-death.

Pure light, joyful light, the light of wisdom,

(Continues on page 3)
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Message from Kyoto Hongwanji
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Statement on Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine

-On Febru-
ary 24,
2022, Rus-
sia aggres-

sively began its invasion
of Ukraine through mili-
tary force.

It has been reported Rev IWAGAMI Chiko Governor
that in cities across General Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
Ukraine, many civilians
including children have become victims in addition to
the well over one million Ukrainian citizens forced to
flee becoming refugees.

We, the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Buddhist or-
ganisation, strongly condemn taking human life
lightly as well as using military force to unilaterally
try to change reality through violent actions for no
matter what reason.

In addition to the invasion of Ukraine, the reality is
that terrorist attacks and military warfare continue
across the world. Reiterating our stance against vio-
lence, it is our fervent hope that a peaceful resolution
may be realized as soon as possible and that there be
a safe return to peace for the people of Ukraine.

Overcoming conflict that arises through mutual ex-
clusion and differences in thinking and values, |
firmly believe that through joint efforts, the path to
perpetual peace will open up to a life of spiritual rich-
ness.

In Gassho,

March 8, 2022

Rev. Iwagami, Chiko
Governor General
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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Commemorating One year
memorial of the late

Reverend George Gatenby
(1943-2021)

As the first year anniversary
date has come on 7 March, we
had a memorial service of Rev-

erend George Gatenby at the

Hondo of HBMA, cherishing
of (1943—2021)

him. He was tirelessly working

the wonderful memories

to spread the teaching of Nem- $ g ,
butsu throughout his whole ‘,EL g% E
life. i g T
Because of his devotion, |

Geroge — san received a post-i,
humous Buddhist title (ingo) |
from the Hongwanji - BfEFE
(Ken Shin means I
“exemplify the heart of entrust-; } i
ing oneself to Amida Buddha’).
Looking back his wonderful
Rev
Gatenby was a person of true
shinjin who had a deep under-
standing of Shinran Shonin’s
teachings, and once again we deeply express our
appreciation to him.

In

Dharma activities,

HBMA shrine

Rev Gatenby will be remembered by many people
who received much precious support and guidance
from him on the nembutsu way.
In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia




