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@ 94 . Jun 7 (Sun)11:00 am BIE%L¥F/Sunday Service $E/tentative @BCNSW office
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July 5 (Sun) 11:00 am t©Hf#EAZEZE/July Shotsuki Memorial Service
12 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE%LIF/Sunday Service
19 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE%LIE/Sunday Service
20 (Mon) C REEF#RFETT / New Bulletin Issue ]
26 (Sun) 11:00 am B#EzLIFE/Sunday Service
H Aug 2 (Sun) 11:00 am BHBE%fLIE/Sunday Service °\
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d In the past month, donations to the amount of $1,022.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

.}

* Mr Shigeki likura — Membership (1 Year)
* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund

o
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Pledge membership contribution

* Japan Club of Sydney — Honorarium for printing (Apr & May)
Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA News! eVesak - Buddha’s Birthday Celebration ™

Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils Inc.

X)) eVesak

Coming Together in Kindness
for the Buddha's Birthday

Rev Watanabe Participated in eVesak Celebra-
tion Online event organised by Federaition of
Australia Buddhist Councils Inc. On 10th Ma

I ﬁ Rev  Watanabe
Sawas invited to
join the first ever na-
tionally-organised

online event, called
‘eVesak - Coming To-
gether in Kindness for
the Buddha’s Birth-
day”. This ceremony
was organised by Fed-
eration of Australia Buddhist
Councils Inc. Buddhist Coun-
cils across Australia, such as
New South Wales, Vitoria,
Queensland, South Australia,

20

Reveremi Shigenobu Watanaber

Hongwanji Buddhist Mission NSW

Rev Watanabe chanting “Shi-shin-
rai” celebrating the Vesak (10/05/20).

Western Australia. This Statue of baby Buddha sur-

Online celebration event was rounded by the pictures
ded beforehand and drown by all the student of

recorde Buddhist Scripture class of

broadcasted on internet site at Gordon West PS.
4pm(AEST) on Sunday 10

May. You may still watch it at the following site.
https!//'www.youtube.com/watch?v=70Eh80;BKIU

(Left) Nan-Tien temple’s shrine
room enshrining the statue of
Baby Buddha. (Top) Mr Gawaine
Powel Davies, Chairperson of
# Buddhist Council of NSW

BT

s

Rev Watanabe took part of another eVesak

- 17

service of 2020 Phuoc Hue Temple in May

Rev Watanabe
was also invited to
join Phuoc Hue
temple’s eVesak
ceremony and con-
tributed his chant-
ing and greetings.
Hope their sangha members enjoyed it.

another Jodo Shinshu Book!

Congratulations to Rev John
Paraskevopoulos for another

. achievement in publishing a new

IMMEASURABLE LiFe Jodo Shinshu Book titled;

i“Immeasurable Life - The Essence
' of Shin Buddhism”. We hope many
o people will appreciate his work. Fol-
lowings are book reviews from min-
isters around the world.

8 For a long time, | had been hoping that
B8 someone would write a book conveying
the rich wisdom of the Shin tradition in
clear and engaging language. Rev.
Paraskevopoulos has successfully ac-
§l complished this feat with a deeply
thoughtful work in which he urges us to
guestion our conventional approach to
life so that we may uncover its deeper
meaning. | encourage anyone interested
in exploring Buddhism to challenge themselves by read-
ing this impressive study and opening up their hearts to
its compelling insights.

Rev John
Paraskevopoulos

Reverend Kodo Umezu
Bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America

Immeasurable Life is sure to be valued by many within,
and new to, the Shin Buddhist tradition. Its piercing ap-
praisal of the human condition and heart-felt guidance to
a reality that surpasses and illumines us make it relevant
to all those who are seeking their spiritual foundation.

Professor David R. Matsumoto
President, Institute of Buddhist Studies, Berkeley

In this exceptional work, Rev. Paraskevopoulos has suc-
cessfully articulated the essence of Shin Buddhism in
ways that are true to the tradition but which also appeal
to contemporary readers beyond religious and cultural-
boundaries. The book addresses our universal yearning
for answers to the questions of suffering, meaning, reality
and practice. No one writes about Shin more beautifully
and sensitively. His choice of words and manner of ex-
pression will surely nudge us to confront the depth of our
imperfections, while propelling us to soar beyond our-
selves to savour the immeasurable life and light at the
heart of existence.
Emeritus Professor Kenneth K. Tanaka
Musashino University, Tokyo

This is a wonderful book. In moving, powerful and poetic

language, Rev.Paraskevopoulos offers a remarkable vi-

sion of Shin Buddhism and its timeless truths. He deftly

explores the profound message of this tradition and the
potential it has to radically change our lives.

Reverend llona Evers

Vice-President, Shin Buddhist Association of Germany




(From page 2)

2020 AGM Report by Rev Watanabe

- Submitted my chanting for the eVesak service
organised by many temples in Australia(10/05).
- Observed HBMA Online AGM- (17/05).

Below please find an outline of the both regular and special activi-
ties I have been doing for the past year.

1. Hospital and Nursing Home visitations

As a Buddhist Chaplain, I made regular visitations to
the Royal North Shore Hospital seeing Buddhist pa-
tients on Thursdays until 12 March 20 (Due to Covid-
19). I also visited other Hospitals such as North Shore
Private, Hammond Care Greenwich, Mater, etc. by
special request and help people who are concerned
about their situation and try to comfort and reassure
them by listening to them. I treasure encountering pa-
tients but always pay the highest respect to them and
I pay careful attention to what I say. I also make fol-
low-up visits after patients leave the hospital. As an
“Aged Care” license holder, I can help more in this
area. I was awarded for 15 years of dedicated volun-
teer service on 3 May 2016 at RNSH.

2. Community support

As a member of Japan Club of Sydney (JCS), and the
Japanese Society of Sydney (JSS), I have been sup-
porting their activities whenever there is a special
event. I am one of the board members of JCS and I
mainly help with their bulletin as a Chief Editor
(since August 2009). Also whenever the community
has an event, I try to help in some area where I can
provide support. Through these volunteer supports, I
am able to meet many new people who don’t have
chance to come to HBMA.

3. HBMA Bulletin

Since the first HBMA Bulletin was published in Sep-
tember 2000, it is already its 222nd edition (as of
May/2020). Rev George Gatenby always kindly helps
me with proofreading, and also providing Dharma
messages/Adelaide News from time to time. I would
like to take this opportunity to express my apprecia-
tion to Revs George, John & Mark, who have been
providing Dharma messages. I also thank Mr Graham
Ranft who helps placing bulletins into HBMA website.

4. Study matters - Buddhist Scripture Teacher

Since I came to Australia, I started to teach Buddhist
scripture class at North Sydney Boys and Girls High
Schools. Then from 2008 to 2017, I taught at Lindfield
East Public School (LEPS) where all of my children
graduated. Since we moved to Gordon, I am now
teaching at Gordon West Public School. The new class
was started with 10 students but now I have 23 chil-
dren from Kindy to Year 6. Those children seemed
happy to have an opportunity to learn Buddhism at
their school. Through this volunteer work, I am able
to extend my presence within the community, and
people in this area have a chance to know me as well
as HBMA. (Since 18 March, public schools stopped to
offer face-to-face classes.)

5. Sunday services

We have been conducting services on Sundays start-
ing at 11 am. We have been inviting Revs. George
Gatenby, John Paraskevopoulos, Mark Healsmith to

take turns each year as a guest speaker for delivering
an English Dharma message, at one of our major ob-
servances at HBMA, such as Hana-matsuri, Gotan-e,
Obon and Ho-on-ko. Unfortunately because of Coro-
navirus pandemic, we could not officiate any services
since middle of March 2020, but together with all
Buddhist groups in Australia we successfully organ-
ised a combined eVesak ceremony on 10 May 2020.
Rev George organises Sunday service twice a month
at his home in Adelaide sharing Jodo Shinshu teach-
ings to local people. HBMA invites new Dharma
friends to our major services.

6. Public Relations

I have been providing monthly articles about
"Japanese word originated Buddhism” for over 15
years in the JCS newsletter, which is read by over 350
families. I've received many good comments regarding
this particular article. I also give my support for the
Japanese Society of Sydney Swim Club where there
are more than 160 members. Every Saturday I meet
those children and their parents so this is another
way to meet possible future members. I also try to join
community events, festivals, helping their activities.
Revs George and John constantly update their website
to share the teaching of Nembutsu worldwide!

7. The future of HBMA

In 2002, HBMA started to collect donations for
"Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building Fund" from
members, supporters, their friends, and also visitors
from Japan. As of today we have 219 names on the
list. $38,034 (+$876 since May 2019) has been col-
lected so far, plus we add $40,000 from a savings
fund.

Hongwanji Kyoto has always been supportive of our
Mission and contributed a subsidy every year. The
first contract of the lease ended in July 2018 and the
owner of those premises raised the rent, however
since pandemic period started, the owner offered us a
little discount (-$148/m) which was a very compas-
sionate action. However we still need more support
from our members and supporters to save for the per-
manent temple. We are still planning to do some fund-
raising events, such as a CD sale, peace run, etc. and
also try to reduce costs to make sure our mission can
continue functioning in this country for the sake of
both present, and future members. We are very grate-
ful to have many supporters, who care about our mis-
sion and make contributions to our mission. For the
sake of these people, we wish to show HBMA’s activi-
ties will continue in a healthy condition. Any con-
structive ideas to expand our mission are always wel-
come!

I know it is not possible to carry out all HBMA activi-
ties by myself, but I believe that with the support of
all members and supporters, they will become achiev-
able. Together we will be able to work towards our ul-
timate goal; I would appreciate any help.

Sincerely in Gassho,
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Following is the Minsiter’s report presented during the AGM

2020 Annual General Meeting
Minister’s Report

Rev. Shigenobu Watanabe

It was a very unusual challenging year, especially to-
wards the end of March 2020 as COVID 19 changed al-
most all of our daily activities. Still we were able to ob-
serve usual activities during the year 2019. Then after
this coronavirus started to spread throughout the
world since the beginning of this year, many countries
have been struggling with it, something that we had
never experienced before.

I sincerely hope that all of you who are reading this re-
port are living safely without any worries.

I wish to share some highlights during the year, first of
all, once again I was able to run the full marathon in
last September wishing this world to be a happy and
safe place and also for our mission’s future. I am plan-

ning to do this again this year if this event W111 take

place in September
2020. In  October,
while I was in Japan
visiting my hospital
ised mother, I was for-
tunate to join Rev
George and John’s 25th
Anniversary dinner in
Kyoto organised by
Rev  Esho  Sasaki.

Joined 25th Tokudo Anniversary din-

ner for Revs George and John(16/10/19)

Then, I was asked to
give a lecture about Jigoku/Hell introducing the reason
why Japanese Buddhism had to mention about hell in
comparison to the Pure Land Buddhism. Then, it was
my honour to officiate
the Groundbreaking
ceremony for the Syd-
ney Modern Project at
_® ___ the Art Gallery of NSW
SR 1N November.Finally,
when I made a visita-
tion to Hongwanji Kyoto
at Art Gallery of NSW(07/11/19) in last January, I was
again able to make a
courtesy visit to Hongwanji International Center’s
Bucho Rev Masumi Ishida. I also had the privilege of
meeting Bishop Rigaku Mitsuoka who is in charge of
International affair, Rev Kido Onoi, the Head of the
Policy Planning Office, and talked about various as-
pects surrounding Hongwanji and overseas missions.
Besides these activities, we were able to observe the
regular services as well as outside services at a wider
range of Buddhist activities in Sydney and other
places. Here is a list of my activities throughout the
year ending May 2020.

Officiating Groundbreaking ceremon

2019
May- Attended Vesak service at Tumbalong Park or-
ganised by Nan-Tien Temple (11/05).
- Attended Vesak Day service at Tzu-Chi (12/05).
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- Observed Go-tan-e Service & HBMA AGM- Rev
Gatenby and I shared Dharma talk (19/05).
- Attended RNSH Volunteer Appreciation Day
event (20/05).
- IFTER dinner at St Mary’s Cathedral House,
Sydney (29/05).
- Attended Buddha’s Birthday Celebration organ-
ised by Yeshikhorlo Tibetan Group (08/06).
Jul - Participated in SRE — Fast Track Training at
Buddhist Council of NSW(BCNSW) (09/07).
- Participated in Japanese Féte (13/07).
Aug - Observed Annual Obon service (11/08).
Sep - Joined Japan Festival in Chatswood (14/09).
- Participated in the Sydney Marathon for the
World peace and the future of HBMA (15/09).
- Observed Spring Higan-e (22/09)
- Joined a lunch meeting with new Hospital
Chaplain candidates at BCNSW (22/09).
- Attended Chaplaincy meeting at the Royal
North Shore Hospital (26/09).
- Officiated the ‘Service of Respect’ at Cowra
cemetery (29/09).

Jun

Oct - Japan visit to see my hospitalised mother
(10~18/10).

- Joined a dinner celebrating 25th Anniversary
serving as Jodo Shinshu priests for
Revs George and John (16/10).

- Gave a lecture about Jigoku/Hell at Japan
Foundation (24/10).

Nov - Officiated Groundbreaking ceremony at the Art
Gallery of NSW (7/11).

- Hoonko Service - Rev Paraskevopoulos shared
a Dharma talk (10/11).

Dec - Invited to attend the 2019 End of Year Blessing
at Tzu-Chi Foundation Australia (1/12).

- Joined RNSH Chaplain office End of Year ap-

preciation Morning Tea (9/12).

- Participated at Matsuri Japan Festival (14/12).

- Organised an Omigaki/clean up day (22/12).
2020

Jan -Visited Japan and made a courtesy visit to
Hongwanji executives (20/01).

Feb - Attended an anniversary of the Document on
Human Fraternity of Catholic and Muslim
(04/02).

- Observed Nirvana Day service (09/02).

Mar- Participated in "Clean-up Australia Day" at
Lane Cove National Park (01/03).

- Offered a Buddhist chant at the 9th year Earth-
quake Memorial in Sydney City (06/03).
Apr -Participated in Buddhist Council of NSW :

COVID-19 ZOOM meeting (21/04).

- Participated in “Light a candle for Peace and
Non-Violence on ANZAC day” Online event
(25/04).

May- Participated in Hospital Chaplains’ Catch-up
Zoom meeting (05/05).

(Continues on page 3)
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2020 0n]jne Annual General
Meeting was successfully held
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on 17 May 2020

, Since the middle of
¥ March this year, be-
cause of Covid-19, our
ordinary activities have been
restricted and could not hold
any service since then.
However, as we needed to
have our Annual General
Meeting, we decided to hold
our first ever online Skype
meeting on 17 May. HBMA
members, and supporters were
connected through Skype and
we were able to discuss issues
for HBMA during the AGM.
As this day
- was set for Gotane, the celebration
day for the founder of Jodo Shin-
shu, Shinran Shonin’s birthday
service, we first all expressed our
highest respect and gratitude to
Shinran Shonin by chanting a su-
tra “Shi-Shin-Rai”, celebrating his
birth into this world. And this
chanting session was followed by
the 2020 Annual General Meeting.

Mr Davidson (top), was con-
nected through messenger
application (17/05/20)

Shinran Shonin
1173-1263

After making sure everyone was on
the screen, the AGM was con-
vened. I was again elected as Chairperson. All activi-
ties of HBMA during the year, and financial reports
were presented. The new budget for the current cal-
endar year was approved. Everyone also agreed that
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—the need and hopes

for the continued ex-
istence of HBMA 1is
still very high, and
that HBMA should
continue functioning
here in Sydney into
the future. Therefore
whatever help you
other. (17/05/20) can giv.e to our mis-

sion will be greatly
appreciated. Please also share your thoughts about
our mission with us.

Everyone was happy to see each

The members of the Board re-
mains as before. Plus, we wel-
comed a new board member, Mr
Norman Fung. Welcome to the g&
board, Mr Fung! Then, Mr Victor I
Davidson, present HBMA Presi- g
dent expressed his wish to step
down, although he will still re-
main as a member of the Board of
= 2 Directors. We
# nominated Mr Graham Ranft as a
% new President. Mr Ranft accepted
d to take on the role of President’s
= for a year. So please give your full
support to our Board of Directors,
and the new President.

Mr Norman Fung

Thank you Mr Victor Davidson for
serving as a president for many
years! Another big “Thank you” to
Mr Graham Ranft, Ms Hiroko
Okuyama, Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne, Ms Mayumi
Saito, Mr Norman Fung, and Yukimi for joining the
online AGM! All of the devotion of these people as
well as those who wanted join but could not make it
because of other commitments and submitted Letters
of Proxy, showed their concern towards our mission.
They are very much appreciated, and together let us
carry our HBMA forward. In Gassho,

Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

Mr Graham Ranft




