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14 (Mon) ( REEFIRFETT / New Bulletin Issue ]
20 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEtLIF/Sunday Service
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1 27 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEtLIF/Sunday Service

16 (Sun) 11:00 am [FH=&FRIE, AAEAEE FEHE:E—)LAS AW ;
Gotan-e & HBMA AGM_May Shotsuki Memorial Service }
Guest: Rev Mark Healsmith  (Please bring one dish! BE/FK Y ~Swv2) |

23 (Sun) 11:00 am BEE#L1F/Sunday Service |

30 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEfL#FE/Sunday Service % |

6 (Sun) 11:00 am 7B AEE / June Shotsuki Memorial Service |

13 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEfLIF/Sunday Service xR
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: n;,\ I\B\ fi Expression of Dana/Gratitude
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In the past month, donations to the amount of $2,140.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express

our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations: :

* Mr Ron & Ben Hayward — Funeral service for Ms Kyoko Anegawa
* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Membership pledge (One year)

* Mr Kazushi Ishida — Memorial service

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership & Shotsuki donation

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donation & Osaisen

* Mr Shigeki likura — Membership pledge

* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Special Donations

* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honorarium

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA NEWS

Watanabe

Rev Watanabe was invited
by the Most Rev Anthony
| Fisher OP to the 2021 Ifter
Dinner to celebrate Inter-
) faith Harmony at the St

- | Mary’s Cathedral House on
- @ Thursday 15 April.

St Mary’s Cathedral in the
heart of Sydney City. (15/04/21).

All the guests enjoying welcome
drinks and dates at the entrance
area of Cathedral House. (15/4/21)

Rev Watanabe with Archbisho
Anthony Fisher OP. (15/04/21)

8| After all attendants introduced
each other at the entrance area en-
joying some dates and welcome
drinks, Master of Ceremonies Mr
Joseph

Payne

called eve-
Sr Giovanni Farquer ryone to
giving the prayer be- take seats. |

fore the meal.

15/04/21). One of the
aboriginal

representatives extended a

welcome and acknowledgement Everyone enjoyed beautiful
of Country M
| and Sister :
' Gilovanni
Farquer
shared
prayer be-
fore the
dinner was
served.
M After the
main dish, there was a address
Archbishop Fisher wel: ¢, Aychhishop Anthony Fisher.
comed everyone to his

He addressed his appreciation to

home. (15/04/21).

Ifter Donner 2021 at St Mary’s Cathedral house "™ % .-

particivated | s

BULLETIN

each one of the guests. As
he could not welcome us
last year, he seemed ex-
tremely happy on this day
we were able to meet each
' other once again.
| In replying to
. Archbishop’s address, Dr

4l [brahim Abu Mohammed,
Dr Tbrahim Abu Mohammed, Grand Mufti of Australia
Grand Mufti of Australia ex- expressed his words of ap-
pressed his words of appreciation. preciation on behalf of the
(15/04/21). Muslim C it

uslim Community.

After desserts were served
Mr Payne addressed con-
cluding remarks and that
was the end of this eve-
ning’s gathering.

I wish to extend my sincere
appreciation to Archbishop
Fisher for inviting me to®

this wonderful harmony
dinner. Sr Giovanni Farquer and Rev
In GasshO, Watanabe. §15/04./212.

Significant online study meeting 2 Apri 21

The latest topic of the
online study meeting was
Vihara /Chaplaincy activi-
ties as a dJodo Shinshu
minister in a hospital. Ex-
perienced lecturer, Rev Ya-
mamoto shared his experi-

ences during his lecture. =~ Bev Naruki Yamamoto gave a
In Gassho lecture about Vihara /chaplaincy.
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Rev John Paraskevopoulos posted on the memory
of Rev Gatenby on Hongwanji Shinpo, our mother
temple’s official newspaper.
R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETR
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HBMA News

Hana Matsuri at Killara Public School

= Buddhist Scripture Class at
= Killara Public School celebrated
Hana Matsuri! ! on 1 April 2021

»;Z‘;R; We had our last scrip-
(, . ture class of the Term 1
on Thursday, 1 April
and the day was close enough
to the Buddha’s birthday, so
we celebrated Shakyamuni
Buddha’s birthday at the Kil-
lara Public School!

Rev Watanabe brought the
statue of Baby Buddha and
also the Kanbutsu set for his
students to experience the
ceremony.

First, we read a passage from
the Buddhist scripture book
which describes the day Bud-
dha was born.

-

Buddhist scripture class stu-
dents at Killara PS are all so

excited to celebrate Bud-

dha’s birthday joining the
Kanbutsu ceremony.

01/04/21

' “All about her were Ashoka
blossoms. In delight she
reached her right arm out to
pluck a branch and as she did
so a prince was born. All ex-
o' pressed their heart-felt de-

" light with the glory of the
i Queen and her princely child;
Heaven and FEarth rejoiced.
This memorable day was the
eighth day of April.”

The Baby Buddha statue was
surrounded by coloured pic-
tures of Lumbini
Garden drawn
by all the stu-
dents! After I chanted Vandana and Ti-
Sarana, we all took in turn bathe the
Baby Buddha which made everyone so

happy!
In Gassho,

HBMA NEWS

We observed Rev George
Gatenby s 49th Day me-
B morial service by ZOOM

| 25 April 2021

Mr Roy Cooke, Rev
John Paraskevopoulos
and Mr Graham Ranft
joined me for the 49th
day memorial service
of the late Rev George
Gatenby who passed
away on 7 March.

On Sunday 25 April,
after caming back from
the Sunday service at
the Buddhist Council
office, where we also
8 commemorated Rev
George with all atten-
dants, I set up the
zoom and started the
meeting. The zoom
meeting is so handy to
connect everyone even
we live so far away
each other.

After we chanted Amida-kyo, we were talking about
the present situation and shared the memories of Rev
George, and we had a great time. We are planning to
have another service soon. In Gassho,

2 HBMA received a gift from
Korean Temple

!l On 16th April, Venerable Boan Sunin,
a Korean monk, made his courtesy

Australia to see Reverend Watanabe to
present a beautiful gift.

The gift was a glass Bodhisattva statue
which holding a sutra inside and could light up beau-
tifully.

Thank you Ven Boan Sunin for this wonderful gift to
us! In Gassho,

=k=s 7
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2021 Hana-Matsuri message ‘

The following Dharma talk was delivered by Rev Watanabe for the Hana Ma-
tsuri service 2021.

DHARMA TALK for Hana-Matsuri
The Birth

Happy Hana-Matsuri!

4 April 2021

Today, on this occasion of the ¥

Hana-Matsurihis service, we §

gather together to commemo- § B N N
rate Sakyamuni Buddha’s | N R, e
birthday = which happened (o) Mr Hisaharu Akiyoshi,

about 2500 years ago in Nepal. (centre) Mr Jonathan Shearman
Hana-Matsuri literally means 2ad (ottom) Mr Norman Fun,
“Flower Festival”, because (s)ff:;: d t;nczrﬁ?d:avéﬁidﬁ:
when Siddhartha (Sakyamuni (04/04/21) ]
Buddha’s first name which

means ‘he who has accom-
plished his purpose’) was born
in the Lumbini Garden. Then, ®
all flowers bloomed with rejoic- M
ing Siddhartha’s birth.

According to their customs, "=
Queen Maya, Buddha’s
mother, was returning to her
parents’ castle for the birth of . ©
her child. Her party stopped to |
rest in the beautiful flower __
garden called “Lumbini” where B .
the birth took place. :

All nature rejoiced for princely child’s birth. The flow-
ers bloomed, the animals gathered in the garden to ex-
press their joy, the birds were warbling in the sky and
sweet nectar fell from the sky. We say as “SB{A=(Kan-
Butsu-E)” for this service. Kan means ‘collect water
and pour the water’, Butsu is ‘Buddha’ of course and E
means ‘ceremony’. That’s why we pour sweet tea on top
of the statue of baby Buddha.

Was Sakyamuni Buddha born as a Buddha? No, he
wasn’t. He was a human baby like us. But, he was a bit
different from us. Normally, it is impossible as a baby
to walk and speak. However, according to the biogra-
phy of Buddha, when baby Buddha was born, he stood
up and walked 7 steps, then pointed right index finger
up and left index finger down and said “Above the
heaven and below the earth, I am the only one who is
superior to any other person in this world / KEXTF
0 3 IR & (Tenjo
tenge yuiga do-
kuson)”.

This story signi-
fies an important
message. The
number 7 means
that he is beyond
this world which
is called hell, the
realms of hungry
spirits, animals,
Asuras (type of

Prince Siddhartha Gautama was born and
walked seven steps in the Lumbini Garden.

demi god, they are generally
considered as evil and fear-
some spirits fond of fighting, |
but some of them are good |
spirits and protectors of Bud-
dhism), men and heavenly

beings.
Actually, because of Siddhar- Sho i ] o
tha’s devoted studies and 018 PAVINE respec

: Amida Buddha (04/04/21)
practices, he was able to at- Amida Buddha (04/04/21

tend enlightenment. He was born as a Prince of the
Sakya Clan, however, he didn’t choose to become a
king of his country and chose the way of enlighten-
ment. And he became a Buddha, the enlightened per-
son.

Sakyamuni Buddha’s great point was that he spread
and shared the teaching with everyone, shared his
wisdom with whomever he met. The core of his teach-
ing was ‘the causality (cause and effect)’. Buddha said
that the principle of causality is understandable any-
time, in any occasion. That is for example, as a hu-
man being, how to be raised is up to the environment,
her/his family, friends, teachers, people who she/he
meets, and of course up to her/his own character.
Because of one’s own action, one’s future life will be
decided. A person’s future will be decided by neither
God or Buddha. However, Sakyamuni Buddha inves-
tigated the cause and explained the process for suffer-
ers, and he always gave the right an-
swer/suggestion to escape from suf-
fering.

Buddhism is still being believed all
over the world, because his teaching
was true, understandable, and saved
a lot of people so far. Shinran Shonin
also found true way of life through ;
Sakyamuni Buddha’s teaching.

We do not have perfect eyes to see
our world, and we need Sakyamuni
Buddha and Shinran Shonin’s guid-
ance. Our point of view is not always a right one. On
the contrary, sometimes our visible facts or knowl-
edge disturb our judgment. Therefore, we have to
hear the real teaching, and must keep it in our heart
and mind.

Shinran Shonin
(1173-1263)

". On this occasion of Hana Matsuri,
2~ let us appreciate Sakyamuni Bud-
~~_ dha once again who was born in this
world and left precious teaching for
us all.

In Gassho,

Namo Amida Butsu.
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
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We were able to observe and celebrate

Front row (I-R): Mr Jonathan Shearman, Rev Watanabe, Yushin Wata-
nabe, Back row : Mr. Hisakazu Akiyoshi, Rin and Yukimi Watanabe, Ms
Hiroko Okuyama, Mr Norman Fung and Sho Watanabe. (04/04/21

HBMA members and friends gathered on
Easter Sunday, 4 April to celebrate
Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday, the Hana
Matsuri / Flower festival, also known as
Kanbutsu-e! Because of the Covid restric-
tion, we could not hold this service last
year, so we were so happy to be able to ob-
serve Hana Matsuri this year!

We shared this happiest occasion as Bud-
dhists with members and friends. It was so nice to wel-
come Mr Jonathan Shearman and Mr Norman Fung.

It always gives us peace of mind to welcome our regular
members, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi,
my wife, Yukimi and children, Yushin, Rin and Sho.
Thank you for attending this very important service!
During the Hana Matsuri service, we celebrate the life
of each one of us, therefore each and everyone played an
important part in
this ceremony.

After chanting the
Three Refuges, Ti-
Sarana, and a sutra
“Juni-rai”, each of
us took turn offer-
ing incense and per-
? formed Kanbutsu
84 (bathing the baby
Buddha with sweet

Shrine in the Buddhist Council of Nsw tea)! All of atten-
office was beautifully decorated for the dants were impa-
Hana Matsuri service (04/04/21). tient to perform this
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ritual. Each person was
very intent and serious but
4 came away with a big smile
after bathing the baby
5 Buddha!

- To sang

<7 “Hanamatsuri Koshin
Ms Hiroko Okuyama bathing ky oku” alto gether again.

baby Buddha (4/4/21 After the service, we all en-

joyed a variety of food prepared by those who had at-
tended. Much appreciation from HBMA goes to Ms
Hiroko Okuyama, Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi, Mr Nor-
man Fung, Mr Jonathan Shearman, then finally to
my wife Yukimi for the delicious food for lunch!

conclude, we

I believe that without all of these people’s support
this year’s Hana Matsuri service would not have been
successful. Thank you very much for your support!

In Gassho, Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
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"~ . Please attend
GOTAN-E &
2021 HBMA
AGM

11 am ~ Sunday 16 May 2021

' Please be sure to come to the
Shinran Shonin  Gotan-e service at the Bud-
1173-1263 dhist Council of NSW office in
St Leonards to celebrate Shinran Shonin’s
birthday. Rev Mark Healsmith will be join the
service and share the dharma message in
English. It will start at 11am, and will be fol-
lowed by the Annual General Meeting.
Those who plan to attend the service and
AGM, please bring one dish for lunch to share.
We hope we'll have a meaningful service and a
fruitful meeting. This is a very important
meeting for HBMA, so please make sure to
come along on this day.
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