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“The entrusting heart is
the occurrence of the sharing of

the same life between ordinary
beings and the Buddha.”

by Rev Akira Ohmine (1929 - 2018)

ERIEOEST
2021 |F35F %EBEAHLYY — / Dharma Words kD



http://evesak.buddhistcouncil.org.au/

HBMA News

OAPIL/—RY 3 PEELD
20FEDMS YT 1« PICXITD
RN B EREENMIESSIND

2021558188 (N)

» Al ¢

W 2

Y RI—ITEEREEIE N
2000F88ICEEL. B%®
DEBEEBH. BERNS
BRTOILABDFv TV
EUTEBRSINTLERIAK
BEERESHKNSI YT 1)
ZiRlT. ZTNHSET205F
BolzCE&a=sT, WD
MSIVTAPAIT 1 AKD
RESEMADEESNZK LIS,

B8, 5AICTTINNTND
EBEZEIFT TR YT 1 PPIC
REBERNIHBEOND Y

TA4P D0 —=D(5&EIE5

m,-—— —-——5*“ /‘EN 23B)EEDYE. B
ﬁﬁ@f;szzﬁgaéf‘Wﬁﬂ@bﬁ%ﬂf&/éb
2=7 41 TWBRNHERTE. 2T
T in ey B2 DRSYF 4« PEEHTE
T - EAETHN. B

5 CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

SHIGENOBU WATANABE

o e e S e

‘o909 o REfEN5818H8
*“e0q0 CfFDN. 20%/
ghoes,  © NSYT 1 PEFET

Ol 2 C ENADREEIRD
. o o
S S U T é,ﬁg
& Uiz, 88

REATOHEF

(55180)
ﬂ
g =
g BB F
(<]
"H
uc_é(/\gbf' =2

u In the past month, donations to the amount of $1,060.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

o

.}

* Ms Chieko Hartono — Pledge membership contribution
* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations

* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Buddhist Council of NSW — Chaplain fund
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HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $15.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building

fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Japan Club of Sydney — Honorarium for printing (May & June)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA News! Volunteer Appreciation Awards Presentation ‘

Rev Watanabe received
Certificate of Appreciation for
20 years volunteer work at
Ro yval North Shore Hospital

W

Please join us to celebrate
Royal North Shore Hospital's

) ) /
L obunleen

e

(Left) Invitation letter for the Vol-

unteer Appreciation Day 2021.
(Top) Rev Watanabe received the
certificate of Appreciation from

cs Wywecialion Ly

TUESDAY ISTH MAY, 2021

10AM - 12 NOON

RNSH. KOLLING BUILDING, LEVEL 5

- Candice Peters, Volunteers Coor-

i- dinator of RNSH.(18/05/21)
2
National Volun-
teers Week, 1is
Australia’s  an-
nual celebration
the generous con-
tribution of our
nation’s  volun-
teers is acknowl-
edged. This year
it took place from
Monday the 17
May to Sunday
the 23 May.

On 18 May, the sec-
ond day of the Na-
tional Volunteer
| Week, Rev Watanabe
\ | attended the Volun-

;s %teer Award presenta-

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
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SHIGENOBU WATANABE
In recognition of

20 YEARS

Certificate of Appreciation for Rev Wata-
nabe, recognising 20 years dedicated volun-

teer service at the RNSH

tion event at the
Royal North Shore
Hospital (RNSH) and
5 recognised his 20
years volunteer work
there. He received the
“Certificate of Appre-

Ms Barbara Burke (centre) other

Buddhist chaplain who received
ear certificate, and Rev Keith
Walker (left), Presbyterian Church
full time chaplain congratulated Rev
Watanabe’s award (18/05/21)

Volunteer awards presentation were held in the theatre room of the

Kolling Building RNSH. (18/05/21

BULLETIN
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~ clation” and a
special pin for
]volunteers

who had
: marked 20
; years of ser-
Special pin to recog-  Vice.
nise the 20 years vol- Rev Watanabe with
unteer In Gassho, other recipians

Rev Watanabe invited to attend
the 12th NSW Parliament
Friendship & Dialogue

Iftar Dinner on 6 May 2021
at The Fullerton Hotel, Sydney

On 6 May, Rev Watanabe attended
another Iftar Dinner at the Fuller-
ton Hotel organised by Affinity In-
tercultural Foundation, also co-
hosted by NSW Parliamentari-
ans, the Hon. Geoff Lee, MP and
Ms Sophie Cotsis, MP.

This gathering wusually takes
place at the New South Wales

circumstances, they held this spe-
cial dinner at Fullerton Hotel in-
Rev Watanabe with Mr Stead, observing the Covid-safe
Ahmet Orhan _Polat, regulations.
Executive Director of For all Muslims, this is a very im-
Affinity __Intercultural |42t ghservance.
Foundation. (06/05/21) . .
During this holy month of Rama-
x g dan, they believe that we
. must give special attention

' and Compassion. Therefore
y  they invite their friends to
come to their place and
" share dinner.

. Thank you Mr Ahmet Or-
han Polat for always invit-
ing Buddhist repre-
With Mr Gawaine Powel Da- Sentatives to Share

vies, Chairperson of Buddhist
Council of NSW. (06/05/21)

your special Day!

Muslim participants who were Reception was held at the historical

at the same table of Rev Shig  Ball Room of the top floor. (06/05/21)

e e




(From page 2)

2021 Gotan-e Dharma talk by Rev Healsmith

tice of nembutsu in seclusion is impossible, practice it
with other nembutsu devotees. Conversely, if practice
with other devotees is impossible, recite in seclusion.
Food, clothing, and housing are considered to be sup-
porting elements for nembutsu. In summary, if all
acts and conditions mentioned above truly promote
the attainment of birth with a tranquil heart in the
Pure Land through nembutsu, they are regarded as
the supporting elements for nembutsu.’

The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen’s Path to Bliss. Wisdom
Publications, 2011, p318

Honen Shonin always emphasised the one big thing —

just say the nembutsu and be saved by Amida — as
did Shinran Shonin.

And the faith, the awakening,
the shinjin that was the same in
the Indian and Chinese teachers
that Honen Shonin discovered,
was the same in him as it was in
his successor Shinran Shonin. It
1s what Shinran Shonin taught
as well. Shinjin is always the
same because it is not our prac-
tice, but is the practice of Amida
Tathagata.

Shinran Shonin
1173 - 1263

*

It is my usual practice when I begin to think about
preparing a Dharma talk — before I begin forming
any thoughts of what I will say — to open The Col-
lected Works of Shinran at random. This time the
concept of the fox and the hedgehog came first, but I
still opened the book, and number 34 of the Hymns of
the Dharma-Ages caught my attention.

‘Through the compassion of Sakyamuni and Amida,
We have been brought to realise the mind that seeks
to attain Buddhahood. It is by entering the wisdom of
Shinjin that we become persons who respond in grati-
tude to the Buddhas’ benevolence.’

(The Collected Works of Shinran Volume I, Jodoshinshu Hongwanji
-ha, 1997, p407)

Here it all is — the BIG IDEA in a nutshell. Shinran
Shonin teaches it again and again in his writings. He
must have done the same face to face with those he
taught when he was alive, and this is what he must
have been taught by Honen Shonin. Rennyo Shénin
transmits the same ideas in his letters
—; he repeatedly (and especially) em-
phasises the mind of gratitude that
shinjin engenders.

Sakyamuni Buddha — our first teacher
in this world — compassionately gifted
to humankind the universal and eternal
truth of the Pure Land teachings, the
truth of the all-embracing compassion of
Amida Tathagata.

Amida Buddha

The Pure Land teachings have been passed on to we
who are alive today by those who preserved, transmit-
ted and expanded on the teachings of Sakyamuni. By
saying the nembutsu we are brought to realize — by
being given the mind of Amida Tathagata — the mind
that seeks to attain Buddhahood.

Sakyamuni Buddha revealed this by transmitting to
us the 18th Vow of Amida Tathagata — the Vow that
reveals the way of the nembutsu. We say the nem-
butsu and hear Amida Tathagata’s call. We are em-
braced by His light. He hears our call and by way of
His eternal practice of all virtues gives us the awaken-
ing that is shinjin. And so we shall continue to say
the nembutsu in eternal gratitude to Amida
Tathagata for the rest of our lives.

in Gassho,

Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils Inc.

@

Rev Watanabe once again participated in
= . .
I I = eVesak celebration online event organ-

ised by the Federaition of Australia Bud-
202

poNsoRs AT

dhist Councils Inc on 23 Ma
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eVesak

the birth,
enlightment and death of

online

“eVesak

enlightenment  and
B death of Gautama
Buddha.”

This ceremony was organised
by the Federation of Australia
~— Buddhist Councils Inc. and
-~ Buddhist Councils across Aus-
tralia, including New South
Wales, Vitoria, Queensland,
South Australia and Western
Australia. This online celebra-
tion event was recorded be-
forehand and broadcasted on
the internet at 4pm(AEST) on
Sunday 23 May. You may
still watch it at the following
site.

About eVesak

Vosak message from
Hongwans Buddhist
Miasion of Austrase

Home — eVesak - Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils
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2021 Gotan-e Dharma talk by Rev Healsmith ‘

DHARMA TALK by Rev Mark Healsmith
THE FOX AND THE HEDGEHOG

I have recently read a book
called ‘Spreading Buddha’s
Word In East Asia: The For-
mation and Transformation
of the Chinese Buddhist
Canon. (Edited by Jiang Wu
& Lucille Chia, Columbia
University Press, New York
2020). Although the book
was rather more technical
and academic than I had '
hoped for, it was interesting RevMark sharing his mes-
none-the-less, and it taught sage(16/5/21)

me — yet again — how extensive and diverse are the
teachings of the Buddha dharma. There are tradition-
ally said to be 80,000 teachings — the number is con-
ventional and symbolic, of course — but the number is
there to tell us that there is a teaching for every being,
every realm, and every time. Be that as it may, we or-
dinary people are bound to our worldly lives by our
karmic destinies in this life in this time — the time of
the decline of the Dharma. We are bound by our kar-
mic evil, by love, hate, ignorance and desire. We are
bound by and to the terror and the glory of everyday
life. Since beginingless time we have been swept from
life to life. But, despite all this, due to good karmic
conditions we bonbu at last meet the vast and wonder-
ful teachings of the Buddha, but then what?

So, due to our karmic causes and
conditions, we are drawn to the
Dharma, but if there are 80,000
teachings, where to begin?

The aphorism ‘the fox knows many
things, but the hedgehog knows one
big thing’ is attributed to the ancient
Greek poet Archilochus and has
been used over many years by many
cultural thinkers and commentators.
In the modern context it is usually used to divide writ-
ers and thinkers into ‘foxes’ — those who draw on a
wide variety of experiences and for whom the world
cannot be boiled down to a single idea, and ‘hedgehogs’
who view the world through the lens of a single defin-
ing idea. It is an amusing intellectual game to divide
up thinkers and writers according to this framework.
We could also, perhaps, consider how to approach the
many teachings of the Buddhadharma in this way, but
with the foxes being those who follow the path of the
sages and attempt to master the intricacies of the
many moral, intellectual and spiritual/meditative
teachings, and the hedgehogs being those who teach
the Pure Land teachings, and we bonbu when we meet
these teachings.

Archiochus

Consider our founder Shinran Shonin’s teacher, Honen
Shonin. In his early life as a monk, Honen Shonin is

said to have read the entirety of
the Buddhist Canon to which he
had access. He kept the pre-
cepts all his life and achieved
the nembutsu samadhi. He
knew many things. But in his
reading and his contemplation
on what he read, he found the
teachers who would lead him to
the one big thing. In the Pure
Land Sutras, and in the com-
mentaries — especially the
work of Chinese Master Shan-
dao — Honen Shonin found the
one big thing and entered the
unbroken but temporally discon-
tinuous lineage of the Pure Land
Masters. Learning that all his
teachers had the same faith as
him he found the big idea to
teach — the 18th Vow of Amida
Tathagata — or the Primal Vow.

e Z%
e Ny i3

Master Shandao

We all know the 18th Vow:

‘If, when I attain Buddhahood, sentient beings in the
lands of the ten directions who sincerely and joyfully
entrust themselves to me, desire to be born in my
land and call my Name even ten times should not be
born there, may I not attain perfect Enlightenment.

[..]

This is a Big Idea indeed. It is THE big idea. And
Honen Shonin taught it to all who came to him. He
taught:

‘No practice other than nembutsu is taught in the es-
sential [18th] vow of Amida Buddha. Even though
other practices are excellent, they are not superior to
nembutsu. In general, if you desire to be born in a
pure buddhaland, then follow the vow of that buddha.
[...]...there is no better practice than nembutsu for
the attainment of birth in the Pure Land.’

The Promise of Amida Buddha:' Honen’s Path to Bliss. Wisdom
Publications, 2011, p227

And to emphasise the primacy of the nembutsu, he
further taught:

‘If one cannot practice nembutsu as a monk, one
should take a wife and recite nembutsu. On the con-
trary, if one cannot practice nembutsu with a wife,
one should recite nembutsu as a monk. If staying in
one place makes nembutsu impossible, go on a pil-
grimage and practice nembutsu. Conversely, if nem-
butsu is difficult on pilgrimage, stay in one place and
recite nembutsu. If poverty hampers nembutsu, seek
support and recite nembutsu. If the practice of nem-
butsu is impossible in spite of support, depend on
one’s own resources to repeat nembutsu. If the prac-

(Continues on page 3)
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2021 Gota.n -e and

HBMA Annual General Meeting
was successfully held on 16 May 2021

WL TR,

L-R : Mrs Gill and Mr Victor Davidson, Mr Norman Fung, Ms Rika Wong, Ms
Ritsuko Kojo, Rev Mark Healsmith, Rev Watanabe, Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne,
Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi, Ms Hiroko Okuyama. (16/05/21)

y, We were so fortunate
to have been able to
observe our 2021 Go-
tan-e service on 16 May 2021 %
at the office of Buddhist ",
Council of NSW. This in- e
cluded a face-to-face Annual [ oS
General Meeting in the pres- Namn was beautifully set in
ence of Rev Mark Healsmith WM
from Canberra, our members

and Dharma friends.

We all expressed our highest respect and gratitude to
Shinran Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu, and
celebrated his birth into this world.

During the ceremony, we first sang a Gatha Shuso
Gotan-e (Founder’s birthday) which was followed by
the chanting of Shoshin-ge in the special style used
= for Gotan-e (known as Ongaku
' Hoyo).

Then, Rev Mark shared a
. Dharma message for Gotan-e in
English and I delivered the
Japanese message for this spe-
cial day (Rev Mark’s message is
on the following page).

The Gotan-e service was fol-
lowed by the 2021 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting.

Revs Healsmith and Wa-

tanabe. (16/05/21)
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After reciting Nembutsu, the
AGM was convened. I was again
elected as Chairperson. All ac-
tivities of the HBMA during the
year, and financial reports were
presented. The new budget for
the current calendar year was
approved. Everyone also agreed
that the need and hopes for the
continued existence of HBMA
remained very high, and that
the mission should continue
functioning here in Sydney into
the future. We are now planning to relocate the
HBMA office and minister’s house. Therefore,
whatever help you can give will be greatly appreci-
ated. Please share your thoughts about our mission
with us.

Shinran Shonin
1173-1263

The membership of the Board remains as before. Mr
Graham Ranft, will continue as president for another
year. So please give your full s
support to our Board of Direc-
tors by attending the ser-
vices. Thank you Graham-san 4
for serving as a president for
one more year! Another big
“Thank you” to Rev Mark =
Healsmit.h, Mr & Mrs Victor yr. pavidson(ton). and Ms
and Gill Davidson, Ms Kojo (16/05/21)
Ritsuko Kojo, Mr Norman =
Fung, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, _
Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne,
Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi, Ms
Rika Wong, and Yukimi for {4
joining the AGM! All of the |8
devotion of these people as
well as those who wanted to join but could not make
it because of other commitments and submitted
proxy letters, showed their concern towards our mis-
sion. They are very much appreciated. Together, let
us carry our HBMA forward. In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe




