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* Mr Shigeki likura — Special contribution
* Mr Masahiro Tada — Obon contribution
* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing honourarium
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

CO—7 BET, FeDFIRKDHEET 980.00 FILDTHEEZE TEMIESH LIS, FI2. REHRBICII.
MEUTSHEBXIDEBUTRNTRD., TNIRIFBTFRIIESNENSNILE, BD#DITCSNELUE.

In the past month, donations to the amount of 980.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $36.00 in the donation box which deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building fund.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Rev George Gatenby — Special Donation towards relocation

* Mr/Mrs Victor & Jill Davidson — Membership contribution

* Mrs Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Special donation towards relocation and weekly contribution
* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership contribution and Shotsuki memorial service

* Ms Mieko Nagai & Mrs Mayumi Price — Special contribution

Thank you very much in Gassho

SOSOOOOO0000000000000000000000000000000000

WY RZ—AREFR Page 4
—
' n EE E R E R EEEEEEEEEEEEE"

mKKmm R SR BT AT D/=DD
W L% > — TS5 sy
O F248(8)FF) 75

. ¥z298178(BRE
j| BICHNNdY R=—

) DEELET,
YDNEY R «© twROFHNE 77—
vt ‘RSlJYNBNr‘éEY 2RSS UPTORRE
T T VAR DBICED D
= ARV EIC ﬁ’ic‘_’_/u?’)ﬂ%ﬁﬁ [Peace Run|
o CERENE T REDBEE CCAS RS BLSE
"s UL<BRENEBLLEITET,

. Account name: Hongwanji M
o Buddhist Mission of Australia g .gi
BSB No: 032-197

My Account No:  48-1501
"s Description:  Peace Run

- SYDNEY MARATHON
e

7 September Shotsuki Memorial Service
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HBMA News

Rev Watanabe joined to the lecture made by

Dr Lobsang Sangay
the democratically elected political leader
of the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA)

Saturday 5 August 2017 @ Sydney Opera House

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST | SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE | THE STUDIO | 6 PM - 8 PM IN CONVERSATION WITH

PRESIDENT LOBSANG SANGAY
,&

in the
2™
century

POLITICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL
CULTURAL &
ECONOMIC

CHALLENGES

BOOK NOW AT SYDNEYOPERAHOUSE.COM
| TICKET PRICE $35 - $40

. Mr Lakpa Tshoko, Representative of His
\ Holiness the Dalai Lama in Australia, New
| Zealand and South East Asia, kindly in-
) vited Rev Watanabe to be a part of the spe-
cial lecture made

by Dr Lobsang
Sangay at the
"/~ STUDIO of Sydney

*\g Opera House.
S0 Dr Sangay has
been the democ-

ratically elected po-
litical leader of the
¥ Central Tibetan
Dr Sangay was interviewed by SBS News Administration
caster Ms Liz Deep-Jones (left) during (CTA), ever since
the session (05/08/17). His Holiness the
14th Dalai Lama
devolved his politi-
cal power in 2011.
Dr Sangay’s lecture
was about “Tibet in
the 21st century —
Political Environ-
mental Cultural &
Economic Chal-
lenges.”

And this special
event’s interviewer
was a SBS News-
caster Ms Liz Deep
-Jones who did a
wonderful job!

e ~ — 7 S

Rev Watanabe and Dr Lobsang Sanga
after his lecture (05/08/17).

Mr Sangay’s lecture took place at THE STUDIO in the SOH.

Mr Sangay was very
optimistic and his talk
was very informative
and enjoyable one in-
fluencing all the listen-
ers.

Now we all look for-
ward to welcoming His
Holiness Dalai Lama
next year here in Syd-
ney. In Gassho,

Rev Watanabe wish Dr Lobsang San-
gay and Mr Lakpa Tshoko (right).

(Top) Dr Sangay and HH
Dalai Lama, (Left) Dr Sangay
| received a bunch of flower
from Ms Linh Saunderson.

. ¢ [Rev Watanabe was
&. invited to join
O 2% @ RNSH Volunteer
ﬂ'vﬁ Appreciation Day!
24 July 2017

Ms Anna Bosch, Volunteer Coordi-
nator of the Royal North Shore
Hospital kindly invited Rev Watanabe to join the
Volunteer Appreciation Day event on 24 July. Ms
Bosch  expressed

her appreciation to il !
Rev Watanabe for \
his volunteer work ™
during

‘ -
*;,l

last 16 A
years. ,)\
In Gassho, @L

P e

Rev Watanabe and Ms
Anna Bosch (24/07/17)

Voo




(From page 2)

2017 Obon - Dharma message

We all commemorate our loved ones who have already
departed from us at this Obon time. However, as Jodo
Shinshu followers, we shouldn’t miss the essence of
the Obon. Remember that if we only think about our
ancestors at this time, it won’t be a religious obser-
vance. Each one of us should be involved in this ser-
vice. That i1s, we should think about and realize our
own future lives. Because, we are also going to join
Amida Buddha’s Pure Land where our ancestors are.

There is a famous Haiku (Japanese 17 syllable poem)
which describes our human world as not being perma-
nent. It says “Chiru Sakura Nokoru Sakura mo Chiru
Sakura (Cherry blossom fall, there are some left in the
branches, but inevitably all blossoms fall).” There are
no exceptions for anyone to live forever.

As Rennyo Shonin also wrote in his letter: “We have
not heard of anyone receiving human form which lasts
for ten thousand years. The course of life ebbs very
rapidly. Can a person preserve his body for a hundred
years at the present time? Not knowing whether
death will come today or tomorrow, those who depart
from us are as countless as the drops of dew.”

Rennyo Shonin ended his message as follows: “Thus,
we see that what man cannot control is the passing
away of the young, and old alike. Therefore, we should
all look to our future life and with deep reliance in
Amida Buddha repeat His Holy Name.”

Therefore, Obon is the time to think about our life and
our future life, even if we are still young. In our busy
everyday lives, Obon service gives us a good opportu-
nity to think about ourselves, reflect upon our rela-
tives or friends’ passing. If we could spend some quiet
time thinking about our future life, Obon becomes a
very meaningful day for each one of us.

As you may notice from the passage I read at the be-
ginning, Shinran Shonin said, “I have never said the
nembutsu even once for the repose of my departed fa-
ther and mother”. According to the story of Obon Su-
tra, Mokuren offered food for everyone, by his action
his mother who was in the Hell of hungry demons was
relieved. All living beings have been our parents and
brothers and sisters in the course of countless lives in
many states of existence. So, we shouldn’t be selfish
but think about all other lives at the same time.

Then, the question is, “Where are we going after our
present life?” “Where is our permanent home?” Our
life is to be
compared to a
journey, how-
: ! ever we all
— have a mutual
“ home to return.
That’s why we
(are able to en-
Y joy our daily
lives. This mu-
tual home was

All attendants were proudly singing “Ondoku- prepared by
san” at the end of the service. (20/08/17) Amida Buddha

since He became a Buddha.
You would find this sen-
tence, “Shojo Zennin Kue "8
Issho”, in Amida Sutra. This |/
means ‘those who respect
Amida Buddha and rejoice
in His wisdom and compas-
sion, reciting Namo Amida . e
Butsu are going to meet to- Yushin offering incense
gether at Pure Land.” Shin-

ran Shonin also told his followers; “Let us certainly
meet again at Jodo (Pure Land) without fail.”

On Obon day, we would like to express our sincere ap-
preciation to our ancestors to let us encounter the
teachings and have a precious moment to think about
our future life. We are grateful to Amida Buddha for
preparing our mutual home to go back. Let us recite
nembutsu, expressing our appreciation to Amida Bud-
dha for letting us have a wonderful journey in this
life, and welcoming us to His Land. - In Gassho,

After the service, we all enjoyed an O-toki Potluck
lunch prepared by those who
attended the service.
sincere appreciation goes to X
Mr & Mrs Victor and Jill
Davidson, Ms Ayako Mitsui, ¥
Mr Norman Fung and})
Laszlo, Ms Mayumi Price &
Ms Mieko Nagai, Mr Leo
Wong and his fiancé Ms Aki
Chan, Ms Shizuka Takeda,
Mr Masahiro Tada, Ms Fu-
mie Takahashi, Ms Miyako
Horide, Mr Max Nilsson-
Ladner, and finally to my
wife Yukimi. I believe that
without the involvement of
all those people, this year’s
Obon wouldn’t have been so |
successful. I am really grate-
ful from the bottom of my
heart for all the support of
each one of you for HBMA.

In Gassho,

l[: Rev Shigenobu Watanabe
T S M 5 T S T S

Please join in to the

Cowra Service of Respect
Sunday 24 September

We all enjoyed delicious Pot-
luck lunch!.

20/08/17,

If you are interested in ]o1n1ng the Cowra
memorial service which will be grezas

held on Sunday 24. You are ; a3

most welcome to join in this one
day trip. We have few seats left §
for those people. Please contact &
HBMA office ASAP if you are
interested in! In Gassho,

2016 Service of Respect




(From page 1) 2017 Obon Servie / Obon story for Children

b

According to the Ullambana Sutra,
one day Mokuren was reflecting
upon his beloved mother who had
already passed away. At that time,
a question came to his mind,
“Where did my mother go, and
what she is doing now?”

He had supernatural powers,
which he had obtained through his

hard practice, so he was able to see
people who had already died. So,
Mokuren used this power to search
for his beloved mother and found her. Alas! It was a
big and sad surprise for Mokuren that his mother was

; suffering in the hell of hungry
demons. It was an unbeliev-
able scene for him. His mother
" was very skinny and almost
just flesh and bone. Mokuren
rushed to her trying to offer
some food, but all of it caught
fire in front of his mother. He
tried many times but nothing
worked. Mokuren had no idea
mother but food was all what to do, so, he went to see
burnt. Sakyamuni Buddha.

Buddha listened to the story, and then told Mokuren
why his mother had to go to such a world;

“Mokuren, your mother is suffering right now, be-
cause she did something wrong when she was in the
human world”.

But, Mokuren could not believe it and said;

“She was always a very kind and wonderful mother,
what did she do?”

Sakyamuni said, “I know she was really a wonderful
mother, but she was good only to you, not to others.
Whenever she had something good, she hid it from
others and gave it to you, Mokuren. Your mother
never shared things with others.”

Mokuren said, “Is it because of me?”

“Yes, Mokuren.” Buddha replied, “She loved you too

much”.

Mokuren then asked, “What can I do for her?”

Buddha said, “There is a way to save your mother. Be-
cause she did not share things with others, she went
to the hell of hungry demons. Therefore, if you offer
and share things with others on behalf of your
mother, and if they are pleased, then your mother will
be all right.”
In accordance with Bud- ¥
dha’s word, Mokuren pre-
pared many kinds of food —%
and shared it with all the
Buddha’s disciples on the
last day of their summer
study meeting on 15 Au-
gust. They ate everything
and all the disciples were

very pleased. Then Moku- Laszlo offering the incense.
ren was finally able to see (20/08/17)

Mokuren
(Maudgalyayana)

Mokuren tried to feed his

Mr Norman Fung and his son,

his mother’s peaceful smiling face. Mokuren was very
happy as he jumped and danced with joy!

Since then, every year on |
the same day, the same
thing has been done. [k
This is the origin of the e
Obon and the Obon B
dance.
As 1 write this article, 1 8
wonder if we are still do* Bon Dance in Roppongi Tokyo
ing the same thing as

Mokuren’s mother. Whenever we get something good,
we don’t share it with others, but only share it with
our children. From the Buddha’s point of view, all hu-
man actions are beset with selfishness. So we can’t
count how many selfish acts we make for the sake of
our children, family or loved ones. These actions may
commit us to the Hell of hungry demons. The only
way for our salvation is to encounter the Vow of
Amida Buddha; to encounter the teaching of the Nem-
butsu, and live the life of appreciation, embraced in
the arms of Amida Buddha.

Let us recite Namo Amida Butsu showing our appre-
ciation to Amida Buddha who works all the time for
us all. - Namo Amida Butsu - .

After sharing a Dharma message for children, I
talked to the adults as follows.

OBON 2017

As for me Shinran, I have never said the nem-
butsu even once for the repose of my departed fa-
ther and mother. For all sentient beings, without
exception, have been our parents and brothers
and sisters in the course of countless lives in
many states of existence. On attaining Buddha-
hood after this present life, we can save every
one of them. Were saying the nembutsu indeed a
good act in which I strove through my own pow-
ers, then I might direct the merit thus gained to-
ward saving my father and mother. But this is
not the case. If, however, simply abandoning self
-power, we quickly attain enlightenment in the
Pure Land, we will be able to save, by means of
transcendent powers, first those with whom we
have close karmic relations, whatever karmic suffer-
ing they may have sunk to in the six realms through
the four modes of birth. Thus were his words.

— Tannisho chapter 5 —

Obon is a time to reflect upon our loved ones who de-
parted before us and show our appreciation to Amida
Buddha who let them be born into the Pure Land sav-
ing all of us who encountered the teaching of nem-

butsu. (Continues on page 3)
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Successful Annual OBON &

HBMA Re-Opening Service
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(Front raw L-R) : Yushin and Sho Watanabe, (Middle raw L'R) : Mr & Mrs
Victor and Jill Davidson, Mr Max Nilsson-Ladner, Rev Watanabe,
Mrs Mayumi Price, Mrs Mieko Nagai, (Back raw I-R) : Ms Shizuko Ta-
keda, Ms Fumie Takahashi, Mr Laszlo and Norman Fong, Mr Leo
Wong, Ms Aki Chan, Ami Watanabe. Photo taken by Yukimi Watanabe

(20/08/17)

On 12 August, we observed the Annual Obon
¥ service combined with Re-Opening of Hong-
wanji Buddhist Mis-
sion of Australia with
our members and sup-
porters. This 1s the
fifth different location
since HBMA was offi-
cially established in
Australia.

We were able to ob-

We observed the first service at the

new HBMA office in Gordon. (20/08/17) S€TVe and  celebrate
this very first service
at this new centre in

Gordon with 20 people. We
welcomed four new people,
Ms Shizuka Takeda, Mr
Max Nilsson-Ladner, Ms
Fumie Takahashi and Ms
Miyoko Horide, which made
this service very special!

The Obon service is a wonderful
occasion for rejoicing in the
awakening offered by the Bud-
dha, and this is also an opportu-
nity to express our gratitude not
only to our ancestors, but also to
all who have passed on into
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Amida Buddha’s Jodo (Pure
Land). Therefore, Obon is of-
ten referred as Kangi-e (&
=) which means !
“Gathering of Joy”

We started the service at
llam. After chanting the
Amida Sutra, we took it in
turns to offer incense.

For the children’s Dharma
message, | talked about fa-
mous Obon story about Mo-
kuren (Maudgalyayana) and
his mother.

Origin of Obon /Kangi-e

One of the ten great disciples of Sakyamuni Buddha,
was Mokuren. He loved his mother, because his
mother loved him very much. (Continues on page 2)
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HBMA Naijin was decorated for
Obon service (20/08/17).

Athletics

Australia.

M RUNNING

The van Hhat's fun for everyone. | A
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mRev Watanabe will join the Sydney Running
E Festival on 17 Sep and first time ever he will
run 42.195km for the World Peace and also the
future of Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Aus-
tralia! If you wish to donate for this event to
m support Reverend’s run, please make a donation @
m to the following account; Account name: HBMA
BSB 032-197 Account No: 48-1501 Description:
Peace Run
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