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7 1-3 . Sep 2 (Sun) 11:00 am ISeptember Shotsuki Memorial Service 1
1< 3 I 8 (Sat) 1lam -6pm Matsuriin Willoughby ~ 2018 / I
oK 4 I 9 (Sun) 11:00 am /Sunday Service |
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indeed us!/
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

1,510 .00

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous danation

* Mr/Mrs Yoshiaki Matsunaga Membership contribution

* Ms Qing Liu

* Mr Roy Cooke Special Donation for Peace Run & Obon
* Mr/Mrs Michael Chen Special contribution

* Mr Norman Fung Special Donation for Obon

* Mrs Ayako Mitsui Browne Special donation for Obon and weekly contribution
* Rev GeorgeGatenby Special Donation for Peace Run

* Ms Hitomi Howard Shotsuki memoriakervice

* Ms Shizuko Takeda Special contribution for Obon

* Mr Max Nilsson Ladner Contribution for CD

* Japan Club of Sydney Printing honourarium

* Buddhist Council of NSW Chaplain Fund

Thank you very muchin Gassho
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In the past month, donations to the amount of 41000 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australiy
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited$ in the donation box which deposited to the Hongwaniji Temple of Sydney Building flﬂ.
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HBMA News

Rev Watanabe officiated a service at the

Cowra Prisoner of War ||

Breakout Commemorations 2018 @—ﬁ

on 5th August 2018

7 AR

; with  Mr Bob Griffiths , Chairman of
the Board of Cowra Japanese Gar-
den.

| Then after the wreath laying cere-
mony, Rev Watanabe officiated a
Buddhist Service of Respect at the
Japan War Cemetery which was fol-
lowed by incense __
offering commemo- &
rating all the people §
who died 74 years ago. Ambassador §
Sumio Kusaka and Mrs lkuko Ku-
saka also participated in the incense
offering.

After arriving at the Cowra Japanese
Garden, we were invited to have

significant morning tea! 74 years ago
R a lady by the name of Mrs Weir who
b B | lived in Holmwood, just out of Cowra,

/ > invited three POW s !
) | "T@88 iy soldiers who hap- _
kg4 . pened to appear in >

her backyard, into Mré&MrsKusaka

Rev Watanabe was

present at the Cowra
Prisoner of War Break-
out 74th year Anniver-
sary Commemorations event on
Sunday 5th August 2018 and offi-
ciated Buddhist Service of Respect
at the Cowra Japanese War Ceme-
teries. Rev Watanabe with Mr
Mr Gordon Roll, President of Roll:andMr Nicholson. .
Cowra Breakout Society, and Mr Harvey Nicholson , | Tea& Scones In Gassho,
Vice President of Cowra Breakout Society, warmly ' ; : i
1%’ “‘*. welcomed Rev Wata-
. Y

VL

Cowra

% her house and offered tea and scones

° which she had baked. Such a beautiful
story! We all enjoyed morning tea and
delicious scones.

nabe in front of the
_ « Cowra War Cemetery.
“““'The ceremony started
.. 10 am at the Australian
L8 War  Cemetery. As
£ usual, Mr Tony Mooney
OAM, Director of the
Cowra Japan Society
. e was Master of Ceremo-
Rev_Watanabe participated the njes, and ’
Wreath Ia_lvinq ceremony at_the Au§- over a
t_r al ian Sol dierds dsolzetne c\#
hiro Noshita (Centre) and Mr Jono
Webber(05/08/18). wreaths
were laid
one by one announced
by Mr Mooney.
Rev Watanabe laid the
i first wreath with My  MrMooney
Shigehito Noshita, Colonel, Ground
Self-Defense Force Army Attache in

-_;,,Australia, and Mr Jono Webber,

n;_' President of Cowra RSL sub-

" Branch
Rev Watanabe and ’

Mr Bob Griffiths lay- At the Japanese War Cemetery,
ing a wreath at Japa-  once again wreaths were laid one by
nese War Cemetery. one. Rev Watanabe laid a wreath

(L-R) Mr Griffiths, Mr Mooney, Rev Thank you Ami and Sho who
Watanabe and Mr Kusaka. joined to this ceremony.

o R R “ﬁu.".f:_}

i~ Please help for the Appeals of
@gpiwm”xmmammmﬂe&
~=—" July 2018 Heavy Rain disaster!

Those who wish to donate for these appeals to sup-
port people who continue to live in difficult cir-
cumstances, please make a (or two) donation(s) to
the following account.  In Gassho,

Account name: Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of

Australia

BSB 032-197 Account No: 48-1501 72N

Description: North Osaka or Heavy Rains t;%g =
QJ/\“




(From page 2)

2018 Obon - Dharma message

Dharma, which is the
greatest blessing any—
one can have. ]
Obon is also called Pa
Kangi-e: meaning, the
6gathering
In his writings, Shin-
ran tells

d joy - means to rejoice in body and to rejoice in mind.
This is a great joy, true happiness. It is what Shinran
found when he realised the true Dharma, true Bud-
dhism.

Kangi -e, the gathering of joy, is based on the joy of
Mogallana, who was a leader among Shakyamuni
Buddhads disciples. I n
told that Mogallana rejoiced in the knowledge that, by
following the advice of the Buddha, his own mother
had been saved from the suffering of the hell of hun-
gry ghosts.

This is how the Ullambana Sutra describes that mo-
ment:
‘Q Thereupon, Bhiksu Mogallana, along with all the

bodhisattvas in the great assembly greatly re-
joiced.d (Ull ambana Sutraj;
V, p. 24)

Although the Ullambana Sutra, on which Obon or
Kangi -e is based, tells us the story of the salvation of
Mogal l anads mother, its es

ing the Buddha Dharma & Buddhism & and putting it
into practice is the best thing we can do to repay our
parents for bringing us into the world.

When Mogallana discovers that his mother is suffer-
ing in hell, his first reaction is to go to the Buddha for
of

gui dance. As a result

problem is solved and he rejoices.

To find Buddhism we have to first be born
as a human being. That means that we
have to have parents. Adoptive parents also
nurture us through those dependent early
years.

To be born human means to live a human
life, and that offers us the chance to hear
the teaching of the Buddha.

Shinran Shonin was someone who also ful-
filled his birth as a human being by hear-
ing the Dharma. Like Mogallana, it brought him great
joy. For example, in this passage:

How joyous | am, my heart and mind being rooted in
, the Buddha -

& and my
&4 thoughts  and

feelings flowing
P

within the
All attendants were enjoying to listen Rev

which is be-
yond compre-
hension! | am

t he

deeply aware of the
Tathagat ads)
compassion, and | sin-
cerely revere the be-
nevolent care behind |
t he masterao
activity. My joy grows
even fuller, my grati-
tude and indebtedness
ever more compelling.
(CWS, p. 291)

Mr Max Nilsson -Ladner

offering incense

Shinran heard about the true Dharma from his
teacher Honen Shonin and, in turn, told us about it in
his teaching, and in the writing that he left for poster-
ity, in the hope that others will find the same joy that
he found. He sums up what he discovered in this way:

Those who, hearing Amida B
Rejoice in it with reverence and praise,
Receive its treasury of virtues;
The great benefit acquired with one utterance is su-
preme. (CWS, p. 332)
Shinran tells wus that t hi s
nirvana when we are born in the Pure Land at the
end of our life.
In finding the Buddha Dharma, in accepting the
working of the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha in Namo

s Amida Butsu, we truly repay our parents for bringing 1
us into the world and giving us a human life.

In Gassho,

Dharma message was fol- §

| owed by Rev §
Japanese message. Then &4 i
we all sang

and the Obon service was
concluded. _
Then we all enjoyed a Pot- *
luck lunch all together,
i ke
disciples receiving Moku-

ren 6s of f er i n wealenjoyed delicious Potluck
Big 0 Thank vy lunchl. (12/08/18)

Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Ms

Ayako Mitsui -Browne, Mr Max Nilsson Ladner, Mr
Norman Fung, Mr Roy Cooke, Ms Hitomi Howard |, fi-
nally Yukimi Watanabe , for your wonderful contribu-
ti on t owaGatheringtofdoys ! 0

Because of each one of your participation, we were
abl e

to successfully obser
All of your support is much appreci-
ated and we will ask for your con-
tinuous support for our mission.

Hope to see you again soon.

In Gassho,

dharma -ocean,
Gatenbydés Dhar ma

message. (12/08

mmwm
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(From page 1) 2018 Obon Servie / Obon story for Children

b

Origin of Obon /Kangi -e

One of the ten great disciples of
Sakyamuni Buddha was Mokuren,
who loved his mother, because his
mother loved him very much.
According to the Ullambana Sutra,
one day Mokuren was reflecting
upon his beloved mother who had
already passed away. At that time,

a question came to his mind,

- i Mokuren
OWher e di d my mc (Maudgalyayana )
what she is doing nowro

He had supernatural powers, which he had obtained
through his hard practices, so he was able to see peo-
» ple who had already passed
away. So, Mokuren used this
power to search for his be-
loved mother.
Mokuren thought that as his
mother was so good, she must
be in a heavenly world. So,
first he searched there but
could not find her, then he
tried to see the second world
from the heaven, - again it
was not successful. He tried to
see one lower world again.
But still he could not find her, he searched through all
the worlds and finally, when he saw the bottom of the
world, he found her. Alas! It was a big and sad sur-
prise for Mokuren that his mother was suffering in
the hell of hungry demons. It was an unbelievable
scene for him. His mother was very skinny and almost
just flesh and bone. Mokuren rushed to her trying to
offer some food, but it caught fire before his mother
could put it into her mouth. He tried many times but
nothing worked. Mokuren had no idea what to do, so
he went to see Sakyamuni Buddha.

Mokuren tried to feed his

mother but food was all
burnt.

Buddha listened to the story, and then told Mokuren
why his mother had to go into such a world;

" Mokuren, your mother is suffering right now, be-
cause she did something wrong when she was in the

H
I Bulletin |
M

Buddha said, oTHE
save your mother. Because she
did not share things with oth-
ers, she went to the hell of hun-
gry demons. Therefore, if you
offer and share things with oth-
ers on behalf of your mother,
and if they are pleased, then
your mother wil
I n accordance
word, Mokuren prepared many
kinds of food and shared i
ciples on the last day of their summer study meeting

on 15 August. They ate everything and all the disci-
ples were very pleased. Then Mokuren was finally
able to see his
ren was very happy as he jumped and danced with
joy!

Since then, every year on the same day, the same
thing has been done. This is the origin of the Obon
and the Obon dance.

As | write this article, | wonder if we are still doing

mot herds p

ay

eac

the same thing as Mokurends
get something good, we donfot
only share it with our chl]ld
point of view, all human actions are beset with self-

i shness. So we <candt count h ¢

make for the sake of our children, family or loved
ones. These actions may commit us to the Hell of hun-
gry demons. The only way for our salvation is to en-
counter the Vow of Amida Buddha; to encounter the
teaching of the Nembutsu, and live the life of appre-
ciation, embraced in the arms of Amida Buddha.

Let us recite Namo Amida Butsu showing our appre-
ciation to Amida Buddha who works all the time for
us all. - Namo Amida Butsu -.

After sharing a Dharma message for children, Rev
George Gatenby talked to the adults as follows.

human worl dé.

But, Mokuren could not believe it and said; Mogall anads joy
' She was always a very kind and wonderful mother,

what did she do?¢ Hard is it to be born as a human being, hard is it to
Sakyamuni said, ol know sh e the life of a human being, hard is it to hear the
mother, but she was good only to you, not to others. teaching of the true Dharma, and rare is the appear-
Whenever she had something good, she hid it from ance of the Buddha.
others and gave it to you, (Dharmapada, 182; Buddha

Mokuren. Your mother
never shared things with
ot hers. o

Mokur en said

cause of me ? ¢

F'Yes, Mokur e

replied, 0 S h WEEEER A v !

t oo mucho. Mr Norman Fung and his son,
Laszlo offering the incense.

Mokuren then asked, 12/08/18

0 Wh at can | c(—)v L oo e .

Dharma, p. 438)

7 This verse from the Dharmapada
reminds us of the great privilege
of human birth. It also draws our
attention to the role of those who
gave us our life - our parents &
and, with human life, the rare
chance to hear the Buddha

(Continues on page 3)

Rev George Gatenby
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Successful Annual OBN,
Shotsuki, and MemorialService
for all victims of July 2018 heavy rair

in Western Japan
12 August 2018

oy

(Back raw L -R) : Sho Watanabe, Mr Norman & Laszlo Fung, Ms Hiroko
Okuyama, Ms Hitomi Howard, Mr Max Nilsson _ -Ladner, Miss Nao
Hisada, Mr Roy Cooke, (Front raw L -R) Rev Watanabe, Mr Graham
Ranft, Rev George Gatenby, Ms Ayako Mitsui -Browne, Ami Wata-
nabe. Photo taken by Yukimi Watanabe (12/08/18
On 12 August, we ob-
served the Annual Obon
service, combined with
August Shotsuki and Memorial
service for all victims of July
2018 heavy rain in Western
Japan with our members and
supporters. -
We were able to observe this
year ds Obon s e
people. We welcomed longtime
Dharma friends Rev George HBMA Shrine was deco-
Gatenby and Mr Roy Cooke rated for Obon Service.
from Adelaide, and Mr Graham (12/08118)
_Ranft from Canberra. We lis-
~tened Mr Ranfto
[peced Towa no waka
(Lament for that which has gone
f or eim &is T during the
service.
We were also pleased to have a
new guest, Miss Nao Hisada
from Melbourne (originally from

< Kyoto, Japan).
Mr_Ranft _us _explaining_ The Qpon service is a wonderful

about his Shakuhachi piece g .. .
we listen on this Obon day OCcasion for rejoicing in the

L | Volume 19 - No. 7

27 August,
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Rev George Gatebyds Dhar ma2-3me
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awakening offered by

the Buddha, and this is ﬁ

also an opportunity to :
express our gratitude
not only to our ances-
tors, but also to all who
have passed on into
Ami da Buddh @

(Pure Land). Therefore, Miss Nao Hisada offered incense

Obon is often referred as and placing her both palms in

Kangi -e ( ), which Gassho (12/08/18)

meansl Gathering of Joy A .

We started the service at 1lam. After chanting the
Amida Sutra, we took it in turns to offer incense.

and his mother. )
(Continues on page

Run for PEACE on 16 Sep &
Run for the future of HBMA
«

Athletics

Australia

,/A

The van Hhat's Fun for everone |
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Rev Watanabe will join the Sydney Running
Festival on 16 Sep and he will run 42.195km
once again for the World Peace and also the fu-
tuge og Iﬂougﬁv%n@ Iﬁulddhist Mission of Austra-
lia !n foyou é/gsrktg donate for this event to sup-
port everendds run, p |
ﬂ the following account; Account name: HBMA
E BSB 032-197 Account No: 48-1501 Description:
—

 T— Peace Run

«! In Gassho,

P
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(12/08/18).
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For the childrends Dhar ma
mous Obon story about Mokuren (Maudgalyayana)
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