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Sydney Running Festival Postponed!

SRSV 115ICEERAIC !
2020%1 1586(6) %8 7TRHE

OXKCDOB20B(HEBDICTMHNDIFEL 2RV RV
VYR, DOFTOETIROFEESIT1 1 B8BICIBEESNE L
2. BABHFACERBEEZZOBICEFELCNELEN, —8
BESEDCEEL. TRMDY 3 VEICETHRZSZ LIED
T. HEFEOBZE1181BEEEBLFE LU,

ORI E, T —X S UPEHEHBSBIEN. RFERDEHD
RXERICQITTEDCDANY FCENZEZSTMITTRDZET.
QO_D—FIC—EDANRYFICXH L. BIERFHEEFHEFIDLHICH
HZEPULBRENEEDHIE. [Peace Runl EBBscSNEET. R
SOFEF TCCAEEZELTCRFENEITELOEBULSRBENBLLET
S

TEA R DR (WESTPACSR{TNEUTRAL BAYXE)
ACCOUNT NAME : HBMA
BSB : 032 197
ACCOUNT No : 48 1501
DESCRIPTION : PEACE RUN

QO_DANYEIC, ELBDESNULEN ! ER>ULwDEIERE
JE. REeU A DS EBRAZETOTREN,
https://www.sydneyrunningfestival.com.au/
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When we say the
Nembutsu,
we are enabled with the
power to continue living

“Mihotoke no kage samazama ni”

By Sosuke Nishimoto

(ERHEESTI2020%KEBHL VY —1KD)




HBMA News
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 August Shotsuki Memorial Service

B #F % (2006)
M IES £ (2003
BB =F 8 (1988)
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Okuyama, Ayako
Hayashi, Masao
Natsume, Emiko
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* Ms Ayako Mitsui Browne — Donations
* The Wright’ s — Fusako Wright’ s funeral
* Mr Ian Boreham — Wife (Maki Boreham)’ s funeral

* Mr Norman Fung — Membership contribution
* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Special Donation

* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Donations

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership & Donation
* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Ms Shizuko Takeda — Donation

(+3-1-1.1.1.1.1.1.3.1.1.1.1.3.1.3.3.1.1.1.1.3.1.3.]

Expression of Dana/Gratitude

CO=7BET, FEDFIRKDH#5T 5,440.00 FILDCEEZE SEMNEIEESE UL, EE. BEEBICE,
BPHEUTSESLDEBUURETI UL, COBRMEARRETFRIL

In the past 3 month, donations to the amount of 5,440.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $18.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution for 6 months

* Ms Janet Mitsuji— Husband (Takaaki Mitsuji)’ s funeral

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing honourarium (June, July & Aug)

Thank you very much in Gassho
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HBMA NEWS Run for PEACE & Future of HBMA "™ &

BULLETIN
42K'Js95|¢ ﬁl SYDNEY RUNNING

Rev Watanabe attended online
Run for PEACE & RUN FOR THE FUTURE OF AGM of the Buddhist Council of

Buddhist Council of NSW

HBMA 20 September 2020 —POSTPONED TO NOVEMBER New South Wales on 26 July 2020

Rev Watanabe was once again planning to join the
Sydney Running Festival and run 42.195km for the

WORLD PEACE and also the
FUTURE OF HONGWANJI
BUDDHIST MISSION OF AUS-
TRALIA.

The date of the event was
first set on 20 September,
but now postponed to 8 No-
vember. So, we will also
postpone our Hoonko ser-? i
vice to 15 November. If you

wish to donate for this event - we as Buddhists should act

to support Reverends' Run, k il > - = for the benefit of the general
please make a donation to Rey Watanabe finished Subcommittees were also held public during this Covid-19

(Right) Representatives from each Buddhist temple/group par-

ticipated in the AGM. (26/07/20).

= On Sunday 26 dJuly, Rev
el Watanabe participated in
Ml an online meeting for the
BCNSW AGM to share his
thoughts and discuss how

the following account. ﬁazs ggzgrm(rgfgggge of 4:08.09 by different topics (26/07/20). Pandemic period. In Gassho,
gg%ogg; i\g??ME HBMA ;Yrbcﬁedvo-m - Rev Watanabe Participated in n
ACCOUNT No: 48 1501 { MARATHON | “Phuoc Hue Vietnamese

DESCRIPTION: "PEACE RUN" Temple eVesak service 2020 /

W e

If you wish to join this festival, you are
most welcome to do so. There are also
other categories: a 3.5km family run, a
10km and a Half Marathon (21. O95km)
You may experience the exciting
run to the centre of Harbour
Bridge. In Gassho,

‘ Reverend Watanabe was
requested to join the 2020
eVesak service of the Phuoc
Hue Temple (Wetherill
Park) and offered a chant
for the part of their cere- |
mony of international

AEENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNE | prayers together with other
. 5 ‘ 3 temples’ monks. In Gassho,
m Scripture Class on the move! :
|| Pifioc H
8 At Gordon West ®.S. = ‘.J’.';i'
: Scripture class resumed on 22 & 4 ,‘ 4 : e
ml July and students in Gordon ¥ —,- =
B West Public School are now ™ me :
B/ studying the Buddha’s life story. |
| For the last two weeks m
:E B we also discussed the m
B E « celebration of Ullam- ®
m s bana / Obon as 15 Au- ™
e | gust, which has already :
u come and gone. s B
u In Gassho, """ m During minister’s Dharma message, pictures of previous Vesak
u . & 2 ceremonies were shown on the screen.
-lllllllllllllllllllllll.| ]




(From page 2)

drops of dew.”
Rennyo Shonin ended his message as follows-
“Thus, we see that what man cannot control is the
passing away of the young, and old alike. There-
fore, we should all look to our future life and with
deep reliance on Amida Buddha say the holy
Name.”

In the Ullambana sutra, we can
find the origin of the Obon service.

I assume many people love their
mother the best. One of the ten
great disciples of Shakyamuni
Buddha, whose name was Moku-
ren (Maudgalyayana) also loved
his mother, because his mother
loved him very much.

Mokuren

According to the Ullambana Sutra, one day Mokuren
was reflecting upon his beloved mother who had al-
ready passed away. At that time, a question came to
his mind,

“What is my mother doing right
" now?”

He had supernatural powers,
which he had obtained through
his hard practice, so he was able
to see people who had already
died. So, Mokuren used this
power to search for his beloved
mother and found her.

Alas! - It was a big and sad sur-
prise for Mokuren that his mother was suffering in
the hell of hungry demons. It was an unbelievable
scene for him. His mother was very skinny and almost
just flesh and bone. Mokuren rushed to her, and tried
to offer some food, but all of it caught fire in front of
his mother. He tried many times but nothing worked.
Mokuren had no idea what to do, so, he went to see
Shakyamuni Buddha.

Buddha listened to the story, and then told Mokuren
why his mother had to go to such a world;

Mokuren tried to feed

his mother but food was
all burnt.

“Mokuren, your mother is suffering right now, be-
cause she did something wrong when she was in the
human world”,

But, Mokuren could not believe it and said;

“She was always a very kind and wonderful mother,
what did she do?”

Sakyamuni said,

“l know she was really a wonderful mother, but she
was good only to you, not to others. Whenever she had
something good, she hid it from others and gave it to
you, Mokuren. Your mother never shared things with
others.”

Mokuren said, “Is it because of me?”

“Yes, Mokuren.” Buddha replied,

“She loved you so much”.

Mokuren then asked,

“What can I do for her?”

Buddha said,
“There is a way to save your mother.

Why we commemorate “Obon”
Because she did not share things with
others and went to the hell of hungry

demons. Therefore, if you offer and

share things with others on behalf of your mother,
and if they are pleased, then your mother will be all
right.”

In accordance with Buddha’s word, Mokuren prepared
more than enough food and shared it with all the Bud-
dha’s disciples on the last day of their summer study
meeting on 15 August. They ate everything and all
the disciples were very pleased. Then Mokuren was
finally able to see his mother’s peaceful smiling face.
Mokuren was very happy as he jumped and danced
with joy!

Since then, every year on the same day, the same
thing was done. This is the origin of the Obon and the
Obon dance.

As I write this article, I wonder if we are still doing
the same thing as Mokuren’s mother. Whenever we
get something good, we don’t share it with others, but
only share it with our children. From the Buddha’s
point of view, all human actions are beset with selfish-
ness. So we can’t count how many selfish acts we
make for the sake of our children, family or loved
ones. These actions may commit us to go straight to
the Hell of hungry demons. The only way for our sal-
vation is to encounter the Vow of Amida Buddha; to
encounter the teaching of the Nembutsu, and live the
life of appreciation, embraced in the warm arms of
Amida Buddha.

Let us recite Namo Amida Butsu showing our appre-
ciation to Amida Buddha who works all the time for
us all. - Namo Amida Butsu -

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

CT < T <r T < T <o

REV WATANABE PARTICIPATED IN
BubppHIST ToorL Kit FOrR LGBTOIA+

Rev Watanabe, participated in
the online Workshop called
8 “Buddhist Tool Kit for
LGBTQia+” on Sunday 26 July
and deepened his understand-
ing about LGBTQia+ Buddhists.
He also discovered how rejoicing
in the happiness of others in-
creases the happiness of us all.
In Gassho,

a

pe

‘-? BUDDHIST
TOOL KIT
FOR LGBTQIA+
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(From page 1) Message from Governor General

The spread of Covidl9 is due to the person-to-
person contact. Consequently, we no longer feel re-
lief but, instead, anxiety about our ‘human connect-
edness,” which was originally something that was
highly cherished. Therefore, we must not come to
regard our ‘human connectedness’ negatively as
something of great danger. Precisely because we are
now facing this worldwide pandemic, we must be-
come even more cognizant of the original meaning
and the importance of our ‘human connectedness.’
What is crucially important at this time is for us to
be guided by the Buddha’s wisdom and to work co-
operatively together within the workings of Bud-
dha’s great compassion. In so doing, we can reaf-
firm the importance of being alive and to bring an
end to the spread of this disease. It is not the gov-
ernmental announcement of the state of emergency
that will defeat this Coronavirus crisis. Instead, it is
the thorough and appropriate actions of each one of
us, in cooperation with many others, which will de-
termine whether or not we can bring the current cri-
sis to its end.

Precisely because my very existence is
made possible within the connected-
ness with the people of the world, we
shall be able to rejoice with them when
we eventually overcome this difficulty
together. Within our respective per-
sonal circumstances, we are encour-
aged to think about what we can do to
combat this crisis without diminishing
the Lamp of Dharma and our tradition.
And we shall cooperate and pool our
resources as we receive the mind of Nembutsu that
reaches us from Amida Buddha, promising to
“liberate us just as we are.” So, let us do our part to
the best of our abilities in order to regain our soci-
ety, in which everyone can live with a peace of
mind.

%;ﬁmﬁ%&

Namo Amida
Butsu

April 14, 2020

Chiko lwagami
Governor General,
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanjiha

Let us plan to attend the service in 2023

According to Gomonshu-sama’s |

message, there will be another
historic event in 2023 in Kyoto,
celebrating 850th Anniversary
of Shinran Shonin’s Birth and
the 800th Anniversary of the B8

b |

Eﬁ BULLETIN |!

Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu M
Teaching. Therefore, we should plan
to have our group tour from Australia
to Japan and together we celebrate the
joyful day when Shinran Shonin was
born into this world. This is the once in &%
a lifetime occasion, so we should not £
miss this event. YiF
Please let HBMA office know your , ,
. L. . Shinran Shonin
interest of joining to this group tour to 1173-1262
Japan. Hope we can make a good size

of tour group from Australia. In Gassho,

Dharma message

Why do we commemorate Obon ?

Obon is a good time to reflect upon our
loved ones who departed before us and
show our appreciation to Amida Bud-
dha who let them be born into the Pure
Land saving everyone who encounters
the teaching of Nembutsu.

We all commemorate our loved ones
| 'who have already departed from us at
this Obon time. However, as Jodo Shin-
shu followers, we shouldn’t miss the es-
sence of the Obon. Remember that if we only think
about our ancestors at this time, it won’t be a reli-
gious observance. Each one of us should be in-
volved in this service. That is, we should think
about and realise our own future lives. Because, we
are also going to Amida Buddha’s Pure Land where

our ancestors are. » ‘
b o 1
| \

There is a famous Haiku

(Japanese 17 syllable \ " % ‘.\NQ
poem) which describes our 9* , R e
human world as imperma- | o % gy

nent. It says “Chiru Sa .v-.. ‘\l ,F’Y

kura Nokoru Sakura mo "
Chiru Sakura (Cherry blos-

som falls, inevitably all blossoms fall).” There are
no exceptions, and no one can live this life forever.

As Rennyo Shonin, the 8th Gomon-
shu, also wrote in his letter: “We
have not heard of anyone receiving
human form which lasts for ten
thousand years. The course of life
ebbs away very rapidly. Can a per-
W son preserve his body for a hundred
years at the present time? Not
knowing whether death will come
today or tomorrow, those who de-
part from us are as countless as the

Sakura blossom

Rennyo Shonin

(Continues on page 3)




)

@LLET]N

A R TR N SRR T T P e

The following statement by Chiko Iwagami, Governor General, Jodo
Shinshu Hongwanji-ha was released April 14, 2020.

Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Statement

on the COVID-19 Pandemic

The Covid19 pandemic
has spread throughout
the world and shows little sign
of ending. Here in Japan, we
have entered a new stage with
the announcement of the state
of emergency. First, | wish to
express our sincerest condo-
lences to those in Japan and
the rest of the world, who
have passed on due to
Covid19 pandemic. And to
those who have become ill,
we send our best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Moreover, we express our deepest admiration and
gratitude to all the doctors, nurses and medical staff
for their heroic effort to treat and save the patients,
even at the high risk of danger to themselves.

Governor General

Chiko Iwagami

During this crisis, people around the world are con-
fronting the enormous set of challenges by working
together through mutual cooperation and encourage-
ment. However, it has been pointed out that one of
the causes for the spread of the disease lies in the ac-
tions of asymptomatic people who are unaware that
they have contracted the virus. We must, therefore,
understand its dangers and the correct response to
the virus and act accordingly. We are requesting
everyone to show genuine concern for one another
so as not to allow the spread of any kind of discrimi-
nation and prejudice. Let us act properly based on
our careful consid-
eration of the im-
plications of our
action.

g The Buddha
taught us that ig-
norance and afflic-
tions are the cause
of our suffering.
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And Shinran Shonin revealed ’
to us of the truth of our self- 7
centeredness that lurks at our
core through the words, “we
foolish ordinary beings pos-
sessed of afflictions.” Given
these truths, isn’t it important
that we share in the joys and
pain precisely because we are
in such a difficult time? In ;
Buddhism, we value the teach-
ing of ‘interdependence,’
which points to the reality that ‘all things exist by
being connected through the workings of causes and
conditions’ and are, therefore, ‘without any fixed
substantial entity.’

(Continues on page 2)
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2020 SPRING OHIGAN (&)

As the Sydney Marathon has
been postponed to November,
we are now planning to ob-
serve our O-Higan service on
20 September. |
As the sun sets into the
Golden West where Amida
Buddha’s Pure Land is, dur-
ing the equinox period, we
commemorate those who
were reborn into Amida’s
Land during O-Higan week
and show our appreciation
to Amida Buddha.

In Gassho,

Rev Watanabe
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